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Jayavarman VII was a warrior. The greatest military achievement of his reign - perhaps the 
greatest of the entire history of Cambodia - was the capture and sack of the capital of its rich 
and powerful neighbour, Champa, in 1190. His military activities also bringing southern Laos, 
portions of the Malay Peninsula and Burma under his control.  
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[6] History of Jayavarman VII 

 

THIS is the history of Jayavarman VII, who was the greatest king in Cambodian history, 
has left so many inscriptions everywhere in South East Asia. And he was also the greatest king 
during his reign reached zenith like during “Funan and Chenla Periods”. After his death, 
Cambodia has been fiercely raped, plundered, robed and gulped up by her hungry-cancer Thai 
and hungry-leech Yuon neighbors who use many secret means to destroy the roots of Khmer 
culture, tradition, religion, language and soul…etc. 

 

Jayavarman VII at Prasat Preah Khan, Kampong Svay 

Kaundinya himself apparently took the name of Jayavarman. If he did not, his immediate 
successors did. Jayavarman VII was born around 1120 or 1125, son of King Dharanindravarman 
II (r. 1150 -1160) and Queen Sri Jayarajacudamani. He married a very religious, strong-minded, 
and devoted princess, Jayarajadevi, who exerted an important influence on him, both before he 
gained the throne and during the early years of his reign. He was one of the most forceful and 
productive kings of the Khmer Empire of Angkor. He expanded the empire to its greatest 
territorial extent and engaged in a building program that yielded numerous temple, highways, 
rest houses, and hospitals. Though practically nothing is known of Jayavarman's childhood and 
youth, it is clear that during his late 30s and early 40s he settled in the neighbouring kingdom of 
Champa, in what is now the central region of Vietnam. When his father died, his brother or 
cousin - Yasovarman - appears to have claimed the throne, in which Jayavarman seems to 
renounce and to have gone on a voluntary exile to Champa. He left his wife and went to Champa 
alone.  

In 1166 Tribhuvanadityavarman, a court official usurped the throne of King Yasovarman. When 
Prince Jayavarman received word of a palace rebellion, he hastened to return to Cambodia - 
perhaps to support King Yasovarman II or to assert his own rights to the throne. But his was too 
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late. When he arrived, Yasovarman was already dead and the usurper firmly seated on the throne. 
Jayavarman seemed unwilling to attempt to overthrow Tribhuvanadityavarman by force; instead 
he decided to remain in his homeland and to await an opportunity to assert his own claim to the 
throne. 

Some 12 years later, when Jayavarman was in his late 50s, that opportunity came as a result of a 
Cham invasion in 1177, which brought about the demise of Tribhuvanadityavarman, the sacking 
of Angkor, and its subjection to foreign rule. In this situation Jayavarman organized a struggle 
for independence and in less than five years he succeeded in driving out the invaders and 
establishing his hegemony over all his Cambodian rivals.  

Finally in 1181, at the age of 61, he was crowned a sole king of Khmer Empire and began a 
brilliant reign of more than 30 years, during which he brought the empire to its zenith, both in 
terms of territorial expansion and of royal architecture and construction.  

Jayavarman VII was a warrior. The greatest military achievement of his reign - perhaps the 
greatest of the entire history of Cambodia - was the capture and sack of the capital of its rich and 
powerful neighbour, Champa, in 1190. His military activities also bringing southern Laos, 
portions of the Malay Peninsula and Burma under his control.  

But increasingly he devoted his energies and organizational capacities to the kind of religious 
and religio-political construction projects that had been carried on by his royal predecessors. He 
built a large number of awesome new temples, including the Bayon, a distinctively Mahayana 
Buddhist central pyramid temple designed to serve as the primary locus of the royal cult and also 
as his own personal mausoleum; personal funerary temples of the Mahayana type, which were 
dedicated to his mother and father; and a series of provincial temples, which housed reduced 
replicas of the Royal Buddha. He rebuilt the city of Angkor Thom and rebuilt and extended the 
system of highways, which radiated outward from the Bayon and the royal palace and reached 
far into the provinces. In addition, he constructed 121 rest houses along these roads.  

During his reign, the King built 102 hospitals, which he dispersed throughout his kingdom. 
Those hospitals were built in an attempt to improve conditions of the King's subject. Jayavarman 
succeeded during his lifetime in creating a legacy that few monarchs in Khmer history have been 
able to equal. He was more than 90 years old when he died in around 1215. 

“In 1190, King Sri Jaya Indravarman Ong Vatuv made was against the King of Kambujadesa. 
The latter sent the Prince (Vidyanandana) at the head of the troops of the Kambuja to take Vijaya 
and defeat the king. He captured the king and had him conducted to Kambujadesa by the 
Kambuja troops. He proclaimed Suryajavarmadeva Prince In, brother-in-law of the king of 
Kambujadesa, as king of the city of Vijaya.” Inscription referring to the capture of Cham city by 
King Jayavarman VII.  
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“On the great routes there are places of rest like our post relays” Chou Ta-Kuan referring to the 
rest houses.  

“He suffered from the maladies of his subjects more than from his own; for it is the public grief 
which makes the grief of kings, and not their own grief.” Inscription referring to the hospitals.  

“asceticism, her virtuous conduct, her tears, her likeness to Sita, found by her husband and then 
separated from him, her body thinned by observances, her religion, her devotion to him, her joy 
at this ultimate return.” Inscription describing Queen Jayarajadevi after her husband went into 
exile. 
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When Dharanindravarman II died, the legitimate heir to the throne seems to have been his son, 
prince Jayavarman (the future Jayavarman VII). He was at least thirty-five years of age, with 
sons who were soon to become men. He was a fervent Buddhist and had married a wife, 
Jayaradevi, who was of a deeply religious and mystical nature. Yasovarman-brother or cousin-
certainly a close relative, appears to have claimed the throne. Rather than shed the blood of his 
countrymen in fratricidal strife, Jayavarman seems to have renounced the throne and to have 
gone on a voluntary exile to Champa.  

