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Hanoi undoubtedly directed the acceleration of the revolutionary movements in South 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. In the next decade the North Vietnamese hoped to triumph 
throughout Vietnam, a goal, which they believed, required an indo-Chinese federation-China-
wide-strategy. But Cambodia’s place in these plans proved to be one of Hanoi is enduring 
problems. 
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[18] Who created “Kampuchea People’s Revolutionary 
Party”? 

 

AUSTRALIA scholar Ben Kiernan, who has written extensively about modern 
Cambodian history, quotes one Communist who recalled of those early days, “It was difficult to 
know who were the real Issaraks, the loyal revolutionaries, and who were the bandits and 
robbers.”1

In 1951, the UIF formed its own political party, which is called the Khmer People’s 
Revolutionary party (KPRP). But the KPRP was not able to obtain recognition from Moscow as 
an Independent Communist Party until 1960. Between 1951 and 1960, members of the KPRP 
also had to join the ICP, which was recognised the only Communist Party in Cambodia that was 
recognised by the international Communist community during nine-year period.

 

2

Life within the party proved to be another surprise for Saloth Sar. He was assigned to a cell in a 
rural area outside Phnom Penh. The cell consisted of 10 Vietnamese and 10 Cambodians. To his 
dismay, he found that the Vietnamese Communist clearly felt superior to the Cambodians. The 
Cambodians were expected do menial chores in party compounds and to listen respectfully to the 
wisdom of the Vietnamese. 

 

All Cambodian peasants, farmers, workers, students and middle classes who had supported 
Sihanouk to fight against American imperialists and Lon Nol regime; those who knew nothing 
about the Vietnamese political tricks to exterminate them all; those who hated the politics, by 
letting Sihanouk did all the jobs. Because the “Politics” in Cambodia means “Death and Jail”, 
and even be arrested by its own government’s secret police. That’s why there is no a single 
Cambodian man dare criticize their Government wrongdoing, because they are afraid to go to the 
“Pawn of Death’.  It’s better off letting their leaders alone run the country. All Cambodians are 
living like a frog in a pond/well-don’t see or know anything from the outside world. 

Hanoi undoubtedly directed the acceleration of the revolutionary movements in South Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia. In the next decade the North Vietnamese hoped to triumph throughout 
Vietnam, a goal, which they believed, required an indo-Chinese federation-China-wide-strategy. 
But Cambodia’s place in these plans proved to be one of Hanoi is enduring problems.3

Cambodia always was called “A Peaceful Island” in the Southeast Asia. Why did they need to 
create “Kampuchea People’s Revolutionary Party” like that? Who created “Kampuchea People’s 
Revolutionary Party” then?  

 

                                                            
1 Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr: Pol Pot (1991) P.36 
2 Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr: Pol Pot (1991) P.52 
3 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) P.105 
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So we-Khmer victims of Angkar Leu/Cap Tren must sacrifice our lives to search for a clue and 
answer-whether we might lose our lives in the future. We are so determined to tell our Khmer 
friends afar and near around the world that all Yuon leaders who are behind all Killing Fields 
everywhere in both Khmer Kandal and Khmer Krom from the past 18th century up to this 21rst 
century.  

After Geneva Agreement of 1954, and the Paris Agreement of 1973, the people in the outside 
world like ignorant-illiterate Khmer peasants and short-sighted townspeople really thought that 
all North Vietnamese had pulled their aggressive troops out of Cambodia. Elizabeth Becker 
recounts in good English to remind us about Yuon dressed the Cambodians in Yuon uniforms 
that were secretly sent to Srok Yuon. Why did Yuon have to dress Cambodians in Yuon 
uniforms like that? Was it the Peace Agreement to tell Yuon soldiers to get out of Cambodia in 
1954? Why can’t Elizabeth Becker tell us-Khmer victims that Yuon citizens, who used to living 
in Cambodia, can speak, read and write  Khmer much better than about more than 80% of 
ignorant-illiterate Khmer peasants since the murderous French colonial period, are able to 
secretly have themselves masqueraded among the ignorant Khmer Rouge and former bandits, to 
totally mislead the people in the outside world and many of Cambodian victims that all Killing 
Fields are created by the Khmer Rouge themselves during the Vietnamese Hidden faces Behind 
Killing Fields from 1975-1979. 

