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Geneva marked a historical split among the Khmer Communists. Those were taken to Hanoi 
remained there, growing older, more pro-Vietnamese and more remote from their country. But 
a few hundred Khmer Communist guerrillas dissolved Hanoi and stayed in the maquis after 
1954. They saw the Geneva as an outright betrayal of the Cambodian resolution. Twenty-three 
years later, the Communist Prime Minister of Cambodia complained that “this revolutionary 
struggle of our people and the war was booty that was subsequently captured, dissolved into 
thin air through the Geneva Agreements.” The trouble in those days, he said, was that 
Cambodians did not know which direction to follow and “which forces to rely on.” Evidently 
Hanoi was not a reliable force and, in order to distance the Khmer Rouge from their Vietnamese 
origins, the Party’s history was rewritten and its founding dated in 1960, not 1951. 
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[14] Peace agreements were to have totally betrayed 
Cambodia 

 

DID AMERICANS really betray Cambodians by leaving us falling into the Mysterious 
Vietnamese hidden faces behind the Killings Fields in 1975?  Why did Yankees run away 
leaving Cambodians into the brutal grips of Vietnamese hidden faces behind the Killings fields 
just like that?  As Martin Wright gave us a clearest statement to the world: 

Already more than half the German people-according to the polls-consider the United States 
more of a threat to the world peace than the Soviet Union. (In 1989, P.119) 

The Prime Minister, Long Boret, who was on the Khmer Rouge’s public “death list,” declined 
Dean’s invitation along with all but one of his cabinet. So did Lon Nol’s brother Lon Non. So did 
Prince Sirik Matak, another “traitor” and the only leader of the 1970 coup still in Phnom Penh. 
He sent Dean a letter: 

Sirik Matak’s letter sent to American Dean 

Dear Excellency and friend. I thank you every sincerely for your letter and for your offer to 
transport me towards freedom. I cannot, alas, leave in such a cowardly fashion. 

As for you and in particular for your great country, I never believed for a moment that you 
would have this sentiment of abandoning a people, which has chosen liberty. You have refused 
us your protection and we can do nothing about it. You leave and it is my wish that you and your 
country will find happiness under the sky. 

But mark it well that, if I shall die here on the spot and in my country that I love, it is too bad 
because we all are born and must die one day. I have only committed this mistake of believing in 
you, the Americans. 

Please accept, Excellency, my dear friend, my faithful and friendly sentiments. Sirik Matak.1

This is what we call, “A friend in need is a friend in shit, who ran away for their lives leaving us 
into the hands of Mysterious Vietnamese Secret Agents from 1975-79.) 

 

The next stage of Cambodia war was brought by the Paris peace accords signed on January 27, 
1973, by the United States and North Vietnam. The negotiations had lasted four years, the length 
of President Nixon’s first term in office, and brought benefits only Washington and Hanoi. The 
Americans achieved their goals of ending active involvement in the war and winning back the 
Americans held as prisoners of war. The North Vietnamese won the withdrawal of American 
                                                             
1 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) 
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troops from South Vietnam and an end to American bombing of North Vietnam without having 
to withdraw North Vietnam troops from the South. A cease-fire was declared in the South. 

 

Lon Nol governments2

Lon Nol invited his opponents to join him in a cease-fire, at least. But the Khmer Rouge refused 
to take part in these negotiations on the assumption that a suspension of hostilities in Cambodia 
would rob them of their chief strategic advantage-the semi-isolation of Phnom Penh from other 
Khmer republic-held territory and from its supply points in South Vietnam and Thailand. the 
United States agreed to end all bombing in Lao once a cease-fire agreement was reached in that 
country, which was achieved one month later, in February 1973.

 

3

Cambodia became the only arena for American bombing jets, and in February 1973, showers of 
explosive bombs began to fall from Americans B-52s and fighter jets. The North Vietnamese had 
warned the Khmer communists of this possibility; the Khmer Rouge decided the accords were 
one more betrayal by their communist allies. But they were silent on the matter in public. On the 

 

                                                             
2 Cartoon by Bun Heang Ung http://sacrava.blogspot.com  
3 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.161 
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ground they devised a simple and harsh plan to protect themselves from the bombs and from new 
“betrayal” by the Vietnamese, a plan to isolate themselves even further, to dig in for the fight of 
their lives and make any sacrifices necessary.4

1973 - In an attempt to prop-up the Lon Nol government, halt the Khmer Rouge assault and 
destroy North Vietnamese bases in Cambodia, the Nixon administration secretly intensifies the 
bombing of the country, without government authorisation, and despite having signed a peace 
agreement with the North Vietnamese on 27 January.  

 

Post subject: Canada on Vietnam: 7,000 violations of the ceasefire recorded: 

This is what we call "watch not for what Viets promise but watch for what Viets will do!" this is 
no difference from treaties signed with Khmer people. The Viets sign the papers during the days 
and the Viets tear them up at night!!!! Kk4ever! Joined: Jul 21, 2003. Posts: 183, Location: 
Canada 

Mon Sep 27, 4:10 PM ET  

JOHN WARD  

OTTAWA (CP) - Canada bailed out of its brief Vietnam peacekeeping mission three 
decades ago because the government decided the system was skewed in favour of communist 
North Vietnam. Cabinet records from the spring of 1973, released publicly on Monday, show that 
the Trudeau government agonized over Canada's role in Vietnam before throwing in the towel. A 
four-nation International Commission of Control and Supervision was set up in the Paris Peace 
Accords which ended American participation in the long-running Vietnam war.  

Canada, Indonesia, Hungary and Poland formed the commission, which was supposed to monitor 
a ceasefire and help move the country, then divided between north and south, to peace.  

