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The Prince put his military chief, Lon Nol, in charge of overseeing the North Vietnam transport 
of arms from Sihanouk to South Vietnam. Lon Nol skimmed off great amounts of the arms, 
reportedly with Vietnamese approval, as a price for cooperation. he apparently reaped more 
weapons than he was receiving from china, privately, Lon Nol feared the Vietnamese 
communists planned to take over Cambodia once they had won in the South, and he wanted 
his soldiers well armed in the event. It was still “pure and “self-sufficient,” still distrustful of 
outsiders, especially the Vietnamese and Chinese communists. Its leaders were convinced they 
were the anointed ones who could rescue their country, “whose honor and dignity have been 
jeered and which has been exploited, oppressed and despised during many centuries.” 
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[12] Who secretly told Lon Nol to stage a Coup? 

 

LON NOL was a great man and that Yuon people were selfish bloodsuckers.  “Little 
Yuon died while big Yuons brutally plundered and killed both Khmer Krom and Khmer Kandal 
people in the name of Vietminh and Vietcong. Little Yuon were being turned into soap while big 
Yuon washed themselves with it. 

So before the coup 17th March 1970, Sihanouk travelled to France for one of his periodic rest 
cures in early January 1970, planning to return via Moscow and Beijing. (By Martin Wright, 
1989 Cambodia Matter of survival). But instead of travelling to France for his periodic rest 
cures, he secretly went to Rome to meet General Lon Nol by doing secret talk according to 
François Ponchau’s Cambodia Year Zero. When General Lon Nol returned from his overseas trip 
to Cambodia. He sacrificed his live to fulfil Sihanouk’s wish to topple him. Lon Nol then became 
a republic president from 1970-75.  

 

Cartoon on a wall, Phnom Penh, 1970, depicting Norodom Sihanouk  

“crossed out” after being deposed a few month before1

 
 

The immediate effect of the 1970 coup in the countryside, Sihanouk’s traditional stronghold, was 
bloody. Violent rioting and unrest ensued, and peasants murdered Lon Nol's brother. Most 

                                                             
1 Cartoon by Bun Heang Ung http://sacrava.blogspot.com  
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important, thousands joined the Khmer Rouge's insurgency. The Khmer Rouge went from 
having just a few thousand armed troops in early 1970, to having 12,000 by the year's end. And 
in 1971, the DIA. reported that “Vietnamese communists” (referring to the Khmer Rouge in 
coalition with North Vietnamese comrades) controlled 65% of the land and 35% of the 
population, with an army of 10,000. (45)2

On 18 March, Sihanouk’s right-wing opponents within the government seize the opportunity, 
banning his return from China and installing Defence Minister Lon Nol as premier of the newly 
proclaimed Khmer Republic. The coup is supported by the CIA. (Politic Forum) 

 

Lon Nol himself had no understanding of international affairs-he knew little of the exigencies of 
Vietnamization, the balance of power, the attitudes of the United States Congress; six years after 
he came to power he said in an interview that he never known that Kissinger supported détente.  

There, he considered and he said as much, that the United States had “lost face”. To him, 
American support automatic in any war against demon Communism; he had never dreamed it 
might be qualified or curtailed.3

Lon Nol (1913-85), Cambodian general, who headed the country’s last regime before the 
Communist takeover. He was born in Prey Veng Province, attended a French secondary school 
in Saigon, Vietnam, and entered government service; by 1955 he had become minister of defence 
under Prince Norodom Sihanouk. He became commander in chief of the armed forces in 1960 
and was made prime minister in 1966. Forced to resign in 1967, he was recalled to office in 1969 
and the following year led the military overthrow of Prince Sihanouk; in 1972 he proclaimed a 
Khmer Republic with himself as president. Unable to withstand the Khmer Rouge rebel forces, 
he fled the country in 1975 and after that lived in exile in Hawaii and California.

 

4

Lon Nol was an unlikely war leader. Most of his life had spent in the armed services. Lon Nol 
had long been in favour of an American role in Southeast Asia and in Cambodia, and although he 
had profited from the cross-country trade with the Vietnamese Communists, as a devout 
Buddhist, he considered fighting Communism a holy duty.

 

5

The Prince put his military chief, Lon Nol, in charge of overseeing the North Vietnam transport 
of arms from Sihanouk to South Vietnam. Lon Nol skimmed off great amounts of the arms, 
reportedly with Vietnamese approval, as a price for cooperation. he apparently reaped more 
weapons than he was receiving from china, privately, Lon Nol feared the Vietnamese 
communists planned to take over Cambodia once they had won in the South, and he wanted his 
soldiers well armed in the event. It was still “pure and “self-sufficient,” still distrustful of 

 

                                                             
2 http://www.mekong.net/cambodia/media1.htm 
3 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.166 
4 “Lon Nol,” Microsoft® Encarta® 97 Encyclopaedia. © 1993-1996 
5 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.128 
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outsiders, especially the Vietnamese and Chinese communists. Its leaders were convinced they 
were the anointed ones who could rescue their country, “whose honor and dignity have been 
jeered and which has been exploited, oppressed and despised during many centuries.”6

North Vietnam’s army was now the best in Southeast Asia; Phnom Penh's was among the worst. 
The soldiers wore magic scarves. They sucked holy amulets before going into battles. They hung 
image of Buddha, horoscopes wrapped in metal and other talisman around their necks. They 
tattooed holy design on their skin. The most devout followers of these edicts were the 
Kampuchea Krom, the ethnic Cambodians from South Vietnam, who volunteered en mass to 
Lon Nol's side in the 1970, leaving their positions in the South Vietnamese or American armies 
with permission to return to defend their ancient motherland. He believed he was the leader 
prophesied by Lord Buddha himself to lead a war for the survival of Buddhism in Cambodia 
against the Thmils, or foreign infidels. Lon Nol’s military officers lost major battles because of 
their leader's constant interference. He intervened with orders to wage a holy war, reordered 
battle plans according to the predictions of his personal astrologer, and reconstructed military 
campaigns in order to capture holy monuments rather than an enemy position. He helps up 
engagements to make sure soldiers wore sacred vests to ward off enemy bullets. And he did not 
restrict his holy war against the Vietnamese to the battlefield. Only days after the coup, Lon 
Nol's rhetoric against the North Vietnamese had turned into a campaign against all ethnic 
Vietnamese, there were a million Vietnamese living in Cambodia in 1970. Most had settled in 
the country under the patronage of French colonialists, and the majorities were clerks, 
commercialists, and skilled labourers in Phnom Penh.  

 

By early April 1970, Lon Nol had ordered his military to set up detention camps or holding 
centers for all Vietnamese citizens. Soldiers rounded up the Vietnamese and placed them in large 
abandoned building, where they were held as prisoners. 

A cycle of recriminations between Phnom Penh and Saigon began. Thieu’s troops looted their 
way across the country toward Phnom Penh. One official complaint to the Saigon regime, Phnom 
Penh said that a South Vietnam soldiers had stolen $10,000 worth of automobile spare parts, 
tires, furniture, sewing machines, and rice in one sweep through Kompong Chhnang province. 
When these troops finally reached Phnom Penh in September, fighting broke out between 
Cambodian and Vietnamese soldiers. The disputes were becoming so numerous that one 
respected antiwar group in the united states predicted that without a communist victory, the 
Vietnamese of Saigon would take over Cambodia.7

After the French colonialists who were ignominiously defeated by Vietminh in 1954 seemed to 
realize that using forces against Vietcong in Cambodia would be useless because Yuon leaders 
who have many super-dirty demonic tricks as William Shawcross clearly tells us Khmer victims: 

 

                                                             
6 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.112, 113-117 
7 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.137-140 
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French had proposed an international conference on Indochina. “It would be very risky to try to 
solve the North Vietnamese problem in Cambodia by force,” he wrote. “I would consider our 
best action to be to wait on events, saying little.”8

William Watts saw it as part of the escalation discussed in September 1969, leading inexorably 
to an invasion of Laos and then to the bombing of Haiphong as well; Morris said that no one had 
any idea what North Vietnamese intentions were.

 

9

That’s why it caused Khmer Krom to stop supporting Prince Norodom Sihanouk since 1965. 
After five years, to see Vietcong completely occupied the whole Cambodia in general, and 18th 
March, 1970, the leaders of Khmer Krom under Lon Nol had staged a coup to overthrow Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. If there was no Khmer Krom who weren’t happy with Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, there would be no 18th March 1970.   

 

What if there was no 18th March 1970, could Cambodia plunge into the hell of Khmer Rouge-
Yuon’s oppression or not?10

Samdech Chhuot Nat who was a strategist in organizing a coup ousting Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. Samdech Chhuot Nat who didn’t decide to stage a coup alone. When majority decided 
that had to stage a coup, those who asked for his advice whether it wins or not? How to win? 
Samdech Chhuot Nat, who died six months before Prince Norodom Sihanouk was overthrown, 
was poisoned by Yuon. 

 

 

                                                             
8 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.129 
9 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.142 
10 Chau Dara with interview, written by Baphuon, Pp.6-7 
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Somdech Choun Nath11

Prince Sihanouk knew before that Lon Nol was ready to stage a coup overthrowing him because 
a Khmer-Vietminh, who disguised himself as a secretary general of Kanseign Sar, was betrayed 
to take notes of an attempted coup to Prince Sihanouk. This member of traitor still lives now in 
France.

 

12

Why didn’t Lon Nollians assassinate Prince Norodom Sihanouk like the murder of Vietnamese 
President Ngo Dinh Diem in the 1963 coup, which was backed by the CIA? 

