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The wisdom of the ancient dictated that some places in this world that there would be a na-tion 
that would become a guiding light. Now it becomes necessary for us to educate our young 
people so that they will understand the blessing of liberty and the right to self-determination. 
We must have, as soon as possible, a republic of the people, by the people, and for the people, 
and we must educate them and tell them that treasure is worth giving their life to have 
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[11] Son Ngoc Thanh Memorial Day for the loss of Khmer 
Krom 

 

AFTER ALL Khmer Krom people who have first tasted their New Freedom in the Free 
World still remembering the day they lost their freedom in their own land to tell the world about 
Endless Past and Present Unforgettable Painful Suffering Tragedies, which they and their 
ancestors had gone through for many decades. And their Khmer Krom compatriots who still 
have been brutally oppressed, intimidated, imprisoned and illegally colonized by the murderous 
Yuon communists and imperialists. 

Commemorating Venerable Son Samnang 
2/26/1975  
Posted By: Angel  
Date: Saturday, 26 February 2005, at 2:29 p.m.  

 
Cambodians and Khmer Kampuchea Krom People, Please have a moment of silence for the 
bravery of Venerable Son Samnang of Buddhist Order in one of Khmer Kampuchea Krom 
temples, who was killed during the Vietnam War exactly 30 years ago today. One day later, 
February 28th, 1975, 3,000 Khmer Krom Buddhist monks in the Mekong Delta, united and 
arranged a peaceful demonstration for freedom and American present in the region. Those monks 
were silenced and killed, also.  
Venerable Son Samnang was the Head of a Buddhist Monastery in one of Khmer Kampuchea 
Krom temples. He was one of the Head of Buddhist monks of the 3,000 Khmer Krom monks who 
protested against the wrongful, immoral acts of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA), who 
butchered many U.S. soldiers and Khmer Krom soldiers during the “Tet”, Vietnamese New Year.  

Venerable Son Samnang died a painful death. He single-handedly demonstrated against the cruel 
killings of innocent Vietnamese civilians, Khmer Krom people, and U.S. soldiers, by pouring 
gasoline on his head and body. This was his way of showing the world that he and his Khmer 
Krom Buddhist monks were against the unethical and wrongful killings. (Historical Note: Khmer 
Krom and U.S. soldiers decided to call upon temporarily cease-fire in order to allow the 
Vietnamese people to celebrate the “Tet”. It was a truce agreed by the NVA and U.S. soldiers, but 
the NVA decided to continue the fighting killing millions of lives.)  

Today marked the 30th Anniversary of his bravery and death. What was so hurtful for the Khmer 
Kampuchea Krom people and federation was the fact that nobody knew or acknowledged he was 
a Khmer Krom Buddhist monk.  
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Please, let us pray...Oh, Heavenly Father, thou art in heaven, bless Venerable Son Samnang’s 
soul and his Khmer Khmer Krom peole, to have freedom, happiness, and peace soon. Amen.1

Memorial Day calls on States around the globe to halt discriminatory practices against 
indigenous peoples, establish an independent body to arbitrate disputes between indigenous and 

 

Memorial Day for the Loss of Khmer Krom is held every year everywhere on this planet to 
commemorate the day they were completely cut off from the outside world, and their land also 
was ceded unfairly by the murderous French colonialists to Yuon Emperor Bao Dai in 1949. 

Memorial Day for the Loss of Khmer Krom to Yuon is to send the clearest messages to the 
people in the outside world that the French colonialists who cut Khmer Krom given to Yuon in 
1949 was illegal and unfair, also was bitterly denounced by Cambodians and His Majesty King 
Norodom Sihanouk. The endless suffering of Cambodians, in which had created so far many 
killing fields everywhere in both Khmer Krom and Khmer Kandal was to reminisce the people in 
the outside world that there were so far many Yuon secret agents, known as “Vietminh and 
Vietcong/Bo Dois” who were waiting for a right time to come to efface Cambodians once and 
for all so that Cambodia could become Vietnamization. Ho Chi Minh’s last dying came true in 
1975 was to incorporate Khmer Krom, Kandal and Laos into Indochinese Communist 
Party/Federation. But Ho Chi Minh who wasn’t farsighted enough in the future that his name and 
statue will be pulled down when his murderous formula-daydream of Indochinese Federation 
was completely destroyed by Pol Pot and Khmer Rouge, and especially when Khmer Krom is 
ceded back to Cambodians in the near future with the UN’s Intervention and International Court 
of Justice/Penal. 