The commission quickly became a joke, with Poland and Hungary, then members of the 
communist bloc, turning a blind eye to actions of the North Vietnamese. As one cabinet briefing 
paper said in March 1973, the commission couldn't function. “There had been 7,000 violations of 
the ceasefire recorded,” the minutes said. “The commission had been asked to investigate only 31 
complaints from which only two reports emerged.” Canada joined the commission at 
Washington’s urging and the Americans wanted the Canadians to stay.  

Mitchell Sharp, then minister of external affairs, told his colleagues that Washington feared a 
Canadian withdrawal would disturb a fragile peace. In March, the cabinet was divided and 
decided to stay on for another 60 days. But ministers were getting pessimistic briefings.  

“Given the composition of the ICCS, it is likely to operate to the advantage of the communist 
side, whatever the balance may be in reality, because only findings and reports against the non-
community side will be unanimous or, in some cases, even possible.”  

                                                             
4 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia's Revolution & the Voice of its people (1986) P.162 
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By May, the cabinet was convinced the mission was futile, although even now some portions of 
the cabinet minutes are blanked out as secret, presumably because they deal with American 
material. Sharp told his colleagues the commission was ineffective and had not contributed to 
peace. He also said the bickering on the commission wasn't helping overall relations with 
Hungary and Poland.  

 Washington, he said, would not be upset by a Canadian withdrawal.  

 The cabinet agreed to get out.  

The decision may have been bolstered by an intelligence report which predicted the eventual 
outcome in Vietnam with cold accuracy. It said the impasse would end only when one side or the 
other launched a full-scale offensive against the other.  

 “It would happen in a few months or two to three years,” the report said.  

An offensive by the North was launched exactly two years later and Saigon fell on April 30, 
1975.5

Senator Edward Kennedy called it an “infamous” agreement, totally careless of Cambodian lives. 
Another view was expressed by the House majority Leader Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill. He said 
the bombing should stop because “Cambodia is not worth one American life.”

 

6

Geneva marked a historical split among the Khmer Communists. Those were taken to Hanoi 
remained there, growing older, more pro-Vietnamese and more remote from their country. But a 
few hundred Khmer Communist guerrillas dissolved Hanoi and stayed in the maquis after 1954. 
They saw the Geneva as an outright betrayal of the Cambodian resolution. Twenty-three years 
later, the Communist Prime Minister of Cambodia complained that “this revolutionary struggle 
of our people and the war was booty that was subsequently captured, dissolved into thin air 
through the Geneva Agreements.” The trouble in those days, he said, was that Cambodians did 
not know which direction to follow and “which forces to rely on.” Evidently Hanoi was not a 
reliable force and, in order to distance the Khmer Rouge from their Vietnamese origins, the 
Party’s history was rewritten and its founding dated in 1960, not 1951.

 

7

In Paris on January 27, 1973, one week after Nixon’s second inauguration, the United States, the 
Republic of Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam signed an “Agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in 
Vietnam.”  Soon after dawn on the morning of January 29, 1973, the crump of mortars, the 
whistle of bullets and the whine of artillery shells began to die all over South Vietnam. In the 
wreckage of the provincial capital of Quang Tri, men on both sides tentatively lifted weary heads 
from foxholes and gazed silently upon one another.  

 

                                                             
5 http://www.khmerkrom.net 
6 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.285 
7 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.238 
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But while the agreement was certainly an achievement, it was not designed or destined to bestow 
peace. In Laos a sort of peaceful transfer of power was arranged.8

It is less easy to demonstrate why no solution to the war in Cambodia was found after the Paris 
Agreement.

 

9

The crucial point was that neither Washington nor Hanoi wanted a cease-fire in Cambodia before 
Vietnam. At least until 1973 each wished its associate to continue a limited war. So long as 
Lon Nol remained to conduct his holy struggle against the demon Communists no cease-fire was 
likely. From now the Thais and South Vietnamese were ostensibly Cambodia’s allies, but a 
unilateral settlement by the Khmers “would likely bring South Vietnamese and possibly Thai 
incursions, which would subject the Khmer countryside to continue damage and destruction and 
possible foreign domination of another stripe.” The threat was clear; the Cambodians could not 
win, but if they tried to retire, war would be waged against them as aggressively as now-by their 
current friends.

 

10

During the second stage, between summer of 1971 and 1973, the growing Khmer Rouge started 
to break away from Hanoi’s control and to discard the totem of Sihanouk and his supporters; 
collectivists’ measures were begun. Then, from the time of the Paris Agreement in January 1973 
onward, the Khmer Rouge were largely on their own; they depended on North Vietnamese 
logistics but had no guaranteed aid from any foreign power and were free to launch their own 
military initiatives.

 

11

But then in 1973, when the Paris Peace Agreement prevented American bombing of first 
Vietnam and then Laos, the entire Seventh Air Force was switched back to Cambodia. All of this 
had more to do with political and organisational requirements in Washington and South Vietnam 
than with the military needs of the Lon Nol government. Until August 1973, when Congress 
brought the bombing to an end, hundreds of thousands of bombs dropped by the American South 
Vietnam and Cambodian air forces onto Cambodia fell unreported and uncontrolled on areas 
occupied first by the North Vietnamese and then by the Khmer Rouge.

 

12

The language of the Paris Agreement placed no real formal obligations on Hanoi or Washington 
with regard to Cambodia or Laos.

 

13

 Jan. 6, 1973, PNLAFK conducted its first significant action without direct 
Vietnamese Communist participation.  

 

                                                             
8 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.259 
9 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.260 
10 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.235 
11 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.248 
12 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.219 
13 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.261 



SLK v.2 

Page | 6  

 

 Jan. 23, 1973, Pres. Nixon announces that Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho have 
initialled an agreement in Paris to end the Vietnam War. 
 