There seems to be evidence of such a renunciation, not, however, of a nature to affect his son’s 
loyalty-to Yasovarman II. We know by the inscription of Phimeanakas that Jayavarman left his 
wife, the charming Jayaradevi, and went on a long voyage to Vijaya (Champa). As Coedes has 
pointed out, this inscription tells us of her “asceticism, her virtuous conduct, her tears, her 
likeness to Sita, found by her husband and then separated from him, her body thinned by 
observances, her religion, her devotion to him, her joy at this ultimate return.”1

According to Chhabra (118, 58, n.2), varman was originally a ritual suffix of Kshatriya caste. 
The corresponding terms for the other castes were: Brahman-sarman; vaishya-gupta; sudra-dasa. 

 

When prince Jayavarman, who seems to have been a voluntary exile in Vijaya (Champa, 
Chaban) since the accession of Yasovarman II, heard of the revolt of Tribhuvanadityavarman, he 
hastened to return to Cambodia, perhaps to support King Yasovarman II, perhaps to assert his 
own right to the throne. The inscription of Phimeanakas says: “Seeing the moment come, he rose 
to save the land heavy with crime.”  His wife, “Having, by her exertions recovered her husband, 
she ceased her efforts; she desired to see (free) the land plunged into a sea of misfortunes”.  

But Jayavarman was too late. When he arrived, King Yasovarman II was already dead and 
Tribhuvanadityavarman firmly seated on the throne. Again, not desiring to engage in fratricidal 
strife for the throne, he bided his time. 

The use of Varman as an Honorary suffix 

The suffix - varman, attached to a name having a religious or political significance to form the 
name of a king or person of high rank appeared in Funan about this. Varman in Sanskrit means 
“armour,” and used in the sense indicated above can probably be translated as “protector,” and 
apparently “protégé.” Thus, Jayavarman, from Jaya, “victory,” and –varman means “protégé of 
Victory.” The title was in common use among the Pallavas and other peoples of Central and 
Southern India at this time. As we have seen, it was introduced into Champa about this time or a 
little earlier with other elements of Indian culture. It varman is equivalent to Fan, as G, Maspero 
and Finot thought, it appeared in Funan early in the third century and in Champa a little later. 

                                                           
1 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.205 
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Later varman came to designate simply the ruling class, regardless of class. The Pallavas were 
Brahmans of the Bhadavaja gotra.  

War with Champa, 1167-1176 

About 1165 another usurper, Jaya Indravarman I V of Gramapura, came to the throne of 
Champa. He was an unscrupulous adventurer, eager for plunder wherever and however it could 
be obtained. He seems to have begun his offensive against Champa as early as in 1167. The 
attack was renewed in 1170. The war was indecisive for some time. 

Ma Tuan-lin says that: 

In 1171 there was a [Chinese mandarins shipwrecked on the coast of Champa…On both sides, 
elephants were used for fighting, without great advantage. The mandarin advised the king of 
Champa to use horsemen armed with crossbows, to whom he taught the art of using their bows 
on horseback.... The success of the innovation was enormous; victory declared itself for Champa. 

This refers perhaps to border fighting, as there does not seem as yet to have been any serious 
invasion of Cambodia by the Chams. 

The Chams sack Yasodharapura, 1177 

King Jaya Indravarman then tried to secure enough horses in Kwang Tung and Hunan to invade 
Cambodia by land. Failing in this, he decided on an invasion by sea. In 1177 his fleet guided 
along the coast by the shipwrecked Chinaman, “the king of Cheng Ching [Champa] with a 
powerful fleet, pillaged it and put the king to death, without listening to any proposal of peace. 
Thus Tribhuvanadityavarman suffered the same fate he had meted out to his predecessor twelve 
years earlier. An inscription of Prasat Chrung says: “The latter [Tribhuvanadityavarman], proud 
of his force, was in his turn, despoiled of it (the Kingdom) by the king of Champa named Jaya 
Indravarman.”  

This was the greatest blow Cambodia had suffered since its conquest by the Malays. The Cham 
fleet sailed up the Tonle Sap and probably the Siemreap River to Yasodharapura. The wooden 
palisades offered no adequate defense. The wooden residences and public buildings and many 
temples with their gilded spires and idols of gold were sacked or after this date show that the 
destruction was not confined entirely to buildings of wood and brick. The spoils must have been 
great.  

A period of Anarchy, 1177-1181 

The king slain, a period of anarchy seems to have ensued. Jayavarman, returned from Champa in 
1165, seems to have been unwillingly to attempt to overthrow Tribhuvanadityavarman by force. 
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He waited twelve years and was apparently an unwilling witness of the destruction of the capital, 
which he was powerless to prevent.  

Now, however, he exerted himself to bring order out of the chaos which had arisen. The land was 
“heavy with crimes” and his wife, Jayaradevi, again united with her husband, desired to see him 
“draw the earth out of this sea of misfortune into which it was plunged. 

