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Yiey Tien has tried hard to drag us Khmer victims of Angkar Leu/Cap Tren out of the dark place 
in a good explanation to all her Khmer children about the mysterious Son Ngoc Minh/Nguyen 
Van Mien who was a real Yuon Vietminh as the leader of instigator instigating the ignorant both 
Khmer Kandal and Khmer Krom peasants to hate the murderous French colonialist who were 
ignominiously forced out of Indochina into the South China Sea after 1954. 

mailto:TAPROHM30@HOTMAIL.COM�


SLK v.2 

Page | 1  

 

[17] Who was a mysterious Son Ngoc Minh 

 

TOO many foreign experts on Cambodia’s History trying to find a needle that has been 
dropped into the bottom of South China Sea for many decades, but those who always claim that 
they are so expert on Khmer’s history as I already mentioned before and later, whose articles are 
full of craps. Even if a mysterious Son Ngoc Minh, whose real ID was a pure Yuon citizen, who 
was able to perfectly have himself disguised as the leader of Khmer Communist Party, had an 
secret drastic order from his master, Yuon Hanoi leaders, to woo and instigate the both ignorant 
Khmer Kandal and Khmer Krom peasants and farmer to support Vietminh to drive the 
murderous French colonialists out of Indochina: 

Yuon are super-atheists/Thmils but they came to create misfortune beliefs in order to leading 
Khmers away to be butchered easily. That is why there are Yuon ringleaders came to 
impersonate as Khmer Buddhist monks.1

Its leader was SON NGOC MINH (possibly a brother of the nationalist Son Ngoc Thanh), and a 
third of its leadership consisted of members of the ICP.

 

2

                                                           
1 Sot-Polin: Angkor Borei, (The Voice of Khmer Overseas) 

 

As we will see as clear as a bright crystal of William Shawcross’ Destruction of Cambodia. He 
really well explained to us Khmer Victims that an American reporter who was trying to disguise 
himself as a French reporter so that he could go to get news in the battlefield. That American 
reporter tried hard to speak as he is a French reporter, but in fact, he’s a real Yankee reporter 
who tried hard to cover up his real ID by speaking French as he’s a French reporter. But his 
accent is lousy different from the French people. But to me, French and American people who 
look alike, if they didn’t tell me honestly where they come from. 

William Shawcross really dare say that American reporter trying to disguise himself as a French 
reporter, but he’s still terribly misled that all the Killing Fields were made by the Khmer Rouge, 
led by Pol Pot from 1975-1979. Why doesn’t he dare say all Yuon citizens, who have been living 
in Cambodia since the murderous French colonial period, have tried hard to cover up their real 
Yuon ID, and are perfectly able to secretly have themselves masqueraded among the ignorant-
stupid-idiot Khmer Rouge soldiers? Nearly all ignorant Khmer peasants and short-sighted 
educated townspeople, William Shawcross, John Pilger and many more who always claim that 
they so expert on Cambodia’s history are completely still misled that the Khmer Rouge soldiers 
who had a real gut to kill their own people: 

 

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_Civil_War  
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In at least one case, an embassy official asked the Cambodian government to expel an American 
reporter. To travel by taxi to the fighting was extremely dangerous, because the roads were 
always being cut, if only for short periods, by the Communists. Very few reporters who were 
captured ever returned; altogether, during the war twenty-one Western and Japanese journalists 
were lost. 

Once, reporters out in the fields did come across Amos himself with a group of Cambodian 
officers; they were poring over a map spread on the hood of a jeep. When Amos saw them he 
tried to disguise himself by speaking French. But Alabama accents are hard to conceal.3

“Hanoi’s criminal-stratagem Khmer-children should know!” Yiey Tien continued: In 1947, to 
show the Friendship between Khmer-Lao-Yuon, not a false phrase (Yiey Tien might want to say 
that this phrase wasn’t made up by her. Yuon-Vietminh made up this phrase to trap everybody 
into their net/ trawl, or they-Vietminh diverted the eyes of the world/UN. They didn’t want to get 
themselves caught by the International Court of Justice), which the Vietminh could divert the 
world/UN and Cambodian Victims attention with a great success was that they had sent a 
Vietnamese man, whose name “Nguyen Van Mien”, by using a false name of Kampuchea Krom 
as Son Ngoc Minh (called Achar Mien), who was said to be the brother of Son Ngoc Thanh. 
Because Yuon-Vietminh knew Kampuchea Krom people who loved and respected Son Ngoc 
Thanh very much. As matter of fact, Angkar Leu/Cap Tren had assigned Nguyen Van Mien 
rightfully to be a monk who was sent to Cambodia, to hide himself as a disguised Cambodian 