During the course of his talks with Le Duc Tho, Kissinger had attempted to obtain an assurance 
that cease-fires could be arranged in Cambodia and Laos as well as in Vietnam. The North 
Vietnamese were able to give satisfactory assurances on Laos; Hanoi had always dominated the 
Pathet Lao. In Cambodia, however, no such guarantees could be given, because of growing 
tensions between the North Vietnamese and the Khmer Rouge. During 1972, when almost North 
Vietnamese combat divisions were withdrawn from Cambodia for the offensive in South 
Vietnam, reports of fairly constant fighting between the allies reached Phnom Penh and 
Washington. By the end of the year the Khmer Rouge were fielding an army of around 50,000 
men, organized in regimes, and were strong enough to hold their own against Lon Nol, with only 
logistical support from the North Vietnamese.  

Although Kissinger subsequently assured Congress there were no secret clauses to the Paris 
Agreement, Nixon had, at North Vietnamese insistence, written a secret letter to the Prime 
Minister, Pham Van Dong, promising such aid.14

It is not clear what role Kissinger himself was prepared to take in any Cambodian negotiations at 
this precise moment. Before and after January 1973, he usually insisted that any Cambodian 
peace talks-unlike those concerning Vietnam-must take place between “the two parties and that 
the United States could not be directly involved. Since each Cambodian side had always 
explicitly denied that there was any possibility of its negotiating with the other “traitors” (each, 
indeed, had condemned the leaders of the other side to death) the prospects for such talks were 
dim. 

 

Yet Thieu himself and many American officials insisted that the existence of an anti-communist 
allied government in Phnom Penh was essential to the survival of South Vietnam.15

(In October 1972 Kissinger had made his only visit ever to Phnom Penh. He stayed two hours. 
Lon Nol later said he had revealed very little of Washington’s plans for Cambodia’s future.) Lon 
Nol was evidently disturbed by the notion of a cease-fire; Swank soothed him by guaranteeing 
that “enemy actions of any scope against Cambodia involving a cease-fire in Vietnam would be 
regarded as a violation of any agreement reached with Hanoi, and I stressed that air power based 
in Thailand would be deployed on his behalf in case of need.”

 

16

  

 

                                                             
14 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.261 
15 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.262 
16 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.263 
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 Jan. 24, 1973, Prince Sihanouk meets with Chinese PM Zhou Enlai in Beijing.  
The Prince is told: “According to what the Vietnamese side told our ambassador 
in Hanoi, the armistice in Vietnam does not cover Cambodia and Laos. This was 
Point 7 in the original nine-point agreement. But this time the agreement makes it 
clear that the problems of the three Indochina countries should be solved by the 
three countries themselves. This point was not included in the previous drafts, and 
is added this time. If this is true, the agreement is better than the previous one. 
This means that other countries cannot interfere with the affairs of the three 
countries." [25] 

 Jan. 27, 1973, Paris Agreement signed to bring peace to Southeast Asia. Article 
20 of the Agreement deals with the withdrawal of foreign troops from Cambodia.  

 Jan. 28, 1973, at 8:00 AM Saigon time, the cease-fire agreement aimed at ending 
the Vietnam War goes into effect. 

 Jan. 29, 1973, Phnom Penh govt. declared unilateral cease-fire.  In his radio 
message, Lon Nol asked that the VC/NVA lay down their arms and the Khmer 
communist forces to rejoin their national community with a guarantee of general 
amnesty.  FANK suspended offensive operations against the communists.  

 Feb. 1, 1973, US vice pres., Spiro Agnew, visited Cambodia………Penn Nouth 
meets with Zhou Enlai in Beijing; Nouth is told Chairman Mao said: "It is good 
that the Vietnamese-American agreement lets the American troops leave Vietnam. 
This agreement is a success. After the withdrawal of American troops, including 
American naval, air, and land forces, and after the withdrawal of American 
military bases, it is easy to deal with Nguyen Van Thieu. The troops of the allies 
[of the Saigon regime] will all leave. For example, the troops of South Korea have 
begun to leave. Why does the United States do this? For the purpose of getting 
out. It has dispatched so many troops to Indochina, and spent so much money 
there, and the problem has not been solved. And new problems emerge 
continuously. Finally the agreement has been reached. While the American troops 
will leave, the agreement does not formally and openly ask the North Vietnamese 
troops to leave. Nguyen Van Thieu made a really loud noise against the United 
States. It was because of Nguyen Van Thieu's opposition that the agreement was 
not signed last October. Of course, the rightists in the United States do not favor 
the agreement either. In addition, the Pentagon wants to ship ammunition and 
weapons to South Vietnam, and, with the signing of the agreement, the shipping 
will become impossible. Therefore, the signing of the agreement was delayed, and 
a large amount of ammunition was transported to South Vietnam. But Nguyen 
Van Thieu was not in a position to know how to use it. [North] Vietnam does not 
recognize its troops to be foreign troops. At this point, the United States made 
concessions. If there had not been victories on the battlefield, there would not 
have been gains at the negotiation table." [25] 

 Feb. 7, 1973, US air action recommences after 11-day halt…….North Vietnam 
and Prince Sihanouk's govt. issues a joint communiqué, insisting that the war 
would be continued in Cambodia. 

 Feb. 27, 1973, Khmer Republic and World Health Organization signed a basic 
agreement for the provision of technical assistance. 

 

http://www.treaty.un.org/LibertyIMS::/Cmd=Request;Request=TREATYBYLOC;Form=none;VF_Volume=UNVOL23;VF_File=00000766;Page=1;Type=page�
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Beginning in late February 1973, Sihanouk, Monique, the ever-present Ieng Sary as 'minder', and 
more than a hundred Vietnamese to assist and supervise travel down the Ho Chi Minh' trail, left 
southern China headed for Cambodia. Travelling in Soviet-made jeeps, they reached Cambodian 
territory after eight days on the road and were met by Hu Nim, whom Sihanouk had regarded as 
a bitter enemy only five years before, and Son Sen, leading military figure in the Khmer Rouge. 
Travelling on, they were joined by Khieu Samphan and Saloth Sar, the future Pol Pot, and later 
again by Hou Youn and Sar's wife, Khieu Ponary. Sihanouk now had about him the three men 
whom he had repeatedly castigated as traitors and enemies while he was still in power.17

 March 2, 1973, FANK troops flee north to the Phnom Penh suburb of Takhmau in 
face of Communist advances along Route 2.  