The Campaign in Champa 

According to the inscription of Banteay Chmar, the Khmer made an expedition into Champa at 
this time. The inscription says: 

Formerly the Prince was allied to the country of Champa. After he had taken the fortress the 
Cham king called Jaya Indravarman had erected on Mount Chek Katang, the Prince returned…. 
The advance-guard of the Cham army, taking a short cut, followed (the Khmers) furtively and 
surprised by the ruse their rear-guard, which was not able to mass. The Prince made all his forces 
return to the rear, in order to bring aid (to the rear-guard). Arrived at Mount Traya, he ascended 
this mountain when the Chams collected in order that the advance-guard should ascend (to the 
assault of the mountain). The people of the (Khmer) rear-guard were all broken down; not thirty 
remained. The Prince descended fighting to the foot of the mountain. The Chams surrounded the 
Samtac; there were none of his men who dared fight. 

The anak Sanjak Sri Deva and the anak Sanjak Sri Vardhana, who were relatives (of the Prince), 
were sworn; the people of Vijayapura…when thew future Buddha will be born. They came to 
fight the Prince and informed him of it. Then they fought and threw themselves before him, 
lowering the head, and repulsed the Chams, who ascended in great numbers…The Chams, struck 
by their lances, reached them in the stomach. They fell (faithful to) their oath. 

The Prince) order all the royal ceremonies. When he led the four divisions of the Khmer army to 
fight in 78 places, (its people) defended him all on firm foot. Arrived at the country of Kambuja, 
he designed to confer on the two anak Sanjaks the title of amten and to erect statues to them. 

Prince Jayavarman expelled the Chams 

During a period of which we have very little information, Prince Jayavarman seems to have 
beaten the Chams in a great naval battle, to have quieted the country and to have been crowned 
king as Jayavarman VII. “In a combat, having…conquered this (king) whose warriors were as an 
ocean without limits, (and) having received the Abhiseka he possessed, by the conquest of 
Vijaya and other countries, the purified earth which could be called his house.2

                                                           
2 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.207-208 

 

Jayavarman VII (1181-1215): Early period 
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Jayavarman VII was crowned king in 1181. His genealogy, given in inscriptions of his reign, 
traces his descent through his father, Dharanindravarman II, back to Jayavarman VI, founder of 
the dynasty of Mahidharapura. Chief emphasis, however, was laid on the genealogy of his 
mother, Sri Jayarajacudamani, daughter of Harshavarman III-and back through 
Kambujarajalakshmi and the mother of Sreshthavarman, to the hermit Svayambhuva Kambu and 
the Apsaras Mera, fabled founder of the race. 

Jayavarman VII must have been well advanced in years when he came to the throne. As Coedes 
has pointed out, if his son was old enough to fight before 1165, he (Jayavarman VII) was very 
probably born before 1130, which would have made him at least fifty-one years of age at the 
time of his coronation in 1181. 

Jayavarman VII’s wives and sons 

Jayavarman VII’s principal wife, when he was crowned king, seems to have been the devoted 
Jayarajadevi, who mourned for him while he was absent in Champa, apparently from about 1160 
to 1167. Another queen, Rajendradevi, whose son was old enough to indite the inscription of 
Preah Khan in 1191, is said by that inscription to be his principal wife. As will appear later, on 
the death of Jayarajadevi, he married her talented sister, Indradevi.  

Jayavarman VII had several sons, of whom four or five are mentioned in the inscriptions. There 
was the Samtac Srindrakumara, who Coedes thinks defended Yasovarman II sometime between 
1160 and 1165, who seems to have died young, and to whom Jayavarman VII erected a 
monument (along with monuments to each of the four Sanjaks who risked their lives for him) in 
one of the temples of Banteay Chmar. There was –Indravarman, governor of Louvo, whom 
Jayarajadevi advised against celibacy, between 1160 and 1165. There was Suryakumara, author 
of the inscription of Ta Prohm (in 1186) and mentioned in that inscription as Crown Prince. 
These seem to have been sons of Jayarajadevi. And there was Virakumara, author of the 
inscription of Preah Khan (in 1191), son of Rajendradevi. Then there was Indravarman, who 
succeeded Jayavarman VII, and who may have been one of the above, but it does not seem to be 
certain that he was a son of Jayavarman VII.3

This young prince had just arrived from Champa. Why he left his country, we do not know. The 
king of Champa at that time was Jaya Indravarman Ong Vatuv. We do not know when or how he 

 

The revolt of Malyang, (Khet Battambang) 1182 

In the very first year of his reign, Jayavarman VII was called upon to down a revolt of his 
subjects in the dependent Kingdom of Malyang, in the southern part of the present province of 
Battambang. He entrusted this campaign to a young Cham refugee prince named Sri 
Vidyanandana, native of Tumprauk-Vijaya.  

                                                           
3 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.209 
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came to the throne. Perhaps his succession had something to do with the flight of young Prince 
Vidyanandana to Kambujadesa. 

The story of this prince’s life in Kambujadesa is told in a Mison pillar inscription: 

In 1104 Saka [1182], he went to Kambujadesa. the king of Kambujadesa  seeing him possessed 
of al the 33 marks, received him favourably and taught him like a prince all the varied branches 
of knowledge and instructed him in the various branches of military science. During his stay in 
Kambujadesa, a dependent town called Malyang, inhabited by a multitude of bad men, revolted 
against the king of Kambujadesa. The latter, seeing the prince well versed in arms, ordered him 
to lead the troops of Kambujadesa and to take the town of Malyang. He did all the king desired. 
The latter, pleased with his valour, conferred on him the dignity of Yuvaraja and gave him all the 
pleasures and the good things which could be found in the Kingdom of Kambujadesa. 