When the murderous French colonialists agreed to give Cambodians “independence and self-
determination” in 1954. The murderous French colonialists did really pull out their evil-spirited 
forces of Indochina. The people in the outside world and all Cambodians saw no a single French 
troop left behind in Cambodia. But it was so different between the murderous French colonialist 
and evil Vietminh troops in Cambodia; Vietminh secretly tried other secret means to mislead the 
people in the outside world and ignorant-illiterate Khmer peasants and short-sighted educated 
townspeople. Vietminh and Vietcong’s Super-Dirty Demonic and Poisonous Tricks to terribly 
mislead the people in the outside world and all Cambodians are to read in this way: 

The Vietnamese dressed the Cambodians in Vietnamese uniforms and then scattered one 
Cambodian with every ten Vietnamese as they stood at dockside in South Vietnam for inspection 
by the international control commission set up by the Geneva conference. Lim said the 
Cambodians were told not to say a word if asked whether they were going North against their 
will. Everyone kept quiet, and the Cambodians were boarded on a Polish ship for the voyage to 
North Vietnam. Lim was told he could return home in the two years. He had to stay for sixteen 
years. He studied Vietnamese, learned a technical skill and then joined the North Vietnamese 
army, in which he trained new recruits and won a posting at the military academy in Song Tay.4

 

 

                                                            
4 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.92-93, 94 
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When the quarrel between Communist Vietnam and Cambodia  became public in 1978, Phnom 
Penh broadcast the confession of a Vietnamese soldier who stated that in 1973 Vietnamese 
cadres were told that Cambodia must be forced to accept the Paris Agreement, and “whether 
Cambodia agrees with us or is not the problem, because Cambodia has a small population.” He 
maintained that cadres were taught that “after finishing the war in Indochina, we would become 
the big brother in Indochina….As the big brother we had to govern the younger brothers and not 
allow them to do anything at will….We should, as a common duty, force Cambodia to accept the 
Paris Agreement….a great success achieved by Vietnam in the international arena.”5

American and French leaders who didn’t know very much about Yuon’s Super-Dirty-Demon –
Poisonous Tricks, only used their strong muscles to show off that they are Super-power nations, 
the strongest nations on earth, kept pumping all weapons to Vietnam to only kill both Khmer 
Kandal and Khmer Krom people by listening to their puppets-Yuon Prey Nokor/Yuon Saigon 
government. French and Yankee governments only saw Vietnamese citizens living in both 
Khmer Kandal and Khmer Krom as only ordinary Yuon citizens. But in fact, those Yuon 
citizens, who have been living in the past and present in Cambodia, are real members of 
Vietminh and Vietcong, are able to have secretly masqueraded themselves in all levels of Khmer 
administrations, can speak, write and read Khmer, Pali and Sanskrit very much better than about 
more than 80% of us-Khmer peasants do. Many of Khmer peasants can speak Khmer very well, 
but they are terribly illiterate people. Those ignorant-illiterate Khmer peasants and short-sighted 
townspeople who are always misled by their own Khmer dictatorial leaders and their number-
one-enemies of “Two-Young-warmongering nations, Siamese and Yuonese who are the former 
fugitives and prisoners of Mongols.” 

 

It is true that were fewer written sources on the origins of Cambodian Communism than on 
Vietnamese or Lao, that its beginnings are confused, and that since there had been no American 
embassy in Phnom Penh between 1965 and 1969, American knowledge of opposition in the 
countryside was sketchy. Moreover, after May 1970, the CIA found it harder to place agents 
among the Khmer Rouge than the Vietcong. There was enough evidence, that the Cambodians 
were North Vietnamese puppets with invisible leadership and unknowable aims. 

All Indo-Chinese Communism originates from Vietnam. The Indo-Chinese Communist Party, 
formed in 1930, originally considered entirely of Vietnamese cadres. They followed Comintern 
policy of the period and envisaged the replacement of the French Indo-China by a socialist 
federation of the three countries. One Communist document of 1934, for example, stated “there 
is no place for considering a Cambodia revolution on its own. There can only be an Indo-Chinese 
revolution.” 