 

 March 17, 1973, Grenade was thrown into meeting of striking teachers and their 
students in Phnom Penh…….Assassination attempted against Lon Nol: a Khmer 
air force Captain So Potra hijacked a T-28D fighter-bomber from Pochentong and 
dropped two 250-pound bombs on Chamcar Mon Palace in an unsuccessful 
attempt to assassinate the Khmer Republic President. 
 

He missed Lon Nol, but killed forty-three members of the palace entourage and their families 
and flew off to the “liberated areas of the Khmer Rouge.18

 By March 1973, the Lon Nol government had reached in nadir. Within Phnom 
Penh and provincial capitals still held by the government, there was acute 
disappointment at the failure of the Paris Agreement to have brought more than a 
four-day lull in the fighting and a one-week halt to the bombing.

 

19

 March 22, 1973, Govt. imprisons 20 people and has another 100 under house 
arrest in connection with the March 17 assassination attempt. 

 

 March 25, 1973, Assassination attempt against leading Lon Nol opponent Tep 
Khunnah. 

 March 26, 1973, Khmer Rouge captured Trapeang Thnot, 10 miles west of 
Phnom Penh. 

 March 31, 1973, Khmer Rouge shelled Takeo province and seized a portion of the 
road linking the province with Phnom Penh. 
 

Then-Prince Sihanouk’s statement has given us more clearly evident about the Vietnamese 
brutalities and inhumane treatments against Cambodian Victims, read like this:  

“During my one-month stay (March, 1973) in the liberated zone during the anti-US and anti-Lon 
Nol war, the Khmer Rouge leaders (Khieu Samphan, Hu Nim, Son Sen) frequently spoke to me 
about the “serious offences” committed by the North Vietnamese in Kampuchea. Among the 
more or less credible offences they mentioned were: 

                                                             
17 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.223 
18 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.274 
19 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.273 
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 the rape of Khmer women or girls and murders of patriots or peasants refusing to 
serve the Vietnamese Communists’ interests, whatever form they took; 

 Thefts from the Khmers who sheltered the Vietnamese; the “visitors” took carts, 
bicycles, wristwatches, etc; 

 Abusive purchases of consumer goods, to the detriment of their ‘s army service 
corps, forcing Pol Pot and his men to put an end to private trade, the free 
circulation of merchants and goods, of breeders and their livestock, in mid-1973; 
houses, villages, and their populations were then regrouped into cooperatives 
(closely supervised by Khmer Rouge cadres); 

 Installation (by Vietnamese) of Military camps on bases “throughout sovereign 
Cambodian territory” and without the previous authorisation of the Funk 
(National United Front of Kampuchea); 

 the recruitment, despite the strict opposition of Khmer Rouge leaders, of 
Cambodian men and women as auxiliary fighters in the Vietnamese forces; 

 Deliberate sabotage of the development of the Khmer Rouge armed forces and 
their progress in combat; the slowing of military and other aid from China to the 
Khmer Rouge; impudent filching of Chinese trucks and jeeps, heavy arms, 
modern weapons, munitions, and other gifts sent from China for the Khmer 
Rouge; 

 Vietnamese aggressions with the intention of destroying the Khmer Rouge’s best 
units. Khieu Samphan and his comrades explained to me (Norodom Sihanouk), 
regarding this, that the North Vietnamese desperately wanted to nip KR power in 
the bud so as to prepare for the coming to power (after a foreseeable victory over 
the U.S. and Lon Nol) of a government that would be Cambodian in appearance 
only and in reality Vietnam’s servant. 
 

The Cambodian Psychological Warfare Directorate referred to it as the “Garuda of the Legends” 
and “Magic Arrows,” an omen of divine support. Lon Nol seemed to invest it with supernatural 
powers, and air attaché at the United States embassy spoke with awe of his habit of simply 
erasing from the map any enemy unit he had ordered bombed.  

The attitude was summed up by Sosthene Fernandez, who, despite his ineffectiveness, was about 
to be promoted to commander in chief. If a village was suspected of harbouring “VC,” he said, 
the government first appealed to the villagers to leave. Then Cambodian Air Force planes strafed 
around the village to frighten the villagers away from their homes. “Once they have left the 
village they come to ask us to bomb it. They themselves come to ask us to destroy everything, 
because they hate the VC. Of course, the villagers are very sad about their belongings, their 
houses, their lands, but they want us to bomb everything to drive out the VC. We do all we can 
to avoid civilian causalities, but one cannot always be certain that all civilians have fled.20

 

 

                                                             
20 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.271 
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 April 4, 1973, US Rep McCloskey introduces H.J.RES. 486 a joint resolution to 
terminate American military activities in Cambodian and Laos………Lon Nol govt. 
declares a state of danger as the military situation around Phnom Penh worsen. 

 April 5, 1973, US Senate investigators arrived in Phnom Penh.  
 April 11, 1973, Prince Sihanouk returned to Beijing after Hanoi stopover following 

Cambodia tour……. US deliver vital supplies into besieged Phnom Penh from Saigon. 
 April 15, 1973, three tankers, said to be escorted by US bombers and Cambodian 

helicopter gunships, penetrate the communist blockade of the Mekong River and reach 
Phnom Penh. 

 April 18, 1973, Communist forces captured the coastal town of Kep, 85 miles southwest 
of Phnom Penh. 

 April 22, 1973, Communist forces penetrated a defensive perimeter nine miles south of 
Phnom Penh. 