Building activity: Nagara Jayasri 

The foreigner driven out, the country quieted and Jayavarman VII firmly seated on the throne, 
there seems to have commenced a feverish period of building activity, unparalleled in 
Cambodian history, or perhaps in that of any other country. Jayavarman had been an unwilling 
witness to the destruction of the capital by the Chams, which he was then powerless to prevent, 
although he afterwards succeeded in defeating them and expelling them from the country. The 
palace and other buildings in light material had been destroyed, statues and other booty carried 
off, and some of the stone buildings destroyed or damaged. Jayavarman VII doubtless began to 
plan a more impregnable city, with stone walls instead of the wooden palisade which had proven 
so futile; but at first his activities seems to have taken another course. 

On the spot where he won his final victory over the Chams-just to the north of the northeast 
corner of the Angkor Thom-so close that the outer moats are only 250 metres apart, Jayavarman 
VII founded a holy city, to which he gave the name of Nagara Jayasri, “Fortunate City of City.” 
This name is practically equivalent to Preah Khan, “Holy Palladium,” a name also applied to the 
Sacred Sword. The discovery of the stele consecrating the central temple of this city leaves no 
doubt that this was the beginning of the city later known as Preah Khan-one of the several cities 
known to have been built by Jayavarman VII. It has been considered a temporary capital of that 
king-while he was planning and preparing his later capital-and this view seems reasonable.4

Jayavarman VII was a warrior, as well as an organizer, builder, and public benefactor. The 
greatest military achievement of his reign-perhaps the greatest of the entire history of Cambodia- 
was the capture and sack of the capital of its rich and powerful neighbour, Champa. We have 
seen that Jayavarman VII had witnessed the destruction of the capital of his own country by Jaya 

 

The conquest of Champa, 1190 

                                                           
4 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.209-210 
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Indravarman IV in 1177 and that, after the death of the Khmer king; Jayavarman had driven out 
the invaders, quieted the country and seated himself on the throne. He made a long preparation to 
avenge this action on the part of the Cham king in 1190, after thirteen years of secret 
preparations and patient dissimulation, in consequence of a Cham aggression, Jayavarman VII 
first sent an embassy with presents to conciliate the king of Dai Viet, then sent a powerful army 
against Champa.  

A Mi-Son pillar-inscription (VII) says: 

In 1112 saka [A.D. 1190], King Sri Jaya Indravarman Ong Vatuv made ar against the King of 
Kambujadesa. The latter sent the Prince [Vidyanandana] at the head of the troops of the Kambuja 
to take Vijaya and defeat the king. He captured the king and had him conducted to Kambujadesa 
by the Kambuja troops. He proclaimed Suryajavarmadeva prince, brother-in-law of the king of 
Kambujadesa, as king of the city of Vijaya. 

He took the name of Suryajavarmadeva Ma Tuan-Lin says: 

The King of Chenla [Kambujadesa] descended, in his turn, on the Chen Ching [Champa] at the 
head of a large army, exterminated the inhabitants, seized the king in his palace, led him into 
captivity after having killed his counsellors and ministers and put an officer of Chenla in his 
place on the throne of Chen Ching.  

A Cham inscription, Po Nagar (IV), (A.D. 1226) says that the king of Kambuja “took the capital 
and carried off all the lingas”. 

Revolt and re-conquest of Champa 

Champa did not long remain thus divided into these two Kingdoms, both under the domination 
of Cambodia. A revolt in 1191 drove Prince In out of Champa and seated in his place a Cham 
prince called Rashupati, who ruled under the name of Jaya Indravarmadeva (Jaya Indravarman 
V’s). The Mi-son inscription (VII) continues: 

In…1114 saka (A.D. 1192) the king of Cambodia sent Jaya Indravarman IV (Ong Vatuv) to help 
the prince (Vidyanandana) reconquer Champa. They met a Rajapura, took Vijaya, defeated and 
killed Jaya Indravarman V (Rashputi) and ruled over Vijaya. Then Jaya Indravarman IV fled 
from the Cambodians and went to Amaravati where he raised a revolt and invaded Vijaya; but 
the prince defeated him and put him to death. Henceforth, the prince ruled without opposition. 

Champa was once more united under a Cham king 

But suryavarmadeva’s treachery to his former parton, Jayavarman VII, was not forgotten by that 
monarch. In 1193 Jayavarman VII sent an army into Champa, which Suryavarmadeva defeated.   
The next year, he sent a larger army, which met the same fate. That year, (1194), 



SLK v.2 

Page | 10  

 

Suryavarmadeva renewed tribute to Dai Viet. In 1198 he was formerly consecrated and sent an 
embassy to the Chinese Court asking for investiture, which he received in 1199. 

The events which follow are not very clear. An undated fragment, at the end of a Cham 
inscription, dated 1081, says that a Yuvaraja, ong Dhanapati Grama, who had come to Cambodia 
from Champa and had had an experience similar to that of Suryavarmadeva, was ordered by the 
king of Cambodia to conquer Suryavarmadeva this Yuvaraja seems to be identical with the 
Yuvaraja called Managahna ong Dhanapati, who tells us in a Cham inscription (Mi-son VII) that 
he was ruling over Champa on that date. Now, certain Annamite historical documents quoted by 
Maspero say that, on that date, the king of Champa was driven out by his maternal uncle and 
Maspero identifies this uncle with Managahna ong Dhanapati, who seems either to have taken 
the nephew to Cambodia with him some years before or to have added some lies to an earlier 
inscription claiming credit for deeds previously ascribed to the nephew. 

According to the Annamite documents mentioned above, the defeated king Suryavarmadeva, 
fled to Dai Viet. Arriving at the port of Co-la, in what is now northern Annam, with his family 
and many followers in more than two hundred junks, Suryavarmadeva asked for asylum. The 
Annamite emperor ordered the governor of Nghean to watch him. The governor decided to get 
rid of his troublesome guest. Suryavarmadeva, warned, invited the governor on board of his 
vessel. While the Annamite guards slept, Suryavarmadeva ordered torches thrown among their 
junks and, in the confusion, put to sea. This was the last ever heard of this clever and interesting 
character.  