 

No CIA, KGB, and many others, many of whom were not living inside Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk’s and Nol Lon’s bodies and minds. If they were living in these two aristocrats’ bodies 
and minds, who might have known what Prince Norodom Sihanouk and Lon Nol had secret talks 
between two of them. When Samdech Euv could not control his country because it was 
completely already besieged by Vietcong who had been waiting patiently for a right time to have 
dragged unfortunate and present tiny Cambodia into the flame of war from 1970 to 1975, it was 
                                                             
11 http://www.cambodianview.com/images/My%20Pictures/Ch_nat280.jpeg  
12 Chau Dara with interview, written by Baphuon, P.6 
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the right time for all Vietcong who came out legally of Cambodian jungles everywhere to incite 
bitterly all Khmer peasants to hate Khmer Lon Nollians. The people in the outside world who 
only knew that Cambodians killing Cambodians in civil war, but in fact, Vietcong’s hands were 
everywhere in Cambodia mysteriously instigating Khmers to hate Khmers who killed Khmers 
madly in the name of men-in-black or Khmer Rouge: 

Samdech Sihanouk left for Paris for a treatment was because he who had a big guilty relation 
letting the North Vietnamese troops who had bases on the lands of Cambodia. That’s why he had 
to retreat for a while in order to giving Lon Nol a time to force the Yuon Communist troops out, 
and then Samdech Sihanouk would return to Cambodia. And he, who would be freed from all 
accusations, had another new name that “The Father of Forcing Vietcong” “out of Cambodia.”13

The March 1970 Coup d’ Etat 

 

Sihanouk was away on a trip to Moscow and Beijing when General Lon Nol launched a 
successful coup d'état. On the morning of March 18, 1970, the National Assembly was hastily 
convened, and voted unanimously to depose Sihanouk as head of state. Lon Nol, who had been 
serving as prime minister, was granted emergency powers. Sirik Matak, an ultraconservative 
royal prince who in 1941 had been passed over by the French in favour of his cousin Norodom 
Sihanouk as king, retained his post as deputy prime minister. The new government emphasized 
that the transfer of power had been totally legal and constitutional, and it received the recognition 
of most foreign governments. 

Most middle-class and educated Khmers in Phnom Penh had grown weary of Sihanouk and 
apparently welcomed the change of government. But he was still popular in the villages. Days 
after the coup, the prince, now in Beijing, broadcast an appeal to the people to resist the usurpers. 
Demonstrations and riots occurred throughout the country. In one incident on March 29, an 
estimated 40,000 peasants began a march on the capital to demand Sihanouk's reinstatement. 
They were dispersed, with many casualties, by contingents of the armed forces and the Khmer 
Serei.14

 

 

                                                             
13 Hin Si Thann: Who was the murderer? (1986) P.120 
14 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodian_Civil_War 
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Demonstrations in Phnon Penh, messages on their back 

But it was already too late, Cambodia was already besieged by Vietcong everywhere in the 
jungles, the flood also rose up onto the roofs of Cambodian people, no one could prevent a man-
made disaster. Vietcong and the North Vietnamese leaders who are more intelligent than the 
leaders of Chinese, French, Japanese and Americans who disgracefully were defeated in Vietnam 
War that had brought only shamefulness and bodies back to their country each. 

To come to your last paragraph (Nb). Dear Sir, I believe that, the person of Mr Sihanouk had 
completely destroyed Cambodia by supporting and authorising Yuon to take over and control 
Cambodia that not even god can help.  The situation in Cambodia was really critical. Of course, 
there were some fails and incapacities from the part of those republicans but those are the 
consequences of Sihanouk crimes and destructions against Khmer people.  

Khmer people are pacific people, hate violence and corrupted heart. Always refuse to engage in 
war but can they live in peace close to a neighbour like Youn? From now on they must adopt the 
expression, “Want peace prepare war”. 

All the Khmer population, young people and old men, bonzes,  schoolboys, high-school pupils, 
professors were mobilized themselves to  defend their motherland, supported by thousands of 
Khmer Kroms, came with  their family to defend the motherland with the danger of their lives.  
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Those who continue to support the thesis of the “Coup d'etat of the Marshal Lon NOL”, it is to 
dirty the memory of all these compatriots who died to defend their Fatherland which is 
Cambodia- It is to refuse to admit the responsibility of the SIHANOUK in the tragedy which 
struck our people which continue to currently live a dramatic situation.  

Those who continue to deny these facts are the true traitors with our fatherland and they insult 
the memory of those who disappeared for the love of Cambodia. (B.Ang)15

 Like other visitors from Washington, Ladd was at first struck by the enthusiasm of the 
Cambodians he met and by the apparent popularity of the coup among the urban population.

 

16

One serious fighting starts there would appear very serious chance escalation of good possibility 
that Khmer people would rise or be encouraged rise against resident Vietnamese and Chinese.

 

17

But although his memoirs have charm and contain some useful material, they are not always an 
accurate record. In fact, Sihanouk arrived in Peking uncertain as to what he would do next, but 
tending toward exile in France.

 

18

The last ten days of Sihanouk’s rule were a period of uncertainty. What was intended by whom, 
and even what happened, are still unclear. The motives of Lon Nol and Sihanouk themselves are 
obscure.

 

19

No direct link between the United States government and Sihanouk’s usurpers before the coup 
has been established. Nixon and Kissinger have maintained in public that there was no United 
States involvement whatsoever, that the coup came as a shocking surprise to the White House, 
and that the first reaction was dismay, since relations with Sihanouk had been improving 
steadily.

 

20

Sihanouk arrived in France in January 1970. He met there with Lon Nol, who had completed his 
own medical treatment. One version of the conspiracy theory alleges, without much evidence, 
that Nol Lon and representatives of the CIA had already plotted Sihanouk’s removal around Lon 
Nol’s hospital bed at Neuilly-sur Seine, in late 1969. Other stories, recounted by many 
Cambodian sources and by Sawin, claim that together the Prince and the Prime Minister now 
devised a method of trying to enlist Soviet and/or Chinese help in persuading the North 
Vietnamese to moderate their use of Cambodia.

 

21

                                                             
15 

 

http://amekhmer.free.fr/  
16 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.170 
17 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.129 
18 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.124 
19 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.117 
20 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.112 
21 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.115 
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None foresaw that Sihanouk’s departure from power would plunge Cambodia into a terrible war 
and end in the terror and brutality of Pol Pot’s tyranny.22

In the spring of 1970, Sihanouk took a vacation to France. He planned to rest there and continues 
on to the Soviet Union and China. With Sihanouk's approval Cambodia had been moving closer 
to the United States, and the Prince wanted to assure the communist giants that Cambodia had no 
plans to alter its “neutrality” in Vietnam War. 

 

This was Sihanouk’s first vacation in three years, and he left the government in the hands of the 
men he supported in 1969 to construct a government of salvation-Lon Nol and Siri Matak. On 
March 8 1970, shortly after Sihanouk left, the Cambodian army organized demonstrations 
against the Vietcong in the eastern province of Svay Rieng, which borders on Vietnam. Three 
days later the demonstrations were moved to the capital. This time the targets were embassies of 
the provincial revolutionary government of South Vietnam and North Vietnam. 

In later April the Chinese called together an “Indochinese summit” that brought together 
Sihanouk, representatives of the Khmer Rouge, Vietnamese and Lao communists. All claimed 
that the Vietnamese were now “allies” of the legitimate Cambodian leader, Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

Lon Nol appealed to the united states in march 1970 to declare the Vietnamese communists 
aggressors in Cambodia but United Nations responded by saying that such a request should be 
made to the commission set up by the 1954 Geneva convention. That legal convenience turned 
out to be a blind alley. The previous year, in 1969, Sihanouk had ended the commission's 
mandate in Cambodia, two months after he had signed the agreement allowing Vietcong bases 
inside Cambodia. after two weeks of petitioning world bodies, Lon Nol publicly appealed to any 
country for aid to fight “Vietnamese communism.” on April 30, the United States and the South 
Vietnamese governments responded by launching a surprise full-scale attack against communist 
sanctuaries in eastern Cambodia, without notifying Lon Nol. In fewer two months, the Phnom 
Penh leadership had walked into second Indochina war in a naïve and haphazard fashion.23

But Prince Norodom Sihanouk already knew what would happen to his country and his 
unfortunate Khmer people when he joined with Vietcong in the guerrilla war against Lon 
Nollians, because one of survivors, whose nephew used to working for Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, clearly told his uncle, named “Savorn”. And Savorn used to telling me many times 
that his nephew-Khan, who used to working for Prince Norodom Sihanouk, drank holy water of 
allegiant oath by telling him: “Khan, in the future, if you want to live, whatever you do, you must 
pretend to be deaf and blind…,” Prince Norodom Sihanouk secretly continued to tell his loyal 

 

                                                             
22 Milton Osborne: Sihanouk, Prince of Light, Prince of Darkness (1994) P.185 
23 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.130-133 
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supporters before the coup during drinking holy water of loyal oath, “If our secrecy is leaked to 
the outside, you must be killed on the spot!” 

Savorn and his family, who are living in Australia at the moment, didn’t believe his nephew’s 
words in those days, but what he had gone through with those years of 1975-1979. He started to 
realize his nephew’s words are all true. He’s also still been looking for Khan so far, but he never 
hears any news of his nephew since the fall of Phnom Penh in 1975. 

When he left Phnom Penh for rest and medical treatment in France, in January 1970, he was little 
more than a political figurehead. 

For their part, the rebels matched the army’s savagery with attacks on civilian targets, with 
innocent bus passengers massacred to reinforce warning against cooperating with government 
troops. 

Although indigenous Cambodian communists played a vital part in inciting resistance in widely 
scattered areas of the kingdom. It remains unclear whether the central committee of the 
communist party of Kampuchea, secretly based among the hill people of the northeast, was the 
controlling force in the insurgency or whether local leaders determined the extent to which 
resistance waxed or waned in particular regions.  

By 1969 there were tens of thousands of Vietnamese communist troops sheltering inside 
Cambodia. Justifying himself, the prince frequently quoted a proverb common to many Asian 
societies: ‘When elephants fight, ants should stand aside’. He was powerless to prevent the 
Vietnamese from crossing into Cambodia and using its territory, so acquiescence seemed the 
better choice.24

The fact that the Vietnamese troops’ presence was now so large certainly played its part in 
shaping contrary opinion.

 

25

But as awareness spread of the presence of Vietnamese communists’ troops on Cambodian soil, 
so did doubts deepen about the wisdom of Sihanouk's past policies. 

 

The Phnom Penh press by early 1969 was expressing the concern of many that large areas of 
eastern Cambodia had passed out of the government’s control. Reiterated assertions of friendship 
for government in Hanoi and its south allies now appeared side by side with worried reflections 
on what was happening and what it meant for Cambodia’s national sovereignty. Sihanouk’s 
opponents, the time to change had come. 