 April 23, 1973, State Dept. claims that NVA forces are heavily involved in the 
Cambodian fighting….….Henry Kissinger claims that the US is not supporting any 
particular side in the Cambodian war, but rather is seeking a political settlement.  

 April 24, 1973, Lon Nol created High Political Council. The council consisted of Lon 
Nol, Sirik Matak, In Tam, and Cheng Heng. In Tam was selected as Prime Minister.   

 April 25, 1973, Khmer Rouge advance across Mekong River from Phnom Penh began 
month-long fight; US Embassy evacuation alert.  

 April 29, 1973, South Vietnamese FM Tran Van Lam discloses that he has rejected Pres. 
Lon Nol's request to provide air support if the US discontinues air strikes in Cambodia. 

 May 6, 1973, In Tam becomes Prime Minister of the Khmer Republic (05/06/73-
12/09/73). 

 May 7, 1973, Pathet Lao announces their withdrawal from an alliance with NVA, VC, 
and Cambodian Communists………For the first time since April 23, a Mekong River 
supply convoy reaches Phnom Penh from South Vietnam. 

 May 10, 1973, Prince Sihanouk began his 56-day tour of Africa and East 
Europe……..US House of Representative voted, 219-188, to block the use of funds for 
continue bombing of Cambodia. This was the first time in the war that the House had 
voted to undercut a military action on which the Pres. insists. 

 May 23, 1973, Communist forces overrun the govt. outpost on the Mekong River at Lvea 
Sar, 20 miles southeast of Phnom Penh. 

 May 29, 1973, Prince Sihanouk rejects Lon Nol's request for peace talks………..FANK, 
aided by US air strikes, halt the Communist siege on Route 5. 

 May 30, 1973, Mass release of royal family members arrested after March 17 
assassination attempt.  

 June 3-4, 1973, European news agencies reported that Prince Sihanouk has attempted to 
make contact with Pres. Nixon through third countries, but that his overtures had been 
rejected. The State Department confirmed these accounts.  

 June 5, 1973, Zhou Enlai meets with Vietnamese communist delegation; the PRC 
Premier is informed that the Khmer communist is making much progress against Lon 
Nol. [Conversation] 

 June 7, 1973, heavy fighting continues around Route 4 linking Phnom Penh with 
Kompong Som. 

 June 13, 1973, Sosthene Fernandez became FANK commander-in-chief.  

http://www.geocities.com/khmerchronology/HJRES486.htm�
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 June 14, 1973, Le Duc Tho, Hanoi's negotiator, told the press that "no tacit agreement" 
exists between him and Henry Kissinger on Cambodia. 

 June 19, 1973, FANK recaptured a section of Route 4, 16 miles west of Phnom Penh. 
 June 30, 1973, US Pres. Richard Nixon signed PL 93-52, setting Aug. 15 cut-off of all 

US military action in Indochina. 
 June 29, 1973, Communist forces launched an offensive to capture Kompong Speu 

province, 29 miles southwest of Phnom Penh. 
 July 2, 1973, US Defense Dept. announces that bombing in Cambodia have increased 

from 150 weekly to around 200s. 
 July 4, 1973, FANK command reports that communist forces again cut off Route 4, 

linking Phnom Penh and Kompong Som. 
 July 16, 1973, Khmer Republic govt. instituted compulsory military service…… 

Communist forces tighten their siege of Phnom Penh, despite heavy US air strikes.  
 July 17, 1973, Defense Dept. sources acknowledged that US B-52 bombers had carried 

out at least 3500 secret bombing raids over Cambodia in a 14-month period beginning in 
March 1969.  

 July 19-21, 1973, A "National Congress" of the Cambodian resistance movement, held in 
the "liberated zone," decided that there will be no peace until all US military activities in 
Cambodia are ended and Lon Nol was replaced by leaders from Prince Sihanouk's govt..  

 July 22, 1973, Communist forces advance to within 10 miles of Phnom Penh. 
 July 25, 1973, The US State Dept. claimed that Prince Sihanouk had authorized the 

bombing in 1969 to expel North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces from 
Cambodia…….Khmer Republic and United States signed, in Phnom Penh, an agreement 
for sales of agricultural commodities……..US Congressman Harrington introduced 
resolution H.RES.508 directing the Secretary of Defense to furnish the House of 
Representatives with data concerning the extent of the bombing of Cambodia and Laos 
from Jan. 20, 1969 through April 30, 1970. 

 July 26, 1973, US, British, and Australian embassies in Phnom Penh call the situation 
grave and direct evacuation of nonessential personnel. 

 July 28, 1973, Saang is captured by the Communist forces after a three-month siege. 
 Aug. 2, 1973, US govt. announces that it will continue all assistance allowable by law to 

Cambodia after the Aug. 15 deadline for halting air support. 
 Aug. 3, 1973, Khmer Rouge troops advance to within three miles of Phnom Penh. 
 Aug. 7, 1973, US Air Force accidentally bombed Neak Luong killing 137 and wounding 

268, mostly Cambodian soldiers and their families. An US Air Force officer blamed the 
incident on an error by the plane's radar-navigator.  

 Aug. 10, 1973, The Communist infiltrated Phnom Penh, knocking out one of the city's 
two radio stations. 

 Aug. 12, 1973, Lon Nol refuses to grant military protection in Phnom Penh to the royal 
family……….Communist forces captured Skun. 

 Aug. 15, 1973, US announced officially the end of all its aerial operations in support of 
Cambodian army (FANK) against the communists.  