 

Yiey Tien has tried hard to drag us Khmer victims of Angkar Leu/Cap Tren out of the dark place 
in a good explanation to all her Khmer children about the mysterious Son Ngoc Minh/Nguyen 
Van Mien who was a real Yuon Vietminh as the leader of instigator instigating the ignorant both 
Khmer Kandal and Khmer Krom peasants to hate the murderous French colonialist who were 
ignominiously forced out of Indochina into the South China Sea after 1954. 

Vietminh went right ahead: they stirred up all the unrest in Cambodia, who incited Cambodian 
people to misunderstand and stop supporting of Cambodian Government. The Vietminh 
instigated Cambodian rebels to kill one another (Khmers killed Khmers). Vietminh’s instigation 
was becoming a real menace to Cambodia. Meanwhile, the mountaineers got organized and 
applied to the Vietnamese revolutionaries who were hiding in the Cambodian jungles for arms 
and ammunition. To achieve these plans of forming Khmer Party as soon as possible. Ho Chi 
Minh had sent a man who’s named “Nguyen Van Mien”, was a masquerade as Son Ngoc Minh, 
who was supposed to be brother of Son Ngoc Thanh. In fact, Son Ngoc Minh wasn’t an elderly 
brother of Son Ngoc Thanh at all. That was only the political stratagem of Hanoi. Hanoi wanted 
to conceal its dirty-secret plans of exterminating all Khmer classes and incorporating Cambodia 
into an Indo-Chinese federation was dominated by Hanoi so that the world could not condemn 
her pogrom of Khmer as she did from 1975 to 1979. 

                                                           
3 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.198 
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monk living in Wat Sam Phoeuk-the perimeter of Phnom Penh. Son Ngoc Minh was in fact 
trying to concentrate on Cambodian Buddhist Religion, and to learn Khmer tradition and 
behaviors, which he wanted to act as a real Khmer national. 

Until he succeeded in doing so. In 1947, he went back to Kampuchea Krom to quit from being a 
Buddhist Monk. Vietminh had appointed Son Ngoc Minh as Phu Chu Tiep Ban Chap Hanh Cuu 
Quoc (the leader of Kampuchea Krom) to show off his face clearly that Kampuchea Krom had 
the same right with Vietminh who were in charge of liberating Kampuchea Krom from French. 
From then on, Vietminh in the Travinh province selected educated Kampuchea Krom people 
who were assigned to some office jobs sequentially such as the Department of Information, in 
which there were Son Phuot Rat as former lawyer, Lam Thai and Son Ngoc Phuot. Son Ngoc 
Sour was in the secret-service office. Mr Thach Than and Miss. Tien were in the Department of 
National Education. 

Then, Nguyen Van Mien/ Son Ngoc Minh cooperated with Tou Samouth (nickname, Achar Sok) 
as the chairmen of Committees of the National United Front. Therefore, on 19 June 1951, the 
United National Front of Kampuchea was led by a masquerade-Achar Mien/ Son Ngoc Minh, 
which is today known as “Cambodian People's Revolutionary Party/ Pracheachon. Vietcong 
cadres seized the opportunity to push the people into open rebellion. NVA/Vietcong, by taking 
advantage of the confusion that followed Prince Sihanouk’s deposition, invaded two-thirds of 
Cambodia, where they were hiding, to wait for the right time to come to achieve their long-time 
dream of forming “Indo-Chinese federation, which was led by the machine of Hanoi. In the 
countryside, they got Sihanouk’s good graces for their sanctuaries to liberate South Vietnam. In 
1965, South Vietnamese had a good blessing from American intervention. Meanwhile, more and 
more Vietcong/NVAs were sent deeper and deeper into the countryside. In 1970, 20,000 
Vietcong/NVAs flooded into all over Cambodian territory; those who have had every good 
experiences of war, and know Cambodian geography far better than the Cambodian people. Lon 
Nol claimed that they had between 35,000 and 40,000 troops in the country. He published maps 
of their bases and supply lines, and he pointed out that their spread was due to flooding and to 
“the operation-pressures exerted by their adversary,” “that is, to clearly operations by American 
and South Vietnam troops.” 