Discussing the events that led up to his overthrow, he has argued that he knew power had passed 
from his hands and that a major new effort was needed to rejuvenate the Cambodian state. He 
                                                             
24 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.202-203 
25 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) P.204 
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had recognized, he has insisted, that from July 1969 onwards-real power was in Lon Nol and Siri 
Matak's hands. At the same time he has admitted that his great error was to trust Lon Nol and to 
believe that he would never betray him. In these circumstances, and feeling the need to reflect on 
the future, he departed for France on 6 January 1970.26

Throughout his rule Sihanouk had evoked demonstrative affection from the peasantry, and 
though he regarded them as 'children' with no views of their own, he also thought of them as a 
permanent support base. In the several judgments Sihanouk was wrong. Under duress, Lon Nol 
proved ready to lead the army into the anti-Sihanouk camp. Politicians, following Siri Matak’s 
example, finally proved ready to depose Sihanouk despite his regal aura and the long years 
during which he had directed Cambodia’s affairs. 

 

Controversy still surrounds the coup d’etat that toppled Sihanouk in March 1970. Much evidence 
has emerged that there was an extraordinarily tangled web of conspiracy, but many of the alleged 
details of the plotting lack corroboration. Moreover, Sihanouk’s own lengthy commentaries on 
the affair are less than fully frank and distorted by his determination to sheet home responsibility 
to the CIA. What follows is an attempt to tease a sequence of events on which there is general, if 
not universal, agreement. 

The spell of Sihanouk's invincibility had been broken as the urban elite and the bourgeoisie 
counted the cost of his economic policies and gossiped nervously about the implications of a 
foreign policy that had led to more than 40,000 Vietnamese communist troops camping on 
Cambodian soil.27

Speaking on French television the next day, the prince lashed out at the demonstrators, and 
rightists and Vietnamese communists. While he blamed rightists for sacking of the diplomatic 
missions, commenting shade naively that there were rightists 'even in the government', he even-
handedly attacked the Vietnamese communists for failing to respect Cambodia’s neutrality and 
for interfering in Cambodia’s internal affairs. 

 

In his account of the hectic final days before he was disposed, Sihanouk states that he still did 
not believe Lon Nol would betray him, and this is probably true. Indeed, Lon Nol hesitated to act 
until the last moment and did so only then under duress. 

Up to the moment before he left Paris on 13 March, and for the first three days of his visit to 
Moscow, Sihanouk continued to exchange messages with his mother, queen Kossamak, and to 
receive daily reports from Lon Nol. Clearly aware that the situation had become very serious. 
The prince may simply have reverted to the tactic he had so often relied on in the past: if he 
stayed away long enough, the politicians would come to their senses. 

                                                             
26 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.206-207 
27 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.208-209 
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Matak’s supporters transformed the session into a debate which approved the earlier 
demonstrations that had destroyed the Vietnamese missions and condemned unarmed senior 
Cambodian figures who had cooperated in supplying the Vietnamese communists. 

By staging-managing a debate that offered the opportunity for men and such Duoc Rasy to call 
for war against the Vietnamese and to denounce Sihanouk's long-standing policy of appeasing 
the Vietnamese forces on Cambodian territory, Matak had brought the kingdom to within a step 
of overthrowing its chief of state. 

Exile abroad may have seemed preferable to being little more than a figurehead may if he 
returned home. As for his hopes that the Soviet Union would be prepared to put pressure on the 
Vietnamese communists, Sihanouk found it was not, thus confirming his long-standing critical 
view of Russian. 

Things were very different in Peking, Zhou Enlai greeted him warmly at the airport, but for the 
moment Sihanouk was uncertain about his next move and the possibility of exile in France was 
still in his mind. In his 1971 account of his arrival in Peking, the prince glosses over the fact that 
he himself asked the French ambassador whether asylum in France was an option, implying that 
the ambassador made the offer unprompted and that he, though exhausted, had never 
contemplated going into exile. Instead, he has recounted, he spent 24 hours mulling over the 
offer Zhou made to him on his arrival. If Sihanouk was ready to fight, Zhou said, the Chinese 
were ready to support him. Buoyed by the prospect of china's support and outraged both by the 
fact of his deposition and by the crude personal attacks that were now being made on him and 
Monique in Phnom Penh, Sihanouk made his decision. He declared himself ready to fight little 
knowing that in doing so he was fated to be first a pawn and then a prisoner.28

Not least, the urban elite and many in the arm's officer corps feared the consequences of the 
permanent presence of tens of thousands of Vietnamese communist troops on Cambodian 
territory. However misguided the later battles waged against these troops may have been, there is 
a solid case that it was concern at the Vietnamese presence that finally led to the 18 March coup. 
Whether the events that began with the demonstration denouncing the Vietnamese presence were 
planned, even in Siri Matak’s mind, with the firm intention of deposing Sihanouk is still not 
clear.

 

29

He has written, too, of his surprise that relation between the Vietnamese communists and their 
Cambodian allies were tense. So much so that he was asked by a senior Vietnamese official not 
to speak favorably of the assistance given to the Khmer Rouge by the Hanoi government, 
'because our Cambodians comrades are so touchy on the subject’.

 

30

                                                             
28 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.211-214 

 

29 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) Pp.215-216 
30 Elizabeth Becker: When the War Was over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution (1986) P.224 
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Prince Sisowath Siri Matak31

Why did Lon Nol stage a coup against Prince Norodom Sihanouk’s Sangkum Reastre Niyum 
regime in 1970? When Prince Norodom Sihanouk and his tiny Cambodia were completely 
besieged by all Vietcong who had been waiting patiently for a long time hiding in Cambodia, 
after Hanoi leaders tactfully bullshitted to the world that they had withdrawn their troops from 
Cambodia in 1954. Samdech Euv pretended to go to have a rest in France, but in fact, he was out 
of control with Vietcong everywhere in Cambodia. He could not tell them to get out of his tiny 
Cambodia as a man, named “No”, who looks like a woman, used to working in the Royal Palace 
for Prince Norodom Sihanouk, clearly told me, recently in 2004 in Khmer Dhamaram Temple in 
Springvale of Victoria that Prince Sihanouk secretly told Lon Nol to have staged a coup against 
him because American, Thai and Yuon leaders who wanted to assassinate him by dragging 
Cambodia into the inevitable disaster. Their aims were to slice Cambodia up into two pieces as 
already mentioned in Khmer is a good sandwich on a sliver plate between Thais and Yuonese:  

 

As Shawcross clearly tells us: In fact Lon Nol may well, as suggested, have discussed the 
demonstrations with the Prince.32

It’s all true, because it fits American interests that they also wanted to get rid of Prince Sihanouk. 
So Lon Nol got fully “Blessings” from his Preah Ream “American masters” backing. He went 
right ahead with as Shawcross writes: The report informed Washington that the demonstrations 
the previous day were planned by Sirik Matak and Lon Nol’s support. It seems to have been 
Sihanouk’s attempts to do that which encouraged Lon Nol to move to the right, to Sirik Matak’s 
position.  

 

Queen Mother and Lon Nol to show him documents, seized from the North Vietnamese embassy 
which revealed the extent of Communist designs upon his kingdom.33

                                                             
31 

 

http://www.emediawire.com/prfiles/2004/07/07/139622/PrinceSisowathSirikMatak.JPG  
32 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.118 
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William Colby, who wanted the CIA to run Cambodia like Laos, was quite impressed; Lon Nol 
assured him that the war had “a spiritual basis” and derived from the glories of Angkor.34

Recent events in Cambodia had further damaged its credibility with the president. Documents 
captured during the invasion showed that it had of Sihanoukville for transporting supplies into 
South Vietnam. During the summer of 1970, senior CIA officials urged that the Agency be given 
control of Cambodia as it has been given control of Laos. William Colby explained later that the 
strategy he had suggested to Lon Nol was: “Arm the population. Like an oil spot gradually 
spreading out. Don’t worry about killing the enemy. Get your own people involved. Build a 
political base in communities anxious to defend themselves.”

 

35

After the division of French Indo-China, some 400,000 Vietnamese had remained in Cambodia; 
many of them were merchants, and a good number of them had, like Lon Nol himself, profited 
from the trade with the Vietnamese Communists. All Vietnamese residents were members of the 
Vietcong.

 

36

I do not quite agree with the Lon Nol government who persuaded Cambodians that all 
Vietnamese residents in Cambodia were all members of Vietcong, but I do quite agree that there 
were many of them were real members of Vietcong who could have perfectly disguised 
themselves among their Yuon citizens living in Cambodia waiting for a right time to come and 
change the Cambodians’ fates in the future that no one can predict. Like Vietcong/Yuon citizens 
living in Cambodia by doing whatsoever it can kill gentle and Khmer educated men so that they 
can send their Yuon illegal immigrants to live in Cambodia freely. 

 

Ignoring Menu, Nixon began with the lie that the United States had ‘scrupulously respected” 
Cambodia’s neutrality for the last five years and had not “moved against” the sanctuaries. This 
falsehood was repeated by Kissinger in his background briefings to the press. That same evening 
he told reporters that the Communists had been using Cambodia for five years but, “As long as 
Sihanouk was in power in Cambodia we had to weight the benefits in long-range historical terms 
of Cambodian neutrality as against any temporary military advantages and we made no efforts 
during the first fifteen months of this administration to move against the sanctuary.37

Eleven years before the coup the Pentagon had identified the political elite and the officer corps 
as the groups that would best serve United States interests. Represented by Sirik Matak and 
General Lon Nol, these two groups had no reason now to doubt that their removal of Sihanouk 
would be acceptable to Washington. Prom Thos, an opponent of Sihanouk, who was Lon Nol’s 
Minister of Industry and is now in exile in Paris, says that whether Lon Nol had specific 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
33 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.119 
34 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.170 
35 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.182 
36 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.132 
37 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.146 
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promises of United States help before he overthrew Sihanouk in March 1970 is unimportant. 
“We all just knew that the United States would help us; there had been many stories of CIA 
approaches and offers before then.” 