 Aug. 16, 1973, Battle for Kompong Cham province, Cambodia's third largest city, 
begins……….Pham Van Dong, in a meeting with Zhou Enlai in Beijing, is told: "The 
Americans told comrade Huang Chen that they want to solve the Cambodian question 
and that they were ready to talk with Sihanouk or with his representative. At the same 

http://www.treaty.un.org/LibertyIMS::/Cmd=Request;Request=TREATYBYLOC;Form=none;VF_Volume=UNVOL34;VF_File=00000355;Page=1;Type=page�
http://www.geocities.com/khmerchronology/HR508.htm�
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time, they want representatives of the United National Front in Cambodia to hold talks 
with Lon Nol's faction.  What we are concerned about is that Sihanouk will change his 
position. We cannot change the joint position adopted by the Indochinese countries' 
summit. As long as the US continues its bombing operation, talks cannot be held. But at 
this moment, the US wishes to withdraw from Cambodia. If we can win the sympathy of 
some people in Lon Nol's faction, we will be in an advantageous position. It is therefore 
unwise if these chances are not exploited." [25] 

 Aug. 20, 1973, Khmer Rouge ended a five-day lull with attacks on the provincial capital 
of Kompong Cham and Kompong Speu. 

 Aug. 21, 1973, Cambodian Amb. to the US Um Sim reads an open letter addressed to all 
US congressmen appealing for continued aid………..Prince Sihanouk asserts that he 
never assented to US bombing of Cambodia in 1969, as claimed by Nixon. 

 Thieu’s insurance was, however, an important strategic consideration on air power, and 
when William Colby was asked to explain why the country was bombarded so 
ferociously, he replied that after the Peace Agreement “Cambodia was then the only 
game in town.” (Sideshow. p. 265) 

 Aug. 26, 1973, US Defense Secy. James Schlesinger confirms that heavy fighting erupted 
on several occasions between the Khmer Rouge and NVA in Cambodia………..Khmer 
Rouge cuts Route 4 and 5. 

 Sept. 3, 1973, a convoy of 15 river boats reaches govt. troops in besieged Kompong 
Cham. 

 Sept. 4, 1973, US Ambassador Swank gave farewell press conference.  
 Sept. 7, 1973, Twelve FANK army officers are executed for ordering a retreat of their 

troops in a battle north of Kompong Cham province. 
 Sept. 11, 1973, FANK win a week-long battle for Kompong Cham. 
 Sept. 18, 1973, FANK reopen Route 4, liking Phnom Penh and Kompong Som. 
 Oct. 4, 1973, Kompong Cham battle ended in FANK victory.  
 Oct. 8, 1973, Zhou Enlai meets with Le Thanh Nghi who is advised to be consistent in 

negotiation with the US that communist system will not be imposed in South Vietnam 
after the US withdrawal; however, the neo-colonial system will not be maintained there.  
On Cambodia, Zhou says: "Negotiations in Cambodia are not suitable for the time being. 
Sihanouk is against negotiations.  So is the internal faction of FUNK.  They want to 
prolong the fighting for some more time.  Therefore, if you see any possibility for talks, 
please tell them.  We are not in a position to do so because we have talked with them a lot 
about fighting and encouraged them to fight.  We suggest that the Vietnamese Workers' 
Party find a suitable more to tell them." [25] 

 Oct. 9, 1973, Soviet informed Prince Sihanouk that it now considers him the legal govt. 
leader of Cambodia. 

 Oct. 13, 1973, After three weeks of fighting FANK break through a rebel road block, and 
military and supply convoys begin travelling from Kompong Som to Phnom Penh's 
beleaguered govt. troops. 

 Oct. 25, 1973, All but three Soviet embassy staff in Phnom Penh left Cambodia. 
 Oct. 25-30, 1973, Operation Thunder Strike launched, first major Khmer air offensive. 
 Oct. 31, 1973, for the second time in three days, the Communists tossed grenades into 

crowds in Phnom Penh, killing eight.  
 Nov. 3, 1973, Royal family members left Phnom Penh for Beijing.  
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 Nov. 5, 1973, US Senate passes a resolution H.CON.RES.373 authorizing the Clerk of 
the House of Representative to make correction in the enrolment of the bill (H.R. 9286) 
by adding the following provision: Notwithstanding any other provision of law, upon 
enactment of this Act, no funds heretofore or hereafter appropriated may be obligated or 
expended to finance the involvement of United States military forces in hostilities in or 
over or from off the shores of North Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos, or Cambodia unless 
specifically authorized hereafter by the Congress……… FANK recapture from the 
Khmer Rouge three positions northeast of Phnom Penh. 

 Nov. 6, 1973, at least 700 FANK soldiers and civilians are killed or taken prisoner in an 
ambush after fleeing from Srang, 26 miles southwest of Phnom Penh. 

 Nov. 9, 1973, Prince Sihanouk announced transfer of RGNUK (Royal Government of 
National Union of Kampuchea) from Beijing, China, to Cambodia.  

 Nov. 19, 1973, A Khmer air force lieutenant, Pech Lim Kuon, dropped four bombs on a 
govt. building, where Lon Nol about to chair a meeting, in a second unsuccessful aerial 
assassination attempts against the Khmer Republic pres. Lon Nol escaped unhurt. 

 Nov. 30, 1973, Khmer Rouge captured the govt. outpost of Vihear Suor, 12 miles east of 
Phnom Penh. 

 Dec. 5, 1973, a force of about 20 Khmer Rouge commandos make their way into Phnom 
Penh and carry out their first insurgent attack inside the city in more than a year. 

 Dec. 11, 1973, US House of Rep. passes resolution H.RES.742 considering the 
emergency security assistance authorizations for Israel and Cambodia…… Khmer Rouge 
cut off Route 5, linking Phnom Penh and Battambang province. 

 Dec. 23, 1973, PNLAFK began its two-month assaults on Phnom Penh with intensive 
bombardment. 

 Dec. 26, 1973, Long Boret becomes Prime Minister of the Khmer Republic (12/26/73-
04/17/75). 

 Dec. 30, 1973, Lon Nol visited his troops along Route 4. 
 