Then for nearly twenty years, Champa seems to have been a province of the Khmer Empire, 
governed by one Dhanapati Grama. 

Relations with the Malay peninsula and Burma 

Jayavarman VII seesm to have extended his Empire, or at least his influence, on the southeast 
and west as well as on the east. Aymonier says that in 1195 Jayavarman VII seems to have 
subjugated some little states in the Malay Peninsula which had formerly been simply his allies. 
Among the states so mentioned are Ts’an-pan, Chen-li-fu, and Tambralinga. Ts’an-pan, it will be 
recalled, was probably in the region of Battambang and almost certainly was absorbed into 
Chenla by Isanavarman I, chen-li-fu has been satisfactorily identified as Chantaboun. Ling-wai-
tai-ta, written in 1178, lists Tambralinga (Teng-liu-mei), as a dependency of Cambodia. An 
inscription, in Khmer, dated 1183, at the base of of a bronze Buddha found at Jaiya, records an 
order to the governor of Grahi by a king of Malay name and title, which shows Khmer influence 
at Grahi, even at this late period, though Grahi had probably not been a dependency of Cambodia 
since before 775, at least. 

Aymonier quotes “many Chinese authors” as saying that Pou-kam (i.e., Pagan, capital of Burma) 
was at this time a dependency of Cambodia. Aymonier seems to think Pou-kam mean Pegu, a 
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Mon city of the order. Confederacy of Ramanyadesa (to which Louvo and Haripunjai also 
belonged) and which had been annexed by Pagan only about a century and a half earlier. A 
Cambodian inscription of this reign speaks vaguely of the conquest of a king in the west, which 
Coedes thinks must be the king of Burma. (The inscription of Prasat Tor) 

At first glance, a conquest of pagan seems unreasonable, as Burma was at that time a 
comparatively powerful Kingdom, ruled by an able king-Narapatisithu (1172-1210)-and the 
Burmese Chronicle makes no mention of any war with Cambodia at this period. In fact, the 
Burmese Chronicle, according to Scott, claims Narapatisithu held all the country from the border 
of China to the mouth of the Tenasserim River. While Chinese documents may have confused 
Pega and Pagan, the listing of the latter as a dependency of Cambodia may have some basis in 
fact. It is not at all probably that the Cambodians captured the city of Pagan, far from their 
border; but the incessant border warfare and threats of warfare may have led the Burmese king to 
pay tribute to Cambodia, just as Ma Tuan-lin says Cambodia paid to tribute Champa under the 
weak predecessors of Jayavarman VII.5

                                                           
5 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.215-217 

 

Early Inscriptions 

There are several inscriptions of the early part of the reign of Jayavarman VII whose pertinent 
contents, woven into this narrative, constitute a principal source of information for this period. 

A stele-inscription, in Sanskrit, found in one of the galleries of Ta Prohm, celebrates the erection 
of a statue. Jayarajacudamani, mother of Jayavarman VII, in the image of the mother of Jina 
(Buddha), mother of Buddha, in 1186, which date probably marks the consecration of that great 
temple. After beginning by invocations to the Triratna, to Lokesvara and to Prajnaparamita as 
mystic mother of the Buddha, it traces the genealogy of the king. It records that, at Jayavarman 
VII’s coronation, he gave his guru the title of Jaya Mangalarthadeva Jaya Kirtideva, surrounded 
by an entourage of 260 divinities and with provisions for daily oblations on an unheard of scale, 
and that at an annual fete offerings are to be made “to 619 divinities, which are here”. A later 
inscription makes it clear that Ta Prohm was the funerary temple of the mother of Jayavarman 
VII, under the traits of Prajnaparamita, mystic mother of the Buddhas. The inscription was 
executed by Jayavarman VII’s son, Suryakumara, who is called Crown Prince. 

Thus was completed at Angkor-on what Coedes calls a kilometric scale-the Buddhic triad-
Lokesvara at Preah Khan, Prajnaparamita at Ta Prohm and the Buddha, in his proper place in the 
centre, at the Bayon. This stele shows that this monument was the funerary-temple of the father 
of Jaya  VII, as Ta Prohm was that of his mother. The number of small statues entouring the 
central one was nearly twice as great-515 to 260-as that of Ta Prohm and the oblations provided 
were on a much larger scale. 
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It enumerates certain foundations made by the king, including 20, 400 divinities, and 13, 500 
villages assigned to their upkeep. The inscription is said to be the work of Prince Virakumara, 
son of Rajendradevi, principal wife of Jayavarman VII. 

An inscription of Phimeanakas (II) is undated, but is later than that of Ta Prohm. It was indited 
by Indradevi, second wife of Jayavarman VII, and celebrates the foundations of her younger 
sister, Jayarajadevi, deceased first wife of the king. It tells of her mourning for Jayavarman, 
while he was absent in Champa and of her persuading her son, or perhaps brother, Indravarman 
I, Lord of Lavodaya, and it mentioned an invasion by Jaya Indravarman of Champa and the 
resulting conquest of Champa (Vijaya). It mentions the capital by the name of Yasodharapura. 

Embassy to China, 1201 

The history of the Sung dynasty records an embassy sent to the Chinese Court in 1201 by a king 
who had then been reining twenty years: “…He sent an embassy to present a letter to the 
Emperor and to carry in tribute some products of the country and two-trained elephants. (The 
Emperor) ordered that he be recompensed exceptionally well. Then, on account of the aloofness 
due to the maritime way, he did not renew the tribute. 