Privately Henry Kissinger has raised the possibility of United States intervention. At a lunch in 
January 1977 with a group of European journalists, he defended his role in the whole Cambodian 
drama and said that the United States had not been involved in Sihanouk’s overthrow, “at least 
not at the top level.”38

It was probably 1974 during that time.  My mother was pregnant and I was probably six or seven 
months old.  They seized my mother and imprisoned her in a kiln for steaming tobacco (in this 
kiln it was so hot and unendurable).  At this time, they accused my mother and our family of 
selling their farm products to merchants outside of the village, without their permission.  My 
grandfather told me that between 1973-74, along the base areas and the countryside, there was 
extreme anarchic chaos.  Many people living in the rural areas were forced to demonstrate and 
challenge the regime of the Khmer Republic.  Their people only had knives, axes, and wooden 
rods to fight with the Lon Nol soldiers who had guns in each hand.  Therefore, the Lon Nol 
soldiers shot many of the people who joined in the demonstration, especially in Kompong Cham 
province.  My grandfather also said that during that time the people and the families that did not 
join in the demonstration were admonished and criticized and the crowd of demonstrators just 
marched on.  If we did not join the demonstration and we ran away, the demonstrators would axe 
and kill us.

 

39

How many Vietcong secret agents who could have disguised themselves among Son Ngoc 
Thanh’s Khmer Serei? William Shawcross also reveals very clearly: 

 

One Link was Son Ngoc Thanh and his Khmer Serei. At the end of 1969 several units of Khmer 
Serei ostentatiously “defected” from South Vietnam to Cambodia; they were incorporated into 
Sihanouk’s armed force. The Prince later claimed that their defection was a ruse and that they 
were a Trojan Horse. Snepp does not disagree.40

Yiey Ren, who is also living in Australia, clearly tells me many times that we are an ordinary 
people, know nothing about the war, but according to her husband who used to working for 
Prince Sihanouk told her that Sihanouk told General Lon Nol to stage a coup against his 
Sangkum Reastre Niyum because his country was completely besieged by all Vietcong 
everywhere in Cambodia as William Shawcross clearly tells us Khmer victims: 

 

At a private dinner party, by contrast, he complained that since 1954 the North Vietnamese had 
always ignored his requests to withdraw from Cambodia.  
                                                             
38 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.122 
39 Dany Lon: Documentation Center Of Cambodia, http://www.dccam.org  
40 William Shawcross: Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of Cambodia (1986) P.119 
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So, on March 8 Lon Nol staged anti-Vietnamese demonstrations in the border provinces, 
particularly in the Parrot’ Beak, where infiltration and bombing had been especially heavy. If any 
rebuke or warning was implicit in his public remarks, it was lost on Phnom Penh. Om March 11 
several thousand students, soldiers, Buddhist monks and bystanders gathered at the 
Independence Monument and began to march toward the embassy of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam.41

The anti-Sihanouk posters plastered onto walls in March and April were peeling and tattered now 
fading under the monsoon rains.

 

42

In August 1969 Sihanouk appointed a “Govuvernement de Sauvetage” that was far to the right of 
the previous “Govuvernement de la Derniere Chance.”  His new Prime Minister was General 
Lon Nol-the man who had told General Taber back in 1963 how much he hoped that United 
States military aid would soon be restored to Cambodia. Now however, the Vietnamese presence 
was becoming less easy to tolerate. Lon Nol claimed that they had between 35, 000 and 40, 000 
troops in the country.

 

43

At Ho Chi Minh’s funeral in September Sihanouk apparently asked Hanoi’s leaders to try to 
restrict their use of his country. When this had little effect, he seems to have begun complaining 
privately even to North Korean officials. Publicly he announced that in the provinces of 
Mondulkiri and Rattanakiri” a vast part of our territory has been occupied by the North 
Vietnamese.” Phnom Penh complained that “Cambodia is not in a position to prevent these 
infiltrators with its restricted and poorly equipped forces”; but the new government, with 
Sihanouk’s compliance, began to harass the intruders in several of the eastern provinces. 

 

But it did not develop, and in early January 1970, Sihanouk himself left for one of his periodic 
rest cures at a clinic in the South of France. His health was not that poor, and presumably he felt 
that the political situation was containable.44

Assessing how the coup took place, the testimony of two former CIA agents must be considered. 
The first is Frank Snepp, who in 1970 was a strategic analyst in the CIA station in Saigon. At 
that time many CIA operations in Cambodia were being run out of South Vietnam.

 

45

Yiey Ren continues to tell me that her husband used to telling her that, “We must insult Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk and say anything bad about him and his family as we are told to do so!” as 
Williams Shawcross clearly writes: 
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Although it was still negotiating with the Communists, the new Phnom Penh regime unleashed 
furious attacks on Sihanouk and his family, denigrating his policies and their corruption. One 
newspaper published a picture purporting to show him with a naked woman, and the government 
radio harped on “the abuse, gaffes and monumental errors he has committed.” His pictures were 
ordered out of the shop windows and off office walls and streets that were named after him were 
renamed.46

Only days after the coup, Lon Nol's rhetoric against the North Vietnamese had turned into a 
campaign against all ethnic Vietnamese, there were a million Vietnamese living in Cambodia in 
1970. Most had settled in the country under the patronage of French colonialists, and the 
majorities were clerks, commercialists, and skilled labourers in Phnom Penh. Generally, these 
ethnic Vietnamese were as anti-communists as the new Phnom Penh regime, but they were 
inconveniently of the same race as the Vietcong. They fell into Lon Nol's category of “tradition 
enemy.”?

 

47

Sihanouk was planning to return to Phnom Penh via Moscow and Peking. While he was there, 
Lon Nol-so the accounts go-was to stage anti-Vietnamese demonstrations in Phnom Penh to 
drive home the extent of Cambodia anger over the way in which their territory was being abused. 
Sihanouk would then implore the Soviet and Chinese leaders to exert pressure on their 
Vietnamese ally to withdraw from Cambodia.  

 

  
In February Lon Nol called a meeting of provincial governors in Phnom Penh to discuss the 
Vietnamese situation. Apparently the governor painted a dismal picture of the high-handed 
manner in which the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese were behaving in several provinces. Lon 
Nol then closed Sihanoukville to Communist supplies and shipments as Sihanouk had done for a 
time in the spring of 1969. A report on Communist infiltration, designed to stir up public anger, 
was presented to the Assembly; there were now alleged to be 60, 000 Communist troops in the 
country-20, 000 more than Lon Nol had estimated in September.48

 
 

 Oct. 22, 1966, Gen. Lon Nol is confirmed as Prime Minister by the new National 
Assembly dominates by the rightist.  Philippine and US officials meet to discuss US 
relations with Cambodia. 

 April 30, 1967, Lon Nol resigns his premiership, citing injuries from a car accident. 
 May 1, 1968, Gen. Lon Nol, who resigned from his premier post a few months earlier, re-

enters the cabinet as third vice-chairman of the council of ministers and defense minister. 
 May 24, 1969, PM Lon Nol meet officially with North VN’s representative, Nguyen 

Thuong, and the NLF delegate, Nguyen Van Hieu in an unsuccessful attempt to deal with 
the NVA/VC problem. 

 Aug. 13, 1969, Gen. Lon Nol is elected Prime Minister. The General replaced Samdech 
Penn Nouth, who retired because of ill health. Lon Nol, elected by a 72-0 parliamentary 
vote, had been deputy Prime Minister and defense minister in the outgoing cabinet.  
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 Sept. 1969, Deputy PM Sirik Matak takes over as acting Prime Minister.49

 
 

Toward the end of 1969, Lon Nol flew to France for medical treatment, leaving Prince Sisowath 
Sirik Matak as acting premier. It was Sirik Matak’s family that had been passed over by the 
French when Sihanouk was crowned king in 1941. He had despised Sihanouk’s tolerant of the 
Vietnamese Communists.50

 
 

In Cambodia, there are a few Cambodian leaders listening to their people’s voice up until now. 
Once they become a leader who always exercises their absolute power against their own people 
by also using their secret police.  Which way Cambodian victims had to choose from? So long 
there are too many ignorant Cambodians who are always misled. The Cambodian people knew 
too well the brutalities, oppression, harsh labours and inhumane treatments of the Khmer Rouge 
and Viet Cong during the war from 1970 to 1975, and the bombings of U.S. B-52: 

The White House ignored its agreement with Congress that the intensity of the bombing during 
the last forty-five days not be increased. In June, 5,064 tactical sorties were flown over 
Cambodia: in July this was raised to 5,818; and in the first half of August, 3,072 raids were 
flown. In those forty-five days, the tactical bombings increased by 21 percent. The B-52 
bombing also increased, though those planes were already almost fully committed. By August 
15, when the last American planes dropped their cargoes, the total tonnage dropped since 
Operation Breakfast was 539,129. Almost half of these bombs, 257, 465 tons, had fallen in the 
last six months. (During the Second World War 160, 000 tons were dropped on Japan.) On Air 
Force maps of Cambodia thousands of square miles of densely populated, fertile areas are 
marked black from the inundation.51

By fall 1969, General Creighton Abrams and the Joint Chiefs had accepted that the menu 
bombing had failed in its primary military purpose; neither COSVN headquarters nor the 
sanctuaries themselves were destroyed. To escape the bombardment, the Vietnamese 
Communists had begun to move deeper into Cambodia-“thus” as Abrams later acknowledged to 
the Senate, “bringing them into increasing conflict with the Cambodian authorities.” More and 
more reports of serious clashes between the Communists and Cambodians villagers and troops 
reached Phnom Penh.

 

52

 Jan. 7, 1970, Prince Norodom Sihanouk and Princess Monique, accompanied by Penn 
Nouth and his wife, departs Phnom Penh for French Riviera for “rest cure”.  

 

 Feb. 5, 1970, Cambodians seize US navy patrol boat on the Mekong River. 
 Feb. 11, 1970, US planes attack communist gun positions inside Cambodia in response to 

the downing of a US helicopter. 
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 March 8-9, 1970, Lon Nol’s govt. stages anti-Vietnamese Communist demonstration in 
the provinces of Svay Rieng and Prey Veng.  