In the same vein a Cambodian Communist diplomat later complained that in 1973, after the 
Khmer Rouge refused to talk with Lon Nol, “Te Vietnamese signed their own agreement with 
the Americans and the B-52s which bombed Vietnam were all sent to pulverize Cambodia….” 

When Sihanouk returned from his trip to Cambodia he told Ambassador Etienne Manac’h that 
Khieu Samphan, the Khmer Rouge commander in chief, had said to him, “Hanoi has dropped 
us.”21

In those days, the present King Norodom Sihanouk still tried to cover up that there were no 
North Vietnamese troops in Cambodia after Paris Agreement: 

 

For his part, Sihanouk gave vent to his feelings in a diplomatic manner. He criticised “peace-
loving” countries that sought to impose a cease-fire on Cambodia. He said American claim that 

                                                             
21 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.281 
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North Vietnam was still fueling the war were untrue-the resistance was no longer receiving aid. 
He denounced American peace plans which involved the partition of the country.22

In Washington officials claimed that the North Vietnamese were shipping new men and materiel 
into South Vietnam and publicly alleged that there were still five thousand North Vietnamese 
troops operating against Cambodian forces.

 

23

The conservatives summoned traditional arguments:  the President’s hands should not be tied; 
this was not the time; the United States was bombing for peace.

 

24

The North Vietnamese, like the Americans, had sought a stalemate war in Cambodia. But the 
Khmer Rouge were seeking victory. After attempting to cut the government’s supply lines they 
now closed in on Phnom Penh. Their principal motive, it is apparent, was fear that the North 
Vietnamese might betray them completely. In Cambodian terms that betrayal had already begun. 
Sihanouk complained to the New York Times in July that the North Vietnamese were now far 
more interested in American aid than in helping Cambodia. “Suddenly you see Dr. Kissinger 
smile and Le Duc Tho smile at Dr Kissinger. They shake hands, and they go arm in arm and 
leave us alone.” He later told another journalist, T. D. Allman: 

 

We do not have enough ammunition. I look back to the Treaty we signed with the Pathet Lao, 
with the North Vietnamese and with the (Vietcong), at the South China Conference in 1970. We 
promised to fight to the end. Now the North Vietnamese sign agreements with Kissinger. No 
matter, we ill fight one alone….The North Vietnamese want American aid so they do not help as 
much as they could. The Chinese play the big power game with America. Brezhnev and Nixon 
are friends. But we will not play the big power game. We will fight for the unity of our 
country….Nixon continues to pour arms into Phnom Penh. We get very little from our 
Communist allies. Still we will fight for Cambodia.  

On several occasions he said he feared that Washington and Hanoi might agree to the partition of 
Cambodia. In these matters Sihanouk expressed ageless Cambodian fears, and there was no 
reason to suppose that he did not represent the feelings of the Khmer Rouge as well. Later the 
Khmer Communists claimed that the North Vietnamese “entered into negotiations in 1973 in an 
attempt to swallow us, but they did not succeed.” Pol Pot, the Party leader and Prime Minster 
after the war, commented” “If we had agreed to have a cease-fire in 1973 in accordance with the 
manoeuvres of the U.S. and Vietnamese enemies, we should have suffered a heavy loss. First of 
all, we should become slaves of the Vietnamese, and the Cambodian race would have entirely 
lost its identity.25

                                                             
22 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.281 

 

23 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.282 
24 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.283 
25 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.295-296 
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For those men, 1973 confirmed a historic conviction that survival, let alone victory, could be 
guaranteed only by absolute independence and an astonishing fixity of purpose. As it was, the 
indifference of their allies and the assault upon them by the supporters of their enemy stamped 
out thousands upon thousands of them, and the survivors had neither the men nor the firepower 
for a final assault upon the  capital when, after August 15, 1973, the rain re-inherited the skies.26

When he had arrived in 1970 the glow of enthusiasm at least among the townspeople for 
Sihanouk’s removal and for the chance of fighting the North Vietnamese was dimming, but it 
was still perceptible. By the fall of 1973 it had long disappeared.  

 

Since the Paris Accord, Swank had made little attempt to conceal from his staff his distaste for 
the continuing carnage in Cambodia. He asserted that the war “is losing more and more of its 
point and has less and less meaning for any of the parties concerned.” He could see no prospects 
for peace.27

In August 1973, the fall of Phnom Penh had been widely expected. Journalists flocked to be 
there when the American bombing ended. 

 

After a long and bloody street battle the Communists finally withdrew. Sihanouk later 
complained bitterly that, but for the treachery of Hanoi in withholding supplies, the town would 
have been captured.  

While Communist advances were, to some extent, dependent on provisions from Hanoi, Lon 
Nol’s army became hostage to American materiel.28

The T-28 fighter-bomber pilots would not descend below 300 feet; bombs and napalm dropped 
at sharp angles from that height were usually inaccurate. They undoubtedly killed a lot of people 
but not necessary those who were targeted.

 

29

Emory Swank comments that “the only possibility of peace then would have been if we had 
taken the dramatic step of drastically reducing our support for the Phnom Penh government. It 
was one of possibility I suggested.  The Chinese and North Vietnamese might have taken it as 
a step toward a negotiated settlement. But to Kissinger it would have been leading from 
weakness.”