 

                                                            
5 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.281 
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In 1941 the Indochinese Communist Party went underground. The struggle against the French 
and Japanese was led by a new united front, the Vietminh, which was dominated by the party. 
The Vietminh was active in all three countries of Indochina recruiting Laotians and Khmers. It 
was not very successful in Cambodia; many of those Khmers who did join came from the anti-
French Khmer Issarak (“Free Khmer”) guerrillas. By the end of the decade the Vietminh was still 
the only important anti-colonial force in Indochina, and it was overwhelmingly Vietnamese.  

In 1951 the Vietnamese dissolved the Indochinese Communist Party into national components. 
In Hanoi the Lao Dong (Workers’) party was constituted, and in Cambodia the Revolutionary 
Cambodian Party was formed under a Central Committee of figures tied to the Vietminh. This 
party later encouraged the formation of a legal political party, the Pracheachon group, under the 
terms of reconciliation imposed by the 1954 Geneva Accords. The Khmer Communist Party 
itself remained a clandestine ally of the Lao Dong party and the People’s Revolutionary Party in 
Laos.  It was much weaker than either of them. 

Today the Vietnamese leadership claims that 1951 marked the end of all ideas of an Indochina 
Federation; the Cambodian Communists maintained that the Vietnamese never abandoned the 
dream evidence can be found to support either position, but at the very least it is clear that the 
Vietnamese, then and subsequently, saw the Revolutionary struggle in Indochina first in terms of 
Vietnamese national interests and only secondly in terms of proletarian internationalism.  

In 1954 the North Vietnamese accepted the term of the Geneva Agreement, which required the 
Cambodian Communists to integrate with Sihanouk’s political structure. They endorsed 
Cambodian neutrality, and the Viet Minh were withdrawn to Hanoi. The bulk of those 
Cambodians who had already chosen Communism went with them-estimates of just how many 
this involved vary between two thousand and four thousand, the lower number probably being 
closer to the truth. 

The Party did not prosper in the fifties and sixties; the maquis scratched out a thankless existence 
in the jungles and hills of the northeast and the Cardamom mountains of the southwest. 

In 1955 and 1958 the Pracheachon group fought in the election though it was severely harassed. 
From then on, certainly, more left-wingers trickled out of Phnom Penh, Battambang and other 
towns into the traditional refuge of opposition that the hills and forests have afforded throughout 
Cambodian history.6

Keo Meas was a veteran of the first Indochina war (1946-1954), when he joined Vietnam’s 
Indochinese communist party. He was the communist who had organized Phnom Penh’s railway 
workers after the war, and headed the capital’s committee for the party.

 

7

                                                            
6 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.236-237 

 

7 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) P.78 
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The divergence of views was subsequently rationalized by the Khmer Rouge in the long official 
published in 1977. Since Sihanouk had made membership in their front, the Pracheachon group, 
extremely hazardous, the Party “assigned us to act separately. Some were asked to work in the 
open in the guise of representatives of Parliament or functionaries in the administration….Some 
were asked to operate openly in various other mass organizations or to be journalists. All this 
was aimed at inciting the masses.”  The party was working in the cities and in the countryside 
with the rural areas as the main base. “The cities could not be used as a base area….The enemy 
was everywhere; the parliament, the Court, the jails, the police and the military were there. The 
enemy networks were too close, and the class composition in the cities was too complex, too 
varied.” The basic role of the party was to educate the peasantry, “to feel class indignation. This 
was the key, the basic question determining our victory.’8

At the time of the coup the Khmer Rouge was still tiny. By its own account it had 4,000 regular 
troops and 50,000 guerrillas, but those figures are almost certainly exaggerated. Captured 
documents show that the regulars were grouped into companies. Such small-scale organization 
suggests that they were scattered and not nearly as numerous as 4,000. One Vietnamese leader 
later claimed that the Khmer Rouge numbered only a few hundred in 1970. Their impact had 
been minimal.

 

9

Increasingly, however, power came to lie not in Peking but in the “liberated” area of Cambodia 
itself, first with the North Vietnamese and then with the Front. 