 March 11, 1970, an estimated 20,000 Cambodians demonstrated against Vietnamese 
Communist presence in Cambodia and sacked the North Vietnamese and the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam (Vietcong political arm) embassies in 
Phnom Penh.  

 March 13, 1970, Prince Sihanouk departs Paris for Moscow.  
 

In Paris, Prince Sihanouk pretended angrily to denounce the demonstrations, saying they were 
“organized by personalities aiming at destroying beyond repair Cambodia’s friendship with the 
socialist cam and at throwing our country into the arms of a capitalist, imperialist power.”  He 
cabled his mother to say he was canceling his trip to Moscow and Peking and returning home at 
once to prevent his country from becoming a second Laos.53

So, on March 12 1970, Sirik Matak canceled the trade agreement that allows the Vietnamese to 
use Sihanoukville port and purchase supplies in Cambodia. Lon Nol formally apologized for the 
attacks on the Vietnamese embassies, but he also issued an ultimatum that their troops must 
leave the country in seventy-two hours. This was a crucial event for Cambodia. It was a 
ludicrous demand, one that could only be made a man who had a tenuous grasp on reality, or had 
promised of external support.

 

54

As Shawcross also gives us Khmer children more clearly evidences that Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk who could not press Vietcong to get out of his kingdom: 

 

Recent CIA reports from Bangkok and Vientiane had quoted Soviet officials as calling Sihanouk 
“a blundering fool,” “finagler,” “a spoiled child” who would not be able to blackmail them into 
pressuring Hanoi. Kosygin thrust the prince onto the plane without any offers of help.55

March 14, 1970, US freighter Columbia Eagle is seized by two armed crewman in the Gulf of 
Siam and forced to sail to Cambodia.  PM Lon Nol states that his govt. will not return the pirated 
ship.  

 

South Vietnamese, who were also waiting patiently for a long time to come, it’s a great unique 
opportunity has arrived on their side, receiving “Good Blessings” from their masters-Americans 
and their allied, Lon Nol, starting to enjoy bombing on Khmer peasants’ villages freely was to 
kill Khmers in revenge that they were misled by the world that Khmer Lon Nollians who killed 
Yuon citizens used to living in Cambodia before 1970 as Shawcross writes: 

On March 15, three days after the demonstrations, Lon Nol’s ultimatum to the Communists 
expired. They were still on Cambodian territory, and the Cambodians asked the South Vietnam 
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to provide artillery support against the sanctuaries. The request was granted. Nonetheless, the 
next day Vietcong, North Vietnamese and Cambodians officials met in Phnom Penh to discuss 
lon Nol’s demands. It was now, according to Son Ngoc Thanh, that Lon Nol finally decided to 
go along with Sirik Matak’s proposed coup.56

In Saigon, President Thieu, who apparently had advance warnings of the coup, was obviously 
delighted he remarked that he expected the excellent cooperation along the border now, and 
thought that together the two countries would “drive the Communists out.” South Vietnamese 
troops and air force began to attack the border areas and following their own contingency plans 
the Communists soon dispersed even further west than the Menu strikes had already driven 
them.

 

57

 March 17, 1970, two cabinet members, loyal to Prince Sihanouk attempted to have Lon 
Nol arrested, were detained along with many other Prince Sihanouk's supporters. On the 
same day, Gen. Lon Nol placed army on alert, closed the airport, stationed troops and 
armoured cars around the ministries building, radio stations, and the Assembly.  

 

 March 18, 1970, both houses of the Cambodian legislature met in special session, at the 
govt. request, and voted unanimously to withdraw its confidence from Prince Sihanouk as 
Chief of State.  In the debate, legislators accused Prince Sihanouk, among other thing, of 
having authorized North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops to illegally occupy and 
establish sanctuaries on Cambodia territory, which violate the neutrally as provided by 
the Geneva Accords of 1954. 

 March 19, 1970, Prince Sihanouk makes popular appeals for return to power, calling for 
united political front and liberation army……… US govt. states that Prince Sihanouk has 
been legally deposed; the question of recognition of the new govt. "does not 
arise"……….. The National Assembly vote overwhelmingly to grant full power to PM 
Lon Nol, declares a state of emergency, suspends four articles of the constitution, permits 
arbitrary arrest and bans public assembly………… PM Lon Nol assures foreign govt. 
that there will be no change in Cambodia's policies. 

 March 20, 1970, US-Khmer-South Vietnamese launch a first coordinated military action 
in response to Communist attack…….. The National Assembly vote to arrest Prince 
Sihanouk and pressed charges of treason against him if he returns to Cambodia. On the 
same day, an order is issued to the Cambodian armed forces "...to crush by means of arms 
all actions that Prince Norodom Sihanouk may be planning..."  It also specified that 
Prince Sihanouk had ceased to be commander-in-chief of the armed forces and that these 
duties had been taken over by Cheng Heng, acting Head of State.  In his first public 
statement, Prince Sihanouk claims his ouster was absolutely illegal. 

 March 21, 1970, Cheng Heng made chief of state. He promised to expel the Communists 
from the country……… US Pres. Richard Nixon called for respect of Cambodian 
neutrality…….. Zhou Enlai and Pham Van Done met in Beijing; Zhou thinks the Lon 
Nol's coup was approved by the French and American. 
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 March 22, 1970, Prince Sihanouk meets with Zhou Enlai in Beijing and is told: "The 
speech Your Highness has given to the Cambodian people is of great appealing power. I 
believe that the Cambodian people, after listening to Your Highness's voice, will be 
greatly inspired and will respond to it. China is determined to support Your Highness 
until Your Highness returns to his own country in victory. So long as Your Highness is 
determined to fight to the end, it is for certain that we will provide Your Highness with 
our support.  Prince Sihanouk: With China's support, I will persist in the struggle. No 
matter how long the struggle will last and how many difficulties it will endure, I will 
never yield.”   On the same day, the Prince also discloses that the Soviet Union and China 
had granted his request to live in exile alternately in Moscow and Beijing.  In Hanoi, 
Vietnam voices its support of Prince Sihanouk and Cambodians in “a just struggle” 
against Lon Nol govt. And in Moscow, the Soviet Communist Party newspaper Pravda 
attributed the crisis in Cambodia to “military fever born of American aggression.”  

 March 23, 1970, Prince Sihanouk, in Beijing, announces the formation of a National 
United Front of Kampuchea or FUNK with his former enemies, the Khmer Rouge, to 
struggle against the Lon Nol govt.  

 He agreed to an alliance with his enemies. His broadcast of march 23-an appeal for the 
country to rise against Lon Nol under the banner of his own new National United Front of 
Kampuchea-was immediately welcomed in a statement from Hanoi signed by Khieu 
Samphan, Hou Yuon and Hu Nim.58

 On 23 March, the day after his meeting with Pham Van Dong, Sihanouk announced his 
intention to establish national united front of Kampuchea. Speaking over the radio from 
Peking, he denounced those who had driven him from office and called on the 
Cambodian population to join in a guerrilla war against the new regime in Phnom Penh. 

 

 
With Sihanouk now heading a front against the Phnom Penh regime, there was no longer any 
reason for the Vietnamese communist troops within Cambodian soldiers went into battle, the 
hardened Vietnamese veterans slaughtered them. Slaughter of a different kind took place in 
Phnom Penh, where Lon Nol allowed his troops to carry out a savage pogrom against the city’s 
Vietnamese population, several thousand of whom were killed in late April and early May.59

In March 1970….Sdech Sihanouk ordered Lon Nol to arrange a protest against the Yuon 
presence in Cambodia. When he was getting succeeded in this job. Suddenly Prince Sihanouk 
who was in Paris accusing him of “Traitor” by receiving (American dollars”. It is like pouring 
fuel on fire…All of sudden, anarchy had taken place in Cambodia because General could not 
control the events. For he had became a “Traitor”. Pham Van Dong took an opportunity to have 
sent Vietminh soldiers who dressed up as Khmer soldiers to gun down “5000 Yuons” floating 
over all Neak Luong and this criminal went to paint on Lon Nol. Only in a short while, the whole 
world really hated the government of Lon Nol who was accused of murderer. Secret Yuon 
commando of North came to slash Cambodians in the towns and provinces announcing that they 
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are Sihanouk’s troops. South Vietnam soldiers intervened to pillage, rape, and murder 
Cambodians in revenge.60

No foreign journalists could photograph Vietminh and Vietcong who had perfectly and secretly 
impersonated themselves as both Lon Nollians and Khmer Rouge killing Khmers at all. Why…? 
Because nearly all foreign journalists in Cambodia can’t speak, read and write Khmer. They got 
all information with their eyes through Cambodian translators. Those who never ever use their 
brain/logic and microscope to find out who are behind killing Yuons? Only one side of Lon Nol, 
was properly photographed in the world presses as William Shawcross writes to tell us Khmer 
Victims: 

 

The real killings of Vietnamese began in the village of Prasaut, in the parrot’s beak; the 
government blamed their deaths on crossfire. Journalists there insisted that Khmer troops had 
simply shot them. Then about 800 Vietnamese men were taken from their riverside village of 
Chrui Changwar. Their hands were tied behind their backs; they were pushed into boats, shot and 
thrown into the Mekong. More and more were executed in this way, and for days their swollen 
bodied floated downstream, getting caught in the ferries and in fishermen’s net, staining the 
muddy water the color of rust.61

 March 24, 1970, South Vietnam expressed its support of Lon Nol govt. in a note from 
Vice Pres. Nguyen Cao Ky to Cambodian Head of State Cheng Heng……… US fighter-
bombers attack Communists positions in Cambodia. 

 

 On March 24, Mike Rives cabled from Phnom Penh that “one of greatest dangers present 
situation exists in possible clashes between Cambodia and NVN/VN troops, whether 
initiated by former or latter.62

 March 25, 1970, Cambodia for the second time invited the North Vietnamese to discuss 
the problem of the evacuation of their forces from Cambodian territory.  The meeting was 
set for March 27, however, Poland, on behalf of the Vietnamese, advised Cambodian 
officially of the planned departure on March 27 from Phnom Penh of the Embassy of 
North Vietnam and Viet Cong. 