 

30

However, on January 28, the day before the Paris Agreement took effect, Lon Nol made what 
passed for the cease-fire offer Kissinger had promised Le Duc Tho. His statement makes clear 

 

                                                             
26 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.298 
27 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.310 
28 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) Pp.312-313 
29 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.316 
30 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.286 
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his refusal to appreciate that a Khmer Communist organization existed and shows how qualified 
his gesture was: 

By virtue of the Geneva Agreements of 1954 we have the right to repossess the parts of our 
country which have been illegally occupied by the North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces. To 
enable them to leave our territory in the shortest possible time, we will order our troops…to 
suspend their offensive operations and to establish contacts with the people to ascertain their 
welfare and to assure their protection. Incident which might impede their passage or jeopardize 
their installations will be regarded as actions by intruders who will continue to exercise our right 
of legitimate self-defence through defensive military operations throughout our territory.31

For sure, we are gentle and kind Cambodian people; our lands, as already mentioned before, are 
getting shrank day by day, do not like to kill our Blood Brothers and Sisters, and we don’t like to 
wage war, either, as the present King Norodom Sihanouk clearly told to his Khmer children and 
the world: 

 

At the end of January, Sihanouk publicly declared that the Front was revaluating its policy.” If 
the United States is prepared to act in a friendly manner with an independent and non-aligned 
Cambodia, we are prepared for a rapid reconciliation with Washington,” he said. “We are not 
warmongers. We don’t want a bloodbath. We don’t want to throw oil on the fire that is now 
dying out in Indochina.32

In March 1974, for example, the Baltimore Sun correspondent remarked on “incomprehensive 
brutality of the Khmer communists.” He recalled that the conventional wisdom had always been 
that Khmer did not wish to fight Khmer and that once the North Vietnamese withdrew from 
Cambodia good sense would prevail.

 

33

But Lon Nol was still the White House choice, and after the bombing incident Nixon sent him a 
telegram “to renew our expression of admiration for the Khmer people’s courage and 
steadfastness under your leadership.”

 

34

The memorandum also asserted that the bombing was justified because the continued presence of 
North Vietnamese troops in Cambodia threatened the right of self-determination in Vietnam.  

 

In fact, all that the Constitution required was that the President asks for Congressional authority 
to bomb Cambodia in order to prevent the Communist takeover of Vietnam, if that were indeed 
its purpose. 

  
                                                             
31 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.263 
32 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.264 
33 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.322 
34 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.274 
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Americans helped Yuon leaders in Prey Nokor/present Ho Chi Minh City were to brutally kill 
Khmers paving the way for Yuon to plunder more land of Khmers. All Yuon leaders, who are 
not afraid of losing their people’s lives as long as they can secretly send their Yuon settlers to 
settle in Cambodia, (See more “Cambodia is swamped by Yuon Settlers”) to wag jungle war 
against Cambodians, have had “Good Blessings” from their masters “Americans”. American 
leaders always chop and change to betray their Good Allies as William clearly tells us as 
following: 

Inevitably this led to a confusion of status quo and stability 

Greece, Iran and South Africa are just three examples. When the Shah of Iran asked in 1972 for 
secret American military aid to be given to the Kurdish rebels in Iraq, Kissinger agreed over the 
opposition of the CIA station in Tehran. When the Shah later embarked on a policy of 
conciliation with Iraq the Kurds were abruptly cut off; at least 35,000 were killed and more than 
200,000 refugees were created. On another occasion the White House ignored CIA protests and 
channelled funds to a neo-fascist group in Italy in the hope that this would harm the Italian 
Communist Party. These policies were unkind; they were also foolish.35

This is what we call, “A friend in need is a friend in shit, who ran away for their lives leaving us 
into the hands of Mysterious Vietnamese Secret Agents from 1975-79.) 

 

At 6 A.M. on April 12, Dean sent letters to members of the government and to other politicians 
offering them places on his helicopters in two and a half hours’ time. To his astonishment the 
only senior official to arrive at the embassy was Saukham Khoy, the acting President. The day 
before, Saukham Khoy had sat, weeping for Cambodia, and told some journalists, “The United 
States led Cambodia into this. But when the war became difficult the United States pulled out. 
Dabbing his eyes, he had speculated on the future: “There are some Cambodians who say that if 
the United States stops aiding Cambodia then we should turn to some other great power. Who? 
Russia.36

In an interview with the New York Times, Sirik Matak then warned that the regime could not 
survive, and he said that Sihanouk would win easily in a free election. He appreciated 
Washington’s reluctance to interfere in Cambodian affairs, but if the White House insisted on 
continuing to sustain an unpopular regime, “We will fall to the Communists.”

  

37

From the Khmer Rouge perspective, however, the severity of the bombings was matched by the 
treachery of the North Vietnamese. The Cambodian communists had refused to take part in the 
Paris peace talks. When North Vietnam and the United States signed the Paris Peace Accords on 
January 27, 1973, bombing missions over Vietnam and Laos were terminated. The fighter 

 

                                                             
35 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.306 
36 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon, and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.361 
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bombers and other aircraft thus released were diverted to strike Khmer Rouge positions in 
Cambodia. However, the end of the bombing in 1973 and subsequent cuts of aid to Cambodia 
did the most to ensure a Communist victory in Cambodia, as by 1975 the Lon Nol government 
had largely run out of ammunition.38

Who were behind the Gall Bladder harvesters? How many Khmer Rouge groups are there? How 
many Pol Pots are there?  Who was behind Angkar Leu/Cap Tren? Who brutally forced 
Cambodian refugees back into Cambodia from 1975 to 1979? Who secretly created Killing 
Fields in 1800-1845 and 1945 to present day in Khmer Krom, and in Kandal from 1975 to 1979 
to brutally massacre more than 3 million innocent Cambodians, more than 200,000 lives again 
from 1979 to 1991 in Cambodia like that? Why are there so many and many Khmer refugees 
who are brutally dispersed to live everywhere on this planet so far so worse? Why are 
Cambodian lands getting shrank a little by little in the West “Siam” and in the East “Yuon” like 
that? Can the people in the outside world consider “Siamese and Yuonese” as the “Two civilized 
Nations” on the dead bodies of Khmers who were brutally butchered in the name of protecting of 
a tiny present-Cambodia? Who keep encroaching and plundering Cambodian lands so far so 
worse like that? 
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