 

Their past history had taught the Khmer Rouge that their new comrades in arms, the North 
Vietnamese, were hardly more reliable than their new leader. (Hanoi’s principal supporter, 
Moscow, recognize Lon Nol and maintained a mission in Phnom Penh until late 1973 leaving 
some diplomats there until the very end of the war.) The North Vietnamese might have finally 
embraced the cause of Khmer Communism, but there was no reason to expect that they intended 
it to serve any interests save their own. Hanoi had now two principal concerns. The first was to 
rebuild its lines of communication, and the second was, for the first time, actually to encourage 
the growth of a Khmer resistance movement, which could later relieve Vietnamese division from 
the defence of these lines and the sanctuaries against attack by Lon Nol forces. 

The first aim was fairly easily achieved. One new route was by water. Arms, ammunition and 
food were floated by raft and sampan down the Mekong from southern Laos to the Khong Falls, 
carried round the torrent by porter and then taken by truck and cart to the town of Kratie, which 
the North Vietnamese had emptied of its population after they captured it on may 5, 1970. The 
town now served as an administration headquarters. From there some equipment was moved by 
night along hunting trails and cycle tracks east toward Vietnam and whichever of the new 
shifting base areas required it. The rest, destined for the southern Delta of South Vietnam, was 
                                                            
8 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.244 
9 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.246 
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circled by sampan, bicycle, truck, porter, in a counter-clockwise direction around Phnom Penh 
through the foothills of the Cardamom Mountains and finally into the fertile lands of rice and 
river of the Mekong Delta.10

Until mid-1971 they were allied with the Sihanoukists (known as Khmer Rumdoh, or “Khmer 
Liberators”) and, under North Vietnamese supervision, simply took over those areas of the 
countryside abandoned by the Lon Nol government. 

 

CIA reports suggest that in the early months of the war both the North Vietnamese and the 
Khmer Rouge were concerned to behave in an exemplary fashion towards the local people. For 
their part, the North Vietnamese were anxious to dispel traditional peasants dislike and the fear 
that fighting for meant fighting for the hegemony of Hanoi in Indochina. They were, they told 
villagers, the personal emissaries of the Prince, and they carried recordings of his speeches from 
Peking to prove it. A 1971 Agency report stressed that in Takeo province the Khmer Rouge to 
take great care not to antagonize the peasantry. They help them with the harvesting, offer to pay 
a reasonable sum for the supplies they need, treat the women with respect and refrain from 
abusive language or behaviours….They gained considerable sympathy from the local peasantry, 
who support them…and warn them of the arrival of [Lon Nol] troops. The only people in this 
area who do not actively support the VC/NVA and Khmer Communists are the wealthy 
merchants, local functionaries and professors.11

In Kompong Speu province, the station in Phnom Penh reported, “By maintaining tight 
discipline and carefully avoiding actions which might antagonize the local population the 
VC/NVA have been to convey the impression that they have the true interests of the peasants in 
mind.” Such claims were especially persuasive in areas the South Vietnamese had already 
crossed. For example, the village of Chebal Monn [sic], outside the town of Kompong Speu, had 
been pillaged by the ARVN in June and July 1970. when the North Vietnamese won control of it 
in September, the reminded the villagers that they had never had to worry about South 
Vietnamese looting before Sihanouk’s removal and promised to help them defend themselves in 
the future. The Agency reported that they were careful to use the village chief to recruit and 
persuade.  

 

In a detailed ten-page Intelligence Appraisal entitled “Communist infrastructure in Cambodia,” 
the Agency commented a few months later: 

“The Vietnamese communists have been successful in establishing an indigenous infrastructure 
to support their military and logistic efforts and in creating a rudimentary, functioning political 
apparatus staffed by Khmer in more than half of Cambodia’s 19 provinces.” They now 

                                                            
10 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.247 
11 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.248-249 
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controlled 65 percent of the land and 35 percent of the people and they numbered between 
35,000 and 50,000-with up to 10,000 soldiers. 