The names of the radicals from this period have barely been remembered outside Cambodia. 
Chief among them was the pseudonymous Son Ngoc Mien, a former monk who had changed his 
name from Achar Mien with the aim of gaining some reflected glory from the better-known Son 
Ngoc Thanh. Two other important leaders on the left were Sieu Heng and Tou Samouth. The 
latter communist movement and then was executed as one of the leftist victims of Sihanouk’s 
security police. 
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The future Pol Pot and his best known associates, Ieng Sary and Khieu Samphan, were still not 
part of the Cambodian political scene.4

By now Son Ngoc Thanh and his free Cambodians had developed a very strong groundswell of 
popular support in Cambodia. The Vietminh attempted to cash in on this and ride to power in 
Phnom Penh on the backs of the Khmer Issaraks (Free Cambodians). Firstly, the communists 
boosted a previously unknown leader called Son Ngoc Minh (called Achar Mien), an obvious 
attempt to persuade Khmers that this newcomers was a close relative of the popular Son Ngoc 
Thanh. And as the free Cambodians had just formed a “Committee of National Liberation”, so 
the communists created a “Committee for the Liberation of the Cambodian people”.

 

5

In 1950, while the Khmer students in Paris were beginning to develop their ideas, the largely 
unknown Khmer revolutionaries from Cochin China founded the “United National Front” led by 
the mysterious Son Ngoc Minh-pseudonym of a chief who was said to be the brother of much-
loved Son Ngoc Thanh. The Front’s prime objective was to assist Vietnam in its national 
liberation struggle against France. These “Khmer-Vietminhs”, as they were called, sought to 
destroy France’s economic and financial holdings in Cambodia and sabotage communications 
within Indochina. The Front received very little support from the Khmers in Cambodia, who had 
small knowledge of political issues, and they endured the war of decolonization rather than 
taking any active part in it-to them, it was a Vietnamese Cambodia Year Zero.

 

Another Cambodian expert, Father Francois Ponchaud, speaks Khmer very fluently, and knows a 
lot of Cambodian Histories than other Cambodian historians. I heard his voice on the Radio 3EA, 
interviewed with Um Narong in Khmer language in late 1991. But he also didn’t know much 
about Hanoi’s dirty-secret-genocidal plans of Khmer race, has given us more information about 
the “Mysterious Son Ngoc Thanh”:  

6

Father François Ponchaud also emphasized: the origins of the Khmer Communist Party that is 
now running Kampuchea date from the anti-colonialists struggle against the French. Ho Chi 
Minh, whose aim was to get France out of Indochina and set up a socialist regime there, founded 
the “Indochinese Communist Party” on 3 February 1930. It was joined by a newly formed 
Cambodian section composed solely of Vietnamese and Chinese nationals living in Cambodia, 
who could exert no profound influence upon the Khmer people. The first Cambodian 
revolutionaries made their appearance in the Khmer minority in Cochin China, during the first 
Indo-Chinese war.  The Khmers in Cochin China had always been fiercely political, detached 
from their motherland since the eighteen century; they lived under the dominion of the 
Vietnamese, shielded by France. Their Khmer honor suffered from this, and from early 
childhood they had to defend themselves against the Vietnamese in order to preserve their own 

 

                                                           
4 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.64-65 
5 Simon Ross: Subjugation of Cambodia (1983) P.15 
6 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.177 
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culture. “Ever since we were children,” one of them says, “We were taught to hate the monarchy 
because it was the monarchy’s fault that we had lost our Khmer identity.” 