Until recently, owing to a misinterpretation of this passage, it was believed that a new king came 
to the throne in 1201 and reigned twenty years thereafter, and, consequently, that Jayavarman 
VII died in 1201. This error was discovered several years ago by Coedes and Gaspardone and an 
inscription, recently brought to light, shows that he was living in 1204. It is now believed that he 
reigned until nearly1220, when he would have been nearly one hundred years of age.6

We have seen that the syncretism of Sivaism and Mahayanism had been going on for some time 
in Northern India and South East Asia. The idea of a Buddharaja, a king-god with himself 
apotheosized as the Buddha, during his life, could not have been distasteful to an ambitious 
mystic like Jayavarman VII. Suryavarman II may have given him a precedent in the substitution 
of Vishnuraja at Angkor Wat. Perhaps, even, Suryavarman I had forecast a Buddharaja. Now, 

 

It must have been near the beginning of his reign that Jayavarman VII began to consider himself 
as the living Buddha. As early as 1186 his mother is represented, in the inscription of Ta Prohm, 
as Prajnaparamita, mother of the Buddha, and he himself is clearly identified with the Buddha in 
the inscription of Preah Khan in 1191. This inscription speaks of the erection, in various parts of 
the empire, of twenty-three images under the name of Jayabuddhamahanatha. In his 
interpretation of that inscription, Coedes has shown that Jay is a sort of “hall mark” of all the 
foundations of this king. Jayabuddha is clearly Jayavarman VII apotheosized as the Buddha. 
Mahanatha, “the great saviour.” Is the epithet which could be applied to no one better than to 
Jayavarman VII, who won his country back from the Chams and drove them out of it. 

                                                           
6 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.222-223 
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Jayavarman VII, who had been playing with the idea since the beginning of his reign, decided to 
convert the central temple which he building into a pyramid-temple with the Buddharaja at its 
center. The result was the Bayon and the enormous statue of the Buddha recently found there. 

Jayavarman VII’s period, beginning with the reign of his father, had been preceded by a period 
of Vishnuism and in many of his monuments there is an older portion which seems to have been 
Vishnuite, suggesting to some scholars that Jayavarman VII sometimes built on the site of older 
Vishnuite shrines. The idea of a Buddharaja in a pyramid-temple was, as we have seen, probably 
borrowed from Suryavarman I. Sivaism and Vishnuism seem to have been pretty well 
syncretized at the time. There seems to be no evidence of the presence of Vishnuism as such in 
Kambujadesa during the reign of Jayavarman VII. 

In addition to the Bayon, dedicated to the king himself, we have seen that the great temples of 
Preah Khan, Ta Prohm, and Banteay Chmar were dedicated, respectively, to his father, his 
mother, and one of his sons. It seems probable that Banteay Kdei and some other monuments 
were similarly dedicated. These monuments were funerary temples, where the remains of the 
persons to whom they were dedicated reposed, probably in ruins. 

Then there were a great many “portrait-statues,” i.e., statues of royal and other persons who had 
enjoyed apotheosis. The inscription of Prasat Tor says Jayavarman VII erected a gold statue of 
his maternal grandfather. The inscription of Phimeanakas, speaking of Queen Jayarajadevi, says, 
“This intelligent woman erected everywhere, her father, her mother, her brothers, friends, 
relatives, and members of her family, known to her or of whom she had heard spoken. As we 
will see, the little statues of Jayabuddha, found at the Bayon, were probably portrait-statues of 
Jayavarman VII apotheosized as the Buddha.7

Mus, who has written a scholarly article on the symbolism of the Borobudur (6o50, thinks he has 
found the symbolism of the four faces of the fifty of more towers of the Bayon in the Great 
Buddhic Miracle, where the Buddha, seated in open air, projects himself into all points of space. 
These faces, he thinks, represent the Bodhisattva Lokesvara Samanatamukha, “faces on all 
sides.” The four faces represent all directions; the many towers are thought to represent each a 
province or a religious or political centre of a province. The faces, as previously stated, do not 
correspond to any other known representation of Lokesvara; but, on the other hand, they are like 
the Lokesvara on the walls. They are the faces of Jayavarman VII, represented as Lokesvara 
extending his benevolent protection to all parts of the empire.

 

8

To Jayavarman VII belongs the credit of founding Angkor Thom as it exists today, probably the 
fifth, and certainly the last, Yasodharapura. This city may better be called Kambupuri, as the 

 

Angkor Thom, last capital of Yasodharapura 

                                                           
7 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.228-229 
8 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.231 
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centre of the original Yasodharapura was outside of its walls. This fifth city has its center at the 
Bayon; but we hear no more of the worship of the Devaraja, and the terraced pyramid-temple, 
surrounded by concentric galleries and enclosures and associated with that deity, seems to have 
culminated under the Vishnuite king, Suryavarman II, in the funerary temple of Angkor Wat. 

Hospitals 

Inscription of Ta Prohm says there were 102 hospitals in the various provinces of the country. 
This does not mean that they were all erected during the reign of Jayavarman VII, built does not 
seem probable that many of them were built during the troubled reigns of his immediate 
predecessors. They were dedicated to Bhaishajyaguru, god of healing. 

According to Finot, nine steles which give the charter of foundation of these hospitals were 
known in 1915. They extend from Sayfong, just below Vientian in Laos, to the present southern 
boundary of Cambodia, but only two are east of the meridian of Angor, while all except one in 
Battambang and the one at Sayfong are within the present limits of Siamese Laos. This may 
indicate that the center of population of the Khmer Empire was moving toward the north-west; 
but it may only mean that the steles were more easily buried in the flooded delta region. 

The inscriptions indicate the institution of a true system of medical assistance throughout the 
Empire during the reign of Jayavarman VII, as most of the inscriptions mention his name. 