 

 March 26-27, 1970, Pro-Prince Sihanouk demonstrations broke out in Kompong Cham 
Province.  Two deputies who tried to calm the demonstrators were knifed to death and the 
office of the governor was burned.  

 March 27, 1970, North Vietnamese and PRG embassy staffs departed Phnom Penh by 
ICC aircraft for Hanoi…….. South Vietnamese troops, supporting by US helicopter, 
make their first major military incursion into Cambodian territory.  American and South 
Vietnam officials deny having crossed the border. 

 March 29, 1970, North Vietnam and Viet Cong unilaterally announced the severance of 
diplomatic relations with Cambodia and refuse to resume discussion regarding the 
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withdrawal of their forces.  They instead began offensive into Cambodia; quickly 
occupies most of eastern part of the country. 

 March 30, 1970, Lon Nol says he will ask for US arms if the situation in Cambodia 
deteriorates. 

 March 31, 1970, Cambodian govt., in a memo to the ambassadors of the Soviet Union 
and Great Britain, expressed her deep concern about increasingly flagrant and repeated 
violations of the 1954 Geneva Accords by the Vietnamese communist.  Cambodia 
demanded the re-instalment of the International Control Commission on an urgent basis. 

 In March 1970, the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak government declared it would proceed to rid 
Kampuchea of “ignoble” Vietnamese presence. So they made an official appeal to 
Saigon, meaning that Nguyen Van Thieu’s savage horde came to invade, pillage, burn, 
ruin, destroy Cambodia, and to rob, torture, rape, and murder Cambodians. That was the 
high price in exchange for the military protection it provided the faltering Khmer 
Republic. 

 
Enjoying annexing a large and strategic town on the Mekong. Here, too Thieu’s soldiers drove 
the original inhabitants out of their homes, villages, and fields. They were then forced manu 
military toward the nearby town of Prey Veng and to Phnom Penh. Again, local villages-houses, 
fields and all-were “granted” to the Vietnamese men and women who had suffered at the hands 
of Phnom Penh’s new masters. 

President Thieu’s navy took possession of nearly all the coastal islands dependent upon Kampot 
province. Vietnamese fishermen were given carte-blanche fishing rights in Khmer territorial 
waters off Kampot and Kep, ruining Khmer fishermen-and the Cambodian economy.  

Thieu’s army assumed the right to ship all it wanted of the Cambodians cattle, buffalo, cars, 
machines, etc., back to South Vietnam/Kampuchea Krom. It went so far as to send giant 
helicopters to scavenge in Khmer territory. Equipped with hooks and steel cables, they lifted cars 
(private property) and industrial equipment (starting at the rubber plantation in Kompong Cham). 
Thieu’s men also ransacked several Buddhists monasteries, which had housed ancient and 
priceless cultural treasures.”63

 April 1, 1970, Prince Sihanouk meets with PRC PM Zhou Enlai, who informs the Prince: 
“The people in Cambodia have been extremely excited after hearing Your Highness's 
speech to the people and the five-point statement. The people in many places have been 
mobilized. In the provinces in north-eastern Cambodia and close to Phnom Penh there are 
protest demonstrations. The slogan of the masses is to request that Your Highness return 
to Cambodia. Lon Nol originally planned to organize a demonstration supporting the 
reactionary regime, but this plan has failed." [25]………..Cambodian embassy in 
Moscow informs diplomatic corps it will represent Prince Sihanouk, not the Phnom Penh 
govt. 
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 April 6, 1970, U.N. announce that Secretary General U Thant had decided, “To deal with 
the authorities who effectively controlled the situation in Cambodia”; in effect, with the 
Phnom Penh govt. not with Prince Sihanouk. 

 April 8, 1970, Cambodia releases hijacked US freighter Columbia Eagle. 
 April 9, 1970, under heavy Communist attack, Cambodian troops evacuate the Parrot's 

Beak in Svay Rieng Province. 
 April 11, 1970, popular manifestation called “The March of National Concord” at the 

National Sports Complex in Phnom Penh as a sign of support for the govt. of Gen. Lon 
Nol; the manifestation also demanded the establishment of a Republican regime for the 
country.  

 April 14, 1970, Lon Nol made international appeals for aid to fight against Vietnamese 
communist………. South Vietnamese, with token Cambodian assistance, attack a VNA 
base inside Cambodia. 

 April 16, 1970, one hundred Vietnamese civilians are slain in the govt. compound in 
Takeo Province. 

 April 17, 1970, Hundred of Vietnamese bodies, suspected victims of mass killing, floated 
down the Mekong River in the south-eastern sector of Vietnam.  Cambodian govt. admits 
Vietcong control of three provinces. 

 Moreover, at this stage his own understanding of the Cambodian communist movement 
was both flawed and incomplete. He was unaware that an indigenous movement existed 
which, while still benefiting from association with the Vietnamese, was determined to 
become master of Cambodia in its own right and which viewed the necessity of accepting 
Vietnamese assistance with distaste. 

 April 18, 1970, South Vietnamese forces destroyed two Communist supply bases inside 
Cambodia. 

 April 19, 1970, Communist troops captured Saang, 15 miles south of Phnom Penh. 
 Lon Nol was strongly condemned by foreign diplomats and the press, and also the White 

House, eventually led Lon Nol to admit that the murder of Vietnamese civilians was not 
essential to his revolution. He could not force Vietcong out of Cambodia, and he wanted 
Yuon leaders to respect the 1954 Geneva Accords as William Shawcross very well 
records on Khmer History to tell us Khmer victims: 

 From over mile away two women were ordered to read the government’s message 
through megaphones: the Vietcong must leave, respect the 1954 Geneva Accord and 
recognize that Sihanouk’s overthrow was an internal matter.64

 April 20, 1970, Pres. Nixon announced the withdrawal of 150,000 troops from Vietnam, 
and warned that the communists would be taking grave risks if they attempted to use 
American withdrawals to jeopardize remaining US forces in Vietnam by increasing 
military action in Vietnam, Cambodia, or Laos. 

 

 April 23, 1970, Rifles were transferred from South Vietnam to Cambodia as the US 
directed aid………. FANK recaptured Saang. 

 April 24, 1970, US forces began Operation Patio, tactical complement to Operation 
Menu.  

 April 24-25, 1970, The PRC sponsors Summit Conference of the Peoples of Indochina. 
The Conference is participated by Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia, Prince Souphanouvong 
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of Pathet Lao, Pres. Nguyen Huu Tho of the NLF (Viet Cong), and PM Pham Van Dong 
of North Vietnam………. US secretly begins shipping small arms to Phnom Penh while 
Pres. Nixon publicly says he is still considering the Cambodia's request for arms 
assistance.  

 April 27, 1970, The North Vietnamese govt. proclaimed its support of Prince 
Sihanouk………. Communist forces began to press their advance deeper into Cambodia 
and threatened Phnom Penh…….. Lon Nol govt. pledges to protect lives of all 
Vietnamese civilians living in Cambodia. 

 April 29, 1970, South Vietnam lands its support to Lon Nol govt. after massive uprisings 
in support of Prince Sihanouk……….. Over 20,000 US and South Vietnamese troops 
cross into Cambodia to eliminate communist sanctuaries used for attacks into South 
Vietnam. 

 April 30, 1970, US Pres. Nixon addresses to Americans explaining US military invasion 
of Cambodia; US troops join with South Vietnamese forces would invade Cambodia to 
destroy important North Vietnamese and Vietcong supply bases and concentration. This 
news caused a furor in the United States, where opinion ran strong against any escalation 
of the war.  

 
But times had changed. By now Phnom Penh was clearly at war, and promise would skepticism. 
When Sihanouk was overthrown it had been a comfortable residential city of around 600,000 
Khmers, Chinese and Vietnamese. As the fighting and the bombing spread in April and May, 
refugees had begun to flee toward its shelter and that of the provincial capitals the government 
still held.  
 
Along the boulevards and in the parks and gardens the flame trees, the teak, the frangipani, the 
jasmine and the hibiscus were being hacked away by soldiers-sometimes for firewood, 
sometimes on the grounds that Vietcong snipers might hide in the branches. (Later in the long 
war the tree would die as the starving population stripped their barks for food.)65

 
 

 May 1, 1970, PM Lon Nol claims that the United States-South Vietnamese operation had 
been mounted without his knowledge or approval. 

 May 3, 1970, UN Gen. Secy. U Thant says spread of fighting into Cambodia threatens to 
engulf the entire Southeast Asia region. 

 May 4, 1970, The PRC issues a statement pledging full support to Cambodia, Laos and 
Vietnam against US aggression. 

 May 5, 1970, Prince Sihanouk, in Peking, announced the formation of a govt.-in-exile, 
the Royal National Union Government of Kampuchea (RNUGK), with Prince Sihanouk 
as Head of State and Penn Nouth as Prime Minister.  RNUGK is immediately recognized 
by China and North Vietnam. ----- US and South Vietnamese forces make their third 
incursion into Cambodia, crossing into the Sesan area of Rattanakiri Province. -----US 
Pres. Nixon promises that US troops would not advance further than 21 miles inside 
Cambodia. [Map] 
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 May 6, 1970, China, North Vietnam and North Korea broke off their diplomatic relations 
with Lon Nol's govt. ----- US forces spearhead three new fronts in Cambodia northeast of 
the Fist-hook area. 

 May 7, 1970, White House reports capture of a major, abandoned, Communist base in the 
Fishhook Area.  South Vietnam withdraws 10,000 troops from Parrot's Beak area after 
completing its mission. 

 May 8, 1970, Pres. Nixon says all US troops would be withdrawn from Cambodia by 
June 30. - South Vietnam Pres. Thieu says his forces are not restricted to Nixon’s 
deadline. 

 May 9, 1970, US and South Vietnamese naval forces impose a blockade along 100 miles 
of the Cambodian coast. 