The troops were organized, as in Vietnam, in three tiers- a main force, a local force and a 
guerrilla militia with units at the national, regional, provincial, district, village and hamlet levels. 
From company level up, the commander of each unit was flanked by a political commissar who 
exercised undisputed authority over the combatants. By summer 1971 the village and hamlet 
guerrillas were already almost totally Khmer. The Vietnamese still provided the logistics and 
almost all of the military muscle, but leaders were being developed. So were tensions between 
the two allies. 

After the coup Hanoi dispatched down the Trail the thousand or more Cambodian Communists it 
had been preparing since 1954 for just such a moment as this. They were at first given command 
of the new battalions and entrusted with the training of recruits. Indeed it appears that the 
indigenous maquis, led by men like Saloth Sar and Son Sen, regarded them from the start as 
Vietnamese agents intent on suppressing Cambodian independence. 

Reports from the province of Takeo described how the Khmer Rouge were organizing a new 
civil administration in which the Vietcong were allowed only an advisory role. The Khmers were 
also forbidding the Vietnamese to form their own political infrastructure among those few 
Vietnamese who had chosen to remain in Takeo.  

A few months later another report asserted that villagers and Khmer Rouge alike had been 
complaining of the way in which the Vietnamese Communists based themselves in villages in an 
effort to evade airstrikes. Such attempts were not always successful. The report noted that 75 
percent of the houses in one village had been destroyed; the surviving villagers had expelled the 
North Vietnamese.12

Years later the Khmer Communists explained their refusal to compromise in terms of their 
historic fear of Vietnam’s intention to incorporate Cambodia into an Indochinese federation 
dominated by Hanoi; the 1954 Geneva Conference did not provide them a reassuring 
precedent.

 

13

 May 21, 1950, French sources report that Viet Minh guerrillas have infiltrated Cambodia 
and opened an arms-smuggling corridor to Thailand. 

 

 Dec. 1, 1950, AP reports that Ho Chi Ming has announced his intention of driving the 
French not only from Vietnam but also Cambodia and Laos. 

 Sept. 30, 1951, The Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party (KPRP) is founded under 
Vietnamese Communist auspices after dissolution of Indochinese Communist Party 
(ICP), which split itself into national parties - Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.  

                                                            
12 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.249-250 
13 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.264 
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 April 21, 1953, King Sihanouk ends his US visit and leaves for home to prepare for a 
possible Viet Minh invasion of Cambodia. 

 Sept. 11, 1953, PM Penn Nouth makes an appeal for 10,000 Viet Minh guerrillas to leave 
Cambodia in return for Cambodia's neutrality. 

 June 1958, South Vietnamese forces incur into eastern Cambodia. 
 June 25, 1958, King Suramarit charges that South Vietnamese troops have crossed the 

border and occupied villages four miles inside Cambodian territory. 
 July 1, 1958, Gen. Lon Nol reports that invading North Vietnamese troops have been 

withdrawn from frontier areas. 
 Sept. 30, 1960, The Khmer Communist party convenes its secret congress, which is held 

at Phnom Penh railway station; KPRP renames to the Workers' Party of Kampuchea 
(WPK), and Saloth Sar (Pol Pot) becomes member of the WPK central committee. (see 
more “Pol Pot confessed to the world…”) 

 Feb. 1963. Sarloth Sar (Pol Pot) became Cambodian communist party general secretary 
after the mysterious disappearance of his predecessor Tou Samouth. Tou Samouth 
disappeared in July 1962. 

 June 1965, Pol Pot, secretary general of the Workers Party of Kampuchea, arrives in 
Hanoi.  

 Sept. 1966, Khmer Communists under Sarloth Sar (Pol Pot) renames their organization 
once again from Workers’ Party of Kampuchea (WPK) to Communist Party of 
Kampuchea (CPK).  

 June 6, 1971, Khieu Samphan selection as PNLAFK (People’s National Liberation 
Armed Forces of Kampuchea) commander was announced.14

 
 

Then, in Cambodia itself, the first Congress of the United National Front of Kampuchea met and 
announced that it would never negotiate but would fight on until total victory.15

The Khmer Rouge numbered now some 60,000 men organized into about 175 battalions. They 
were well disciplined and excelled at infantry assaults and at quickly digging in and holding 
ground against superior fire power.