Highways 

In making a résumé of the work of Jayavarman VII, Parmentier tells us: “He covered Cambodia 
with a series of roads, raised above the flood level, provided with ornamental bridges over all the 
rivers, lined with stopping places every 15 kilometres”. These roads may still be traced by 
remains of causeways, or embankment, sometime 5 or 6 meters above the surrounding plain, and 
bridges in limonite, generally about 7 metres wide between the naga-balustrades. 

A road left the north gate of the capital, running in a northwest direction to Bhimapura) Phimai), 
a distance of about 225 kilometres. It passed through the Dangrek Mountains, a little to the 
northeast of Banteay Chmar. Another road left the west gate of the capital and ran west by 
northwest, in the direction of Sisophon. 

The upper road toward the east left the capital by the east gate, passed Ta Prohm, skirted the 
southern edge of the East Baray and Phnom Kulen to Beng Mealea, from which it ran due 
eastward to Preah Khan of Kompong Svai. Remains of a couple of bridges indicate that a branch 
ran northward from Beng Mealea to Chok Gargyar (Kok Ker). The distance from Angkor to 
Beng Mealea is about 40 kilometres; that from Beng Mealea to Preah Khan of Kompong Svai, 
about 60 kilometres. Coedes, basing himself on the inscription of Preah Khan, says this road ran 
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to the capital of Champa, a distance of probably more than 750 kilometres. Vijaya is probably 
meant.9

A century after the reign of Jayavarman VII, Chou- Ta-Kuan wrote: “On the great routes there 
are places of rest like our post relays”.

 

Rest Houses 

It appears that, during this reign, pilgrimages were made to great shrines, such as Neak Pean, 
Preah Khan of Kompong Svai, Phimai, and others. Along these roads were constructed rest-
houses for pilgrims. The inscription of Preah Khan says there were a total of 121, of which 57 
were on the road from Angkor Thom to the capital of Champa, 17 between Angkor and Phimai, 
44 on the Angkor-Suryaparvata-Angkor circuit, one at Suryaparvata and two at places 
unidentified. 

10

                                                           
9 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.233 
10 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.235 

 

The campaign in Champa 

We have seen that at some time before 1203 Champa had been governed as a Khmer province a 
Cham named Ong Dhanapati Grama, who had spent some time at the Khmer court. According to 
a Cham inscription (Cho-Dinh II), 535, 3, 206) the victorius Khmer king appointed Ong 
Dhanapati Grama as Yuvaraja in 1207. Cham inscriptions (ibib.; Po Ngara (IV)-ibid. 3, 505) tell 
us that another Cham prince, Ong Ansaraja of Turai-Vijaya, elder son of Jaya Harshavarman II 
(1162-1163), and consequently legitimate heir to the throne of Champa, had also been in exile at 
the Khmer court. When Ong Dhanapati Grama was sent to Champa in 1201, Ansaraja had 
received permission to serve with him. During most of the rule of Ong Dhanapati Grama, the 
Cambodian army in Champa was engaged in wars with the Annamites, Ansaraja commanding 
the Cambodian troops, with Siamese and even Burmese contingents. According to Annamite 
documents quoted by Maspero, the Cambodians seem to have withdrawn most of their troops 
from Champa some time before 1216 and 1218. 

Date of the death of Jayavarman VII 

We have seen that there is no good reason to think that Jayavarman VII died in 1201 as was 
formerly supposed. On the other hand, there are reasons to think he reigned several years after 
that date, perhaps even as late as 1215 at least. His building program demands it. The campaign 
in Champa seems to indicate it. May not the defeats and withdrawal mentioned in a preceding 
paragraph be an indication of the weakness which seems everywhere to have followed the end of 
Jayavarman VII’s reign? 
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A stronger indication of the length of Jayavarman VII’s reign is found in his relations with the 
Brahman Hrishikesa. This Brahman, according to a later inscription was born in Narapatidesa 
(=Burma_. As we have seen, a new set of Hinayana Buddhism was just becoming the established 
form of worship in Burma. This young Brahman, being versed in the Vedas and hearing that 
such knowledge was in demand in Kambujadesa , went there and in the course of time was made 
royal chaplain (hotar) by Jayavarman VII under the name of Sri Jaya Mahapradhana. No dates 
are given for his arrival or appointment; but we are told that, much later, at the end of the reign 
of Jayavarman VII’s successor-in 1243, in fact-Jaya Mahapradhana went to Phimai and there 
married a young girl, Sri Prabha, member of a famous Sivaite family. As Jaya Mahapradhana 
had six children by this wife, it is not probable that he was more than sixty years of age when he 
contracted this marriage, which would have made him born about 1183. as it is not probable that 
Jayavarman VII would have appointed to such a post, before he was twenty-five or thirty years 
of age, an alien who had come Kambujadesa  as a young man, this would the appointment about 
120801213, when Jayavarman was about eighty-five years of age and had reigned about thirty 
years. His wars and building program almost demand a reign of this length. (Coedes thinks he 
has discovered evidence that Jayavarman VII died in 1219) 

Jayavarman VII received the posthumous name of Mahapramasaugata. 