Son Ngoc Thanh, for instance, was an early campaigner for Cambodian independence in 1930s. 
After wartime exile in Japan he was briefly Prime Minister of Cambodia before the French 
reasserted control over the kingdom in 1945. His career later included time spent as a law student 
in France, as a leader of anti-Sihanouk rebel force along the Thai Cambodian border and, 
ultimately, as one of the plotters who overthrew the prince in 1970.7

 

Son Ngoc Thanh 

 

The history of the anti –Sihanouk rebellion really began as early as 1941 with Son Ngoc Thanh, 
one of the founders of the Khmer Issaraks (free Cambodians) movement. Warped by ambition, 
he was an early and obstinate opponent of the monarchy. 

Son Ngoc Thanh, born December 7, 1908 at Ky La in the province of Tra vinh, south Vietnam, 
wasted no time aligning himself with the Japanese occupation forces after his attempted coup 
d’etat failed in 1942. The Japanese named him minister of foreign affairs on June 1, 1945; a 
month and a haft later he eliminated the rest of the cabinet and named himself the first head of an 
allegedly independent Cambodia. France’s general Leclere arrested him on 16, 1945, for anti-
allied activities. He returned to Cambodia on October 29, 1951, and founded the newspaper 
Khmer Krok. Publication was suspended in February 1952. He once again joined the marquis on 
March 9, 1952, and attempted to revive the Khmer Issaraks (free Cambodians) insurrection, later 
returning as a dissident. 

                                                           
7 Milton Osborne: Sihanouk, Prince of Light, Prince of Darkness (1994) P.8 
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When he returned to Phnom Penh in 1954, at King Norodom Sihanouk’s personal request to 
French authorities, Son Ngoc Thanh hatched new plots against the monarchy. From 1956 on, he 
worked with Sam Sary, former Deputy Prime Minister and ambassador to England, to create the 
Khmer Serei (also “free Khmer”) movement, supported by the CIA, South Vietnam, Laos and 
Thailand.8

I don’t think going back to Vietnam was part of his retirement plan!!! I do think Vietcong then 
perceived Son Ngoc Thanh as a threat to its expansionism plan so they went to capture him and 
eliminated him while they could, during the Khmer Rouge chaotic situations. Son Ngoc Thanh 
disappeared when the Khmer Rouge took power in Cambodia which makes me rethink who was 
really Son Ngoc Thanh’s eliminator(s)? History shows Viet have been killing Khmer leaders 
without trace and Son Ngoc Thanh was one of the victims under the Viets’ political 
eliminations.

 

By then Thanh political life was over. The Former Prime Minister returned to Vietnam and lived 
in retirement. He died on august 8, 1977 in Vietnam. Kampuchea Krom is mother land to all of 
Khmer Krom around the world. We all have responsibility to help our people, to liberate and 
establish our own independent nation as free democratic Kampuchea Krom. Are we sure that 
Son Ngoc Thanh was not killed by the Vietcong (Viet Rouge)? Son Ngoc Thanh had a history of 
deploring the Viets and the Thai for encroaching on Khmer’s territories.  

I do think that Son Ngoc Thanh was trapped by the Vietcong in Cambodia and sent back to 
Vietnam for punishments. And so Son Ngoc Thanh’s life ended in Vietnam?!  

9

Nearly 100 Cambodians remained in North Vietnam undergoing communist train there, 
including Son Ngoc Minh whom Hanoi continued to treat as the leader of the Cambodian 
communists. There were no two potentially competitive, hostile groups of Cambodian 
communists: those in Hanoi under direct Vietnamese supervision, and those in Cambodia who 
just had proclaimed themselves an independent party.

 

10

Instead, they founded the united Issarak front, led by the former monk Son Ngoc Minh, who had 
joined the underground Indochinese communist party in 1946. the communists used the Issaraks 
name in hopes of uniting all Issarak groups under their banner the word "Issarak" traditionally 
had implied noncommunist. Moreover, the communist former monk had chosen a nom de guerre 
that consciously aped the name of the noncommunist nationalist leader Son Ngoc Thanh. The 
confusion multiplied. Who was the original leader of independence movement who fled to Japan 
and joined the Japanese fascists?  Which group were the original Issarak movement and which 
communists led? As one revolutionary said early in the war, it was difficult to know who were 

 