 

16

In his optimism Sihanouk even speculated that the North Vietnamese might themselves now be 
playing “the Sihanouk card” against the Khmer Communists. He said he knew the Khmer Rouge 
would kill him one day if they had the chance and told Manac’h he was grateful for his efforts, 
but begged above all for secrecy. 

 

It was secrecy that was denied.17

Elizabeth Becker, who seems to know a lot of Khmer History, but doesn’t clearly tell us-Khmer 
victims of Angkar Leu/Cap Tren how many Yuon citizens who have been living in Cambodia 

 

                                                            
14 http://www.geocities.com/khmerchronology/ 
15 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.286 
16 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.296 
17 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.341 
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since the French colonial period, can speak, write and read Khmer, Pali and Sanskrit, can 
secretly have themselves masqueraded among the ignorant Khmer Rouge soldiers, and who then 
became the leaders of Khmer Rouge soldiers/yotheas from 1970-1979?   

Moreover, as has already been noted, there was a strong Vietnamese input into the radical left 
that slowly developed after 1945. Some of the radical leaders had mixed Cambodian Vietnamese 
ancestry. Others, more importantly, accepted the leadership of the Vietnamese-dominated 
Indochinese communist party (ICP) as representing the only truly revolutionary organization 
dedicated to ending French rule over all the countries of Indochina.18

The Cambodian communist movement gained its own identity, separate from ICP, When the 
latter, Vietnamese-dominated grouping dissolved itself in 1951. From this point on there were 
three national communist movements in each of the Indochinese states, Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia. The new party in Cambodia called itself the Khmer People’s Revolutionary party 
(KPRP) when it was founded in September 1951. Estimates of the size of its membership at this 
stage vary. It may have had as many as a thousand in its ranks, but many of these were ethnic 
Vietnamese rather than Cambodians.  Importantly, too, the influence of the Vietnamese worker’s 
party (the successor in Vietnam to ICP) was very strong; some scholars argue that the KPRP’S 
statutes were first drawn up in Vietnamese before being translated into Cambodian.

 

19

The Vietnamese communists originally tried to build a united front by joining the Khmer Issarak 
(free Cambodians) to the fledging Khmer communist movement under Vietnamese control. By 
the time of the right-wing coup in Thailand the Vietnamese had been grooming several 
Cambodians to become leaders of a Cambodian communist movement within the Indochinese 
communist party. Once these Cambodian communist were properly trained and organized, they 
would call for and create a broad Cambodian front to fight the French. 

 

The Vietnamese communists wrote the statutes for Khmer people’s revolutionary party and the 
draft platform, which they sent back to Cambodia for translation into Khmer language and for 
approval. Even after 1951, Cambodian communists were inducted into the underground 
Indochinese communist party. Membership in Khmers people’s revolutionary party did not 
constitute membership in a proper party. 

This vague situation not only confused Cambodian communists at the time, it led the thunderous 
debates later when Cambodians were fighting over the roots of their communist party. Did it 
grow directly out of the Indochinese communist party in 1951, and was it therefore subservient 
to the Vietnamese, or was it properly founded in 1960 by Cambodian far less dependent on 
Vietnam?  

 
                                                            
18 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) P.64 
19 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.86-87 
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Anti-French war was dominated in the northwest by noncommunist Issarak group who fought 
throughout most of the country. They often coordinated their fighting with the communist-led 
Issarak, the united Issarak front, adding to confusion. Some Issarak were nothing more than 
bandits; other were among the fiercest independence fighters. It was Cambodia’s fate that no one 
could bring them altogether; the noncommunist Issarak did not trust the Vietnamese-dominated 
Khmer communists.20

The congress named the party the workers party of Kampuchea. (later, in 1966, the name was 
changed to the communist party of Kampuchea. as required, the party congress wrote and 
approved the Cambodian communists’ view of their country’s political and economic situation, 
why they believed Cambodia need a resolution and how they planned to achieve one. the 
analysis employed by the Cambodians was entirely online with Hanoi's view of the Indochinese-
wide situation even when it did not apply to Cambodia. the Cambodians showed no signs of 
dissatisfaction with Vietnam in these initial party documents. 