Estimate of the reign of Jayavarman VII 

At the beginning of the present century. Jayavarman VII was considered one of the minor kings 
of Cambodia. In 1903 Finot, noting that the inscription of Say Fong was like the other 
inscriptions of the hospitals found all over the country and recalling that Cham inscriptions often 
speaks of him as a great conqueror, remarked: “These steles which scattered from the depth of 
Laos to the coast Annam and Cochin China, some attesting his victories, others his beneficence, 
lighten, in the dark past of Cambodia, the figure a great prince. When Coedes demonstrated, in 
1928, that Jayavarman VII built the walls and moat of Angkor Thom and assigned to him in Toto 
the so-called Art of the Bayon, he raised him to the highest place among the Khmer kings. 
Writing in 1935, Coedes, says:  

This king, of whom scarcely more than the name was known in 1900, is now considered as the 
greatest sovereign of Cambodia, he who enlarged his country up to its extreme limits, 
incorporating therein for a time the kingdom of Champa, and covered his capital and his states 
with the most prodigious ensembles of monuments which monarch has ever conceived. 

 Jayavarman VII seems to have strong claim to be the greatest of Cambodian monarch. Nearly 
half of the great monuments of Cambodia-an ensemble never equalled by any other monarch in 
any country-are credited to him, as well as the great system of roads to all parts of his Kingdom. 
During his reign, the Khmer Empire reached its greatest extent. Probably the most brilliant 
military achievement of the history of ancient Cambodia was his conquest and subjection of 
Champa, only thirteen years after the Chams had over-run Kambujadesa and sacked its capital. 
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As a public benefactor, his system of hospitals, rest house, and healing-shrine place him in the 
first rank.11

The Ling-wai-tai-ta, dated 1178, enumerates Pagan and other regions believed to be in Burma, as 
among the dependencies of Cambodia (The dependencies enumerated by the Ling-wai-tai-ta may 
be connected roughly with the supposed dependencies with Pali names pictured on G. Maspero’s 
map of A.D. 960), and Cham inscriptions show that Burmese as well as Tai slaves were granted 
to Cham temples. This probably meant that Mon mercenaries from lower Burma (Ramanyadesa) 
served in the Khmer armies against both Annam and Champa.

 

Extent of Jayavarman VII’s Empire 

During Jayavarman VII’s reign the Khmer Empire probably reached its greatest extent. On the 
east, it touched the China Sea. At no time during Khmer history was Champa so completely 
under the rule of Cambodia as during the latter part of this reign. Already noted, a remark in one 
of the inscriptions o f the period hints that not only Champa, but Annam and Java, paid homage 
to Cambodia. As far as Annam and java are concerned, this is a vain boast and shows ho ready 
were the nations of Southeast Asia, in imitation of China, to interpret any diplomatic relations or 
exchange of presents as a sign of homage. 

On the north, the Khmer Empire bordered the Tai Kingdom of Nan Chao. During practically the 
whole existence of the Khmer Empire since its consolidation by Jayavarman VII and his 
successors, these two countries seem to have been conterminous-at least there was no organised 
independent state between them-but the border on both sides was occupied by people without a 
high degree of political organisation, and the exact boundary had probably never been clear 
defined. An early Chinese document seems to show that the Khmer Empire extended up the 
Mekong valley to and beyond the Sib-song Pan-na region and traces of Khmer settlements are 
said to have been found in the region of Chieng Sen and above it. A stele inscription of one of 
Jayavarman’s hospitals, found near Vientian, indicates that this region was an organised part of 
the Empire, closely connected with the capital. But, for several centuries, the trend of the 
population of South East Asia toward the south had been manifesting itself and, for at least two 
centuries, wandering groups of Tai had been filtering down the Salwin and the Mekong into the 
Khmer settlements of the upper and central Menam. 

12

On the Malay Peninsula, the Khmer dependency of Louvo-the old Dvaravati-extended as far as 
Grahi, which seems to have been a part of Kalah, belonging to the Empire of Srivijaya. Also 
belonging to the Khmer Empire at this time was Tambralinga, which was separated from Louvo 
by Grahi, and which communicated with the rest of the Empire only by sea via Chenli-fu. At 

 

                                                           
11 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) Pp.235-236 
12 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.237 
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least that was the situation at the beginning of Jayavarman VII’s reign and it is not probable that 
any territory was alienated during the reign of that powerful king.13

 

 Seated Jayavarman VII at Phimai [now Thailand]  

Jayavarman VII’s last dying wish was well-recorded on the wall of Khmer ancient monuments: 

“You must continue the good works I have done, for they are also yours” 

- Edict of the Hospitals of Jayavarman VII, Sey Fong Stele. 

 

 

After Jayavarman VII’s reign; who dared to sack the Angkor and loot statues from us Khmers? 
Why does Cambodia become a good sandwich on a silver plate between Siamese and Yuonese? 
Who are the present warmongers and landplunderers of Cambodians? Why did Jayavarman VII’s 
reign of its greatest glorious zenith rapidly go down the drainage like that? Who secretly created 
Killing Fields in 1800-1845 and 1945 to present day in Khmer Krom, and in Kandal from 1975 
to 1979 to brutally massacre more than 3 million innocent Cambodians, and more than 460,000 
live again from 1979 1991 in Cambodia like that? Who were behind the Gall Bladder harvesters? 
                                                           
13 Lawrence Palmer Briggs: The Ancient Khmer Empire (1999) P.238 
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How many Khmer Rouge groups are there? How many Pol Pots are there?  Who was Angkar 
Leu/Cap Tren? Who brutally forced Cambodian refugees back into Cambodia from 1975 to 
1979?  Why are there so many and many Khmer refugees who are brutally dispersed to live 
everywhere on this planet so far so worse? Why are Cambodian lands getting shrank a little by 
little in the West “Siam” and in the East “Yuon” like that? Can the people in the outside world 
consider “Siamese and Yuonese” as the “Two Civilized Nations” on the dead bodies of Khmers 
who were brutally butchered in the name of protecting of a tiny present-Cambodia? Who keep 
encroaching and plundering Cambodian lands so far so worse like that? 

 

 