 May 11, 1970, US Senate Foreign Relations Committee approves an amendment 
introduced by Senator Sherman Cooper and Senator Frank Church to prevent any future 
US military operation in Cambodia. - Le Duan, in a meeting with Mao Zedong in Beijing, 
says the situation in Vietnam and in Indochina is complicated and asks for instructions, 
"We are very much in need of getting Chairman Mao's instructions.  If our Central 
Committee and Politburo learn that Chairman Mao had given instructions about how we 
should do our job, they will certainly be very happy."  In relating to Cambodia, Mao says, 
“Now there is another person, Prince Sihanouk.  He is not an easy person to deal with 
either.  When you offend him, he will come out to scold you." [25] 

 May 13, 1970, Phnom Penh govt. restored diplomatic relations with Thailand, which had 
been broken in 1961. - US State Secy. William Rogers affirms that the US will not 
become involved militarily to defend the Lon Nol govt. 

 May 14, 1970, South Vietnamese troops, with US advisers, move into Cambodia to 
defend the town of Bo Keo.  State Dept. says it has no agreement with the South Vietnam 
govt. on length of time its troops can remain inside Cambodia.   

 May 16-17, 1970, At a Key Biscayne, Fla. Press briefing, White House officials give the 
impression that the South Vietnamese will withdraw from Cambodia on June 30.  US 
high command announces that 5,500 troops have been withdrawn from Cambodia since 
May 12. ----- US reports capture of part of COSVN (Central Office for South Vietnam) 
headquarters five mile north of Memot, 10 miles inside Cambodia.  Foreign Minister of 
12 Asian nations meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia, recommends an international conference 
on Southeast Asia war. 
 

COSVN has not issued any order to VC/NVA forces in Cambodia to either withdraw or to fight. 
COSVN attributes the recent coup to U.S. backing….In the event that negotiations with the Lon 
Nol government are unsuccessful; the VC/NVA will support the red Khmer in launching a 
guerrilla war against the Cambodian government similar to the one in Laos.66

 May 18, 1970, allied command reports 7,843 enemies killed compared to 850 US and 
South Vietnamese troops during the Cambodia operation. 

 

 May 19, 1970, Phnom Penh govt. restored diplomatic relations with South Korea, which 
had been broken in 1966.  
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 May 20, 1970, South Vietnamese forces open a new front in Cambodia against the 
Communists, supporting by US air power and ground advisers. 

 May 21, 1970, US Defense Dept. reports that the Communist base COSVN has been 
relocated beyond the 21-mile operation limit in Cambodia set by Pres. Nixon. 

 May 22, 1970, South Vietnam announces a halt in the repatriation of Vietnamese 
refugees in Cambodia. 

 May 24, 1970, South Vietnamese troops captured Cambodia's largest rubber plantation at 
Chup, 50 miles northeast of Phnom Penh. 

 May 25, 1970, US announced that it would supply arms to Cambodia for defending her 
territory.   

 May 27, 1970, Phnom Penh govt. restored diplomatic ties with South Vietnam, which 
had been broken in 1963, and military assistance agreement concluded between the two 
govt. - Prince Sihanouk confers with North Vietnamese leaders in Hanoi. 

 May 28, 1970, VNA pushed into the provincial capital of Prey Veng. - Thailand follows 
South Vietnam in reaching agreement with Cambodia to assist in its struggle against 
Communists. 

 May 30, 1970, Eight TV newsmen, including three Americans, are believed captured or 
dead following the ambush attack on their vehicle by the Vietcong near Takeo Province. 

 June 1, 1970, Martial law goes into effect throughout Cambodia. 
 June 3, 1970, Vietcong capture Set Bo, 11 miles south of Phnom Penh. -----VNA and VC 

launched attacks across the northern part of Cambodia. -----Pres. Nixon hails that 
Cambodian incursions as the most successful operations of the war and reiterates that US 
and South Vietnam forces will be withdrawn on June 30. 

 June 4, 1970, Communist forces were reported to be within ten miles of Phnom Penh.  
 June 6, 1970, South Vietnam VP Nguyen Cao Ky meets with Cambodian officials in 

Phnom Penh to resolve questions of Saigon's military role in Cambodia. 
 June 8, 1970, No details of a North Vietnamese agreement with Prince Sihanouk are 

given following his return to Peking after a two-week visit to Hanoi. 
 June 9, 1970, South Korea rejects a Cambodia's request for direct military assistance. 
 June 13, 1970, Communist forces captured the strategic city of Kompong Speu following 

a fierce fighting. 
 June 15, 1970, American journalists, Richard Dudman, Elizabeth Bond, and Michael 

Marrow captured on May 7, are released by the Vietcong. 
 June 16, 1970, Cambodian and South Vietnamese forces recaptured Kompong Speu. 
 June 17, 1970, Chinese PM Zhou Enlai, in a conversation with Nguyen Thi Binh in 

Beijing, blames the US for war in Indochina: “Now the war has expanded to Cambodia 
and the entire Indochina. It is not you, nor Prince Sihanouk, nor China, who planned the 
expansion. It is the United States, which did it. Fine, let the war expand. In the past, only 
areas on the east bank of the Mekong River were the shelter. Now the whole Cambodia 
becomes the shelter, and the whole Indochina becomes the shelter, not to mention that 
there exists the big shelter—China." [25] 

 June 22, 1970, US Defense Dept. acknowledges that US planes have bombed Communist 
infiltration routes deep inside Cambodia.   

 June 24, 1970, US steps up shipment of $7.9 million in military equipment to the 
Cambodian govt. 
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 June 25, 1970, Phnom Penh govt. announced “General Mobilization” in order to deal 
with the communist invasion.  

 June 27, 1970, South Vietnamese Pres. Thieu says his troops will help Cambodia defend 
itself against Communist attacks.  Cambodian troops withdraw from Rattanakiri 
Province, leaving the northern part of the country in Communist control. 

 June 29, 1970, US end its incursion into Cambodia. ----- South Vietnamese forces lift a 
siege of Cambodian troops trapped in Longvaek. 

 June 30, 1970, Operation Patio ended; it replaces by Freedom Deal. -----In a report to the 
nation, Pres. Nixon praises the "successful" completion of the Cambodian "incursion," 
citing the amount of enemy supplies captured. -----US Senate pass the Cooper-Church 
Amendment, barring the use of US troops in Cambodia.  

 July 2, 1970, Prince Sihanouk returns to Peking from North Korea where he received a 
pledge from Premier Kim Il Sung to aid in overthrowing the Phnom Penh govt. 

 July 5, 1970, A Cambodian military court, after three days of trial, sentences Prince 
Sihanouk in absentia to death on grounds of treason and corruption.  

 
He was even further angered by his condemnation to death at his trial in absentia in July 1970 
(Monique was sentenced to life imprisonment) and by the treatment his mother, queen 
Kossamak, and various of his children and relatives had received from the new regime, which 
had declared Cambodia a republic in October 1970. His outrage at his mother’s fate was deeply 
felt. He found it intolerable that she should be a virtual prisoner in Phnom Penh, deprived of 
most of her privileges and denied the opportunity to go into exile.67

 
 

If General Lon Nol, who was a real dictator, would not let Prince Sihanouk’s royal families out 
of Cambodia, after Samdech Euv was overthrown by his Prime Minister, and his cousin, Prince 
Sirik Matak, in March 1970.  
 
 July 6, 1970, Communist forces withdraw from Angkor after a month of occupation. 
 July 11, 1970, Communist forces captured the mountaintop military base at Kirirom. 
 July 24, 1970, US Presidential Determination provided $7.9 million for military aid; 

supplemented by $40 million in Military Assistance Program (MAP) funds. 
 July 26, 1970, South Vietnam sends 2500 troops into Cambodia in a search and destroys 

operation. 
 Aug. 7, 1970, Cambodian troops recaptured Skun. 
 Aug. 8, 1970, Communist forces encircled Kompong Thom Province. 
 Aug. 17, 1970, Military court in Phnom Penh sentences 17 former Sihanouk govt. 

officials to death in absentia on charges of conspiracy to commit treason. 
 Aug. 19, 1970, US and Cambodia sign an agreement in which US will provide with $40 

million worth of military equipment to Cambodia. 
 Aug. 20, 1970, Fighting continued on the outskirts of Phnom Penh. ----- Cambodia and 

United States exchanged notes constituting an agreement concerning military assistance 
to Cambodia. 

 Aug. 21, 1970, a 4000-strong South Vietnamese force attacks Communist troops at Neak 
Luong. 
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 Aug. 23, 1970, US VP Agnew, on his four-nations Asian tour, pledges US help to bolster 
the Lon Nol govt. to fight against the Communist.  

 Aug. 28, 1970, US Vice Pres., Spiro Agnew, made an official visit to Cambodia. 
 Aug. 29, 1970, Communist forces attack Moat Krasas Krao, just five miles from Phnom 

Penh. 
 Aug. 30, 1970, Supporters of Prince Sihanouk left the Cambodian embassy in Prague, 

Czechoslovak, after holding it for two weeks. 
 Sept. 1, 1970, US VP Agnew tells reports that the situation in Cambodia is developing 

well. 
 Sept. 7, 1970, Cambodia military launched an offensive “OPERATION CHENLA I” 

against the communist.  The objective of CHENLA I was to clear Route 7 connecting 
Skun and Kompong Cham.  Skun had been repeatedly attacked by the communists.  
Some ten to twelve of the FANK infantry battalions, with artillery and armour support, 
were committed to the operation; it was placed under the command of Brigadier General 
Um Savuth. 

 
Even before any decision was made, laird’s aides were concerned about the extent to which the 
South Vietnamese were involved in Cambodia. By early September 1970, there were twenty-one 
South Vietnamese battalions scouring the country and fully one quarter of all airstrikes and troop 
lifts flown by the Vietnamese Air Force were committed to them. Even so, the Cambodians had 
lost the northeast quarter of the country.68

 
 

 Sept. 9, 1970, Cambodian govt. patrol boats reached Kompong Thom, breaking 
Communist seizure of the city. 

 Sept. 12, 1970, US ambassador, Emory C. Swank, arrived in Phnom Penh as the first to 
Cambodia in five years.  