 

The Cambodians’ loyalty to Vietnamese and Chinese orthodoxy was better served when 
describing the second enemy, the feudal landowners. Since 86 percent of Cambodians was 
peasants, the communists figured they should be the chief targets for recruit. In addition, the 
peasant’s chief enemy, they said, was the moneylenders. 

Finally, the party had to choose its “line,” the encapsulation of its goals and methods. They 
chose: “independence, national sovereignty, and self-reliance” and “revolutionary violence.” It 
was a mixture of Vietnamese and Chinese influence as filtered through the Vietnamese. The 
latter was the same as that adopted by the communists in South Vietnam to combat Diem’s 
serious and effective police action against them.21

The party leader Tou Samouth disappeared mysteriously and was presumed kidnapped and 
murdered. He had returned from a secret trip to Hanoi in early 1963.  

 

Within days after the coup, Lon Nol took command of the fighting, and quickly displayed his 
lack of military acumen, his obsession to turn the war into a crusade against the Vietnamese 
inflicts and his determination to reassert the glory of Cambodian and Buddhism. The first months 
of battle were disastrous. Phnom Penh’s forces effectively lost or gave up control of more than 
half of the country to the North Vietnam army. The east and northeast went quickly: Snuol, Chup 
(site of the rubber plantations where the Vietnamese Indochinese communist party had won its 
first recruits in Cambodia), Krek, stung Treng, and the provinces of Mondulkiri and Rattanakiri-
headquarters for Saloth Sar’s communist party of Kampuchea. 

                                                            
20 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.86-87 
21 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.107-109 
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By August the North Vietnamese had forced the Khmer Republic army to abandon most of 
western Cambodia South of Battambang province down to the gulf Siamese as well as the area 
between Kompong Speu provinces to the Southern river port city of Kompot.22

After the World War II, Cambodia became one of the targets in the fight between the Great 
Powers. Vietnam obtained, with the support of URSS, strong foothold through Cambodia.  

 

In late 1950s, Vietnam attempted to propel KPRP into Cambodia political scene. Thus the 
Pracheachon Party, the legal political party of KPRP, participated in the 1955 and 1958 National 
Assembly Elections. The Pracheachon party won a very weak ballot (± 4 percent) of the vote and 
did not secure a seat in the legislature. Members of the Pracheachon could not make any progress 
in the National Assembly because of Sihanouk’s Sangkum Reastre Niyum, which then 
monopolized all seats.  

The Rise of a Communist Party controlled by Vietnam: the Pracheachon Party during 1950s, 
there was no alternative political party as well structured as the Pracheachon Party. When the 
Sangkum Reastre Niyum’s opposition members were subject to harassment and to arrests, they 
automatically rallied KPRP-Pracheachon Party without knowing exactly who lead this adverse 
party.23

The odd thing about using this Decree-law is that it refers to the revolution which was founded in 
1951 by the first Cambodian communists after the dissolution of the Indochinese Communist 
Party, which was co-founded by Ho Chi Minh. The revolution’s full name was the Khmer 
People’s Revolutionary Party (KPRP), later Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK). 

 

The leadership was taken over by Pol Pot in the 1960 party’s second congress; and in 1962, Pol 
Pot became the powerful Secretary-General of the party after Tou Samouth was murdered (some 
people say by Lon Nol on the instruction of Prince Sihanouk; others blame Pol Pot).  

Upon Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia in 1979, the remnant Khmer Viet Minh and the Khmer 
officers who defected early to Vietnam claimed the ownership of the Khmer People’s 
Revolutionary Party and changed its name to Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party. 

The idea of changing from “Khmer” to “Kampuchean” was to make way for those who were not 
of Khmer ethnicity to become leaders of the party. 

                                                            
22 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.148-154 
23 Kang Pol: People’s Lively Forces Vietnam’s Expansionism in Indochina Vietnam’s Expansionism in Indochina: 

Strategies and Consequences on the Regional Security 
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According to Hun Sen in his 13 Decades of Cambodia’s journey, the new party “is the 
continuation of the Khmer People’s Revolutionary Party”. In his book, Comrade Hun Sen also 
accused Pol Pot of betraying the party’s goals.24

 

 

                                                            
24 Phnom Penh Post, Issue 8/20, October 1 - 14, 1999 