                                                           
8 Norodom Sihanouk: War and Hope: The Case for Cambodia (1980) P.27 
9 http://www.khmerkrom.net  
10 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.107-109 
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the real Issarak, the loyal revolutionaries and who were bandits and robbers? Matters became 
more confused for the communists in 1951, the year after the founding of Issarak front group. 
That year the Vietnamese/Vietnam officially restored their communist party. In Cambodia the 
party kept the old name, Indochinese Communist Party, maintained the same organization with 
mixed units and cells of Cambodians and Vietnamese/Vietnam under Vietnamese control, and 
remained underground.11

Son Ngoc Minh was still in Hanoi, where the Vietnamese continued to accord him the title of 
leader of Cambodia’s communists. Sieu Heng had defected. Nuon Chea, originally recruited by 
the Thai communist party while studying in Bangkok, was elected to the second position, Saloth 
Sar to the third. His friend Ieng Sary captured the fifth position.

 

12

From March 29 1970, when the North Vietnamese launched their first major attack in Cambodia, 
until the middle of 1972, Lon Nol’s small, inexperienced army had to face and was defeated by 
the best fighters in Southeast Asia, the North Vietnamese army. But Sihanouk claimed regularly 
that it was his front that was defeating the Phnom Penh army. The Lon Nol military suffered the 
causalities inflicted by the North Vietnamese and grew to hate Sihanouk and his allies as much 
as the Khmer Rouge did. The Vietnamese had trained the returnees in a number of valuable 
military skills. They were sent out to build up the Khmer Rouge army. While Sar refused to 
accept “mixed” Vietnamese and Cambodian military units were led and directed by the 
Vietnamese, he was willing to use Cambodians trained by the Vietnamese. Very few returnees 
were given positions of power; the few who were later diverted of those positions. Most felt 
isolated, as the survivor said, though in fact, this was the case for all Cambodian communists. 
“Contacts between the upper levels and lower levels were like contacts between heaven and 
earth… a comrade only knew about himself and himself alone. There was no question of 
knowing anything about matters of the situation in which one founded oneself.

 

13

“The putative father of a dissident movement, Son Ngoc Minh became the head of the Khmer 
Vietminh. Following the Geneva agreements of 1954, they went over to Hanoi.” Pol Pot and his 
Khmer Rouge knew who son Ngoc Minh was?: “a radio Hanoi program in December, 1978, 

 

Ho Chi Minh secretly sent Son Ngoc Minh/ Nguyen Van Mien who could speak very fluently 
Khmer to study Khmer culture, religion and Pali/ Sanskrit at Wat Phoeuk, outskirt of Phnom 
Penh. Son Ngoc Minh /Nguyen Van Mien became a Khmer Buddhist monk, who had completely 
finished his studies of Khmer culture, religion and Pali/ Sanskrit, known as “Achar Mien”. Achar 
Mien, who had secretly his aids from Ho/Yuon leaders, declared himself as brother of Son Ngoc 
Thanh. But in fact, Son Ngoc Thanh did not have a brother like Son Ngoc Minh/ Achar Mien 
who, as great king Norodom Sihanouk stated in his (war & hope): 

                                                           
11 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.86-87 
12 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.107-109 
13 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia’s Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) Pp.148-154 
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claimed the Khmer Rouge had subsequently poisoned the old and ailing Son Ngoc Minh with an 
eye to taking over the leadership of the United Khmer Communist Movement, that is, uniting the 
Khmer Rouge and Khmer Vietminh”. 

Only under extraordinary circumstances could any of Cambodia’s variety of tiny minority groups 
have come to power. 

The elderly Son Ngoc Minh, eliminated by the Khmer Rouge in 1972, did not fully taste the 
fruits of his plotting.14

                                                           
14 Norodom Sihanouk: War and Hope: The Case for Cambodia (1980) Introduction 

 

In fact, Nguyen Van Mien/Son Ngoc Minh, who was a disguised Vietnamese national living in 
Cambodia, cooked up his story that he was a brother of Son Ngoc Thanh. His real ID could not 
be able to be concealed in the eyes of Khmer Rouge. Because Ieng Sary, (his real name was Kim 
Trang whose ancestors were brutally forced to use Vietnamese names instead of Khmer names) 
one of the Khmer Krom men, who knows too well about culture, tradition, custom between 
Khmer and Vietnamese. 

 