 Sept. 13, 1970, CHENLA I forces was blocked at Tang Kuk. 
 Sept. 15, 1970, US ambassador, Emory C. Swank, presented his credentials to Cambodia 

Head of State Cheng Heng. 
 Sept. 24, 1970, Pham Van Dong, in a meeting with Chinese Amb. Wang Youping in 

Beijing, is told, “Premier Zhou would like to know as soon as possible Vietnam's position 
on the following points: 1. Will North Vietnam recognize Lon Nol’s Government if it 
continues to negotiate with both North and South Vietnam? 2. Will North Vietnam 
support Sihanouk or Lon Nol if war breaks out in Cambodia? 3. Right now, based on the 
whole context, [how will Vietnam think if] China supports Sihanouk?”  In response, 
Pham Van Dong says: “Vietnam cannot recognize Lon Nol. We recognize Sihanouk. 
China and Vietnam are determined to support Sihanouk and support the struggle by the 
patriotic forces against Lon Nol. Yes, we support Sihanouk. China supports him, so does 
Vietnam. I think that it is the time to persuade the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries and others to support Sihanouk, to isolate and condemn Lon Nol and Sirik 
Matak."” [25] 

 Sept. 25, 1970, CHENLA I forces captured Tang Kuk.  A strong resistance from the units 
of the 9th NVA Division located in the rubber plantation prevented the advancement of 
CHENLA I beyond Tang Kuk for the rest of the year. 
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 Sept. 29, 1970, Communist launches a major offensive against vital road links in 
Cambodia. 

 Oct. 5, 1970, Both Houses of Cambodian parliament unanimously approved to replace 
the country's more than one thousand year-old monarchy with republic.  

 Oct. 6, 1970, South Vietnam withdraws its forces from Neak Luong and Takeo after 
completing a three-month operation against the Communist. 

 Oct. 9, 1970, Cheng Heng, the National Assembly Pres. and acting head of state, 
proclaimed the Khmer Republic. The proclamation marked the official end of the 
country's more than one thousand year-old monarchies. 

 Oct. 24, 1970, South Vietnamese forces cross into the Fishhook area of Cambodia in a 
drive designed to relieve Communist pressure on Saigon.  

 Oct. 26, 1970, National Security Decision Memorandum #89 defined the administration’s 
“Cambodia Strategy” as to “capitalize on Cambodian nationalism.” - South Vietnamese 
forces, in a new offensive into Cambodia, capture the abandoned town of Snuol. 

 Nov. 7, 1970, North and South Vietnamese forces clash along Routes 1 and 7 in 
Cambodia. 

 Nov. 9, 1970, Communist forces open a new offensive in Cambodia, attacking and 
isolating Kompong Cham province. 

 Nov. 10, 1970, Communist destroys a key bridge 20 miles north of Phnom Penh, which 
linked the capital to Skun. 

 Nov. 12, 1970, US air supply flights to Phnom Penh began. 
 Nov. 16, 1970, NVA forces attack a 20,000-man FANK unit 50 miles north of Phnom 

Penh. 
 Nov. 17, 1970, A 4,500 strong South Vietnamese forces enter Rattanakiri province. 
 Nov. 23, 1970, Communist troops seize a six-mile stretch of Highway 4, Cambodia's 

supply line to the Gulf of Siam. 
 Nov. 24, 1970, Cambodia places with the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 

Organization, her acceptance of International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea.  
 Dec. 1, 1970, Terrorist bombed new US embassy in Phnom Penh.  
 Dec. 6, 1970, The Communist overruns a FANK military district headquarters, 40 miles 

east of Phnom Penh. 
 Dec. 14, 1970, First directly war-related cargo via Mekong River reached Phnom Penh.  
 Dec. 15, 1970, FANK successfully hold back a three-day Communist assault at Prey 

Totung, the last govt. stronghold north of Phnom Penh. 
 Dec. 22, 1970, The Cooper-Church amendment become law, prohibiting the use of 

authorized funds for sending American troops into Cambodia or for attaching American 
advisers to Cambodian forces. It proclaims that any assistance given by the US did not 
constitute a commitment by the US to the defense of Cambodia. ----- FANK cleared a 50-
mile stretch of Highway 4 linking Phnom Penh and the Gulf of Siam. 

 Dec. 27, 1970, Communist forces unsuccessfully attack Chambak and Tramkhnar, two 
key govt. supply bases near Phnom Penh. 

 

Why did then-Prince Sihanouk join with Vietcong again after the coup? Because he probably 
thought that the only way was to bring all Vietcong out of Cambodian jungles was to join with 
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them whether it was right or wrong for him to do so. But he had no other choices. All Vietcong 
who had been waiting patiently for a long time for a right time to come were so happy when 
Prince Sihanouk joined them in an arm struggle against American imperialists and its puppets, 
Phnom Penh and Prey Nokor governments. 

So, on March 21 the Prime Minister of North Vietnam, Pham Van Dong, flew secretly to Peking 
and, after further conversation with Chou En-lai, Sihanouk agreed to swallow his distaste for the 
North Vietnamese, stay in China, and accept leadership of the Cambodian Communists he had 
bitterly fought. It was a fateful decision, and his motives may mixed injured pride and fury at his 
usurpers, genuine dislike of the prospect of atrophying like the Vietnam’ former emperor Bao 
Dai on the Riviera.69

The coup ended the twenty-six-year-old game of the Vietnamese and Chinese communists. The 
two Asian powers now determined to unite Sihanouk with the Khmer Rouge. Saloth Sar and 
Sihanouk were in Peking shortly after the coup, and although they never met, they agreed to 
work together. Sihanouk would be the titular leader of the Khmer Rouge, Saloth Sar its true and 
secret chief. The Khmer Rouge needed no longer to fight against a Prince who espoused 
socialism and starved their chances for aid by his befriending communists had been confined to 
use of Vietnamese sanctuaries inside Cambodia as safe, rearguard positions when Lon Nol's 
army chased them. Now they could count on the Vietnamese for their full support. The 
Vietnamese army was prepared to fight their battles against Lon Nol.

 

70

In the end, Lon Nol, who shouldered the destruction of Cambodia, did what he was told to do, to 
rescue his tiny Cambodia from being wiped out on the World Map as did between 18th and 19th 
century, as it was a bad and shameful example. Prince Norodom Sihanouk bitterly blamed Lon 
Nol in a political trick that no one exactly knew what these two notables did the secret talking 
before and after the coup: 

 

A few weeks later he said, “I had chosen not to be with either the Americans or the Communists, 
because I considered that there were two dangers, American imperialism and Asian 
Communism. It was Lon Nol who obliged me to choose between them.” 

On twenty-third of March the Prince issued his first public call to arms, castigated his 
“unpardonable naiveté” in trusting Lon Nol, “irrevocably” dissolved the government in Phnom 
Penh and announced that he would soon establish his own administration. In the meantime he 
established a national United Front of Kampuchea (Funk), who task was “liberate our 
motherland.”71
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Sihanouk had always considered Lon Nol a fool, according to Charles Meyer, Sihanouk’s long-
established French counsellor.72

When ousted Prince Sihanouk made publicly call to his Khmer compatriots who used to loving 
and supporting him including my father. In the deep jungles of Cambodia where Vietcong who 
were waiting extremely patiently for a right time to come joining with Prince Sihanouk happily 
and legally. Out of the jungles, come Vietcong as William Shawcross records very well about the 
events in Cambodia, to read like this: 

 

Sihanouk called upon all those who had the stomach “to engage in guerrilla warfare in the 
jungles against our enemies.” North Vietnamese, the Vietcong and the Pathet Lao immediately 
pledged their support to the new Front, and in Hanoi a statement of support was issued in the 
name of the Khmer Rouge. In Phnom Penh, the Vietnamese Communists cancelled a meeting 
with Lon Nol officials that was to have made another attempt to accommodate Communist 
supply needs to the new government’s policy. 

Rioting broke out in several provinces; opposition was strongest in the market town of Kompong 
Cham, Cambodia’s second city, fifty miles northeast of Phnom Penh. After Sihanouk’s radio 
broadcast, the town filled with peasants, fishermen and rice farmers from the neighbourhood.  

The violence spread to other towns. In Skun, an important crossroads north of Phnom Penh, 
police and troops opened fire on a crowd that the government said was, like all hostile crowds, 
Viet Cong.  

In March 1970, those forces were aroused, and for years to come they simmered and shifted as 
war spread.73

In the meantime, Sihanouk had left Peking for his first foreign tour since 1970. He visited eleven 
countries in North Africa and Eastern Europe, using the freedom the trip gave him to try again to 
establish his own contact with Washington. From Mauritania and from Guinea he sent messages 
asking for the direct talks with Kissinger. A few days later he said publicly that he had been 
refused. This was confirmed by the State Department.

 

74

But in Peking Sihanouk denounced it, reiterating that his government would never negotiate with 
the “puppets,” particularly not with the “seven traitors,” who had been marked for execution.

 

75

Throughout March and early April Sihanouk had conducted a daily publicly propaganda war, 
promising reconciliation with the United States if only his government were recognized and the 
“lackeys,” “puppets,” “bandits” and traitors” left Phnom Penh.

 

76
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As above-mentioned and in the next chapter; unfortunately, it was too late; Cambodia was 
already in the flame of Yuon warmonger’s hands. Vietcong who were mysteriously masqueraded 
among themselves with both Khmer Rouge and Lon Nollians’ soldiers started to kill their Yuon 
citizens who were living in Cambodia before 1970 to make Yuon people who were living in Srok 
Yuon very angry, wanting to take revengeful against Khmer Krom who are still living on their 
ancestors’ land in present-South Vietnam because they were blindly misled by the world that 
Cambodians had a gut to kill Yuon citizens in Cambodia. This was a very Tactful-Super-Dirty 
Demonic Tactic of Vietcong who perfectly used one arrow to kill two birds at a time on the right 
time. Because with ignorant Khmer peasants, Vietcong must win over in their super-dirty 
demonic plans to play a wonderful trick.  In Yuon Vietcong, who already learned from their 
ancestors’ past mistakes brutally killed Khmers at their will that made all Khmers rose up driving 
them disgracefully out of Cambodia as mentioned before. But this New Nuclear Age, Vietcong 
had to use their citizens who were living Cambodia could speak, write and read Khmer very 
fluently to have disguised themselves among all levels of Khmer administrations from the 
ignorant peasants to the high ranking officials/officers  and Khmer leaders everywhere in 
Cambodia. The right time had to come was to change Cambodian faces into the killing fields 
starting from 1970-1991. 
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