Memorial Day for the Loss of Khmer Krom to Yuon is to shake Yuon communist leaders that if 
you-Yuon leaders love Freedom, Harmony and Happiness. So do Khmers. If Yuon communists 
could kill all Khmers in one day then Khmer Krom people can’t have Painful Memorial Days for 
the Loss of Khmer Krom, but now it’s too late. Because Khmer Krom people who are living in 
Free World asking help from the people in the outside world who love peace, freedom, harmony 
and happiness to sanction against the Yuon imperialists and colonialists. Sooner or later, they 
will be forced to hand back Khmer Krom over to Cambodians.  

 The Memorial Day for the loss of Khmer Krom, Khmer Krom people who have lived in 
perpetual discrimination, injustice and unfair treatment from the Vietnamese provincial 
authorities and government. 

Memorial Day calls for the immediate adoption of the draft declaration on the human rights of 
indigenous peoples and the declaration of a second International Decade for Indigenous Peoples. 

                                                           
1 http://camweb.org/bbs/politics/index.cgi?read=58053   
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non-indigenous peoples, and increase monitoring of State compliance with international non-
discrimination instruments. 

Memorial Day calls for policies such as family planning ran contrary to indigenous peoples’ 
interests and were aimed at carrying out birth control and genocide against indigenous peoples.  
Official attempts to seize control of indigenous land and resources left indigenous women 
without employment and forced them to emigrate to urban areas, where they were cut off from 
their cultures and vulnerable to discrimination and violence. Military personnel have to stop 
continuing to massacre, torture, arbitrarily detain rape and loot the homes of indigenous Khmer 
Krom peoples. 

Memorial Day for most Khmer Krom people want a peaceful, independent, and democratic 
Khmer Krom. We hope the people and government of the world will want to cooperate with the 
international community to bring this about. We hope the international community can pressure 
the Yuon Communist Government to return to the peace process, and work towards a 
referendum on independence for Khmer Krom under the United Nations. It is important that this 
is done before more people die, and it is too late. 

Memorial Day is to urge the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, and other 
independent institutions to investigate directly the various serious violations of human rights in 
Khmer Krom. 

Memorial Day is to urge the Yuon Communist Government to allow a UN team to visit Khmer 
Krom in order to investigate the various human rights violations there and for a United Nations 
fact-finding mission to report on the true situation.  Similarly, a representative of the Montagnard 
Foundation called for the United Nations to send human rights monitors to the central highlands 
of Viet Nam, where indigenous peoples were suffering gross violations of their rights. 

Memorial Day is to also describe specific human rights violations that are still occurring in 
Khmer Krom.  Describing inhumane acts of a strictly ban that the Yuon Communist leaders 
recently are imposing against Buddhist monks who are not allowed to have a visa from 
Cambodian mainland entering to their Khmer Krom homeland.  

Memorial Day is to safeguard human rights, the Khmer Krom have sacrificed many lives in 
different uprisings for survival. Khmer Krom people’s lives have been sacrificed since the Tae 
Ong Regime. The bloods of the Khmer Krom People including Son Ngoc Thanh, Super Hero 
Son Kuy and Kim Toc Chong were intended to secure territory. To preserve freedom, and to 
consolidate the autonomous system, we appeal to the French people, the world governments, UN 
and UNPO to consider our sacrifices and our services and stand on the side of the Khmer Krom 
people to restore the Khmer Krom human rights and continue to recognize that we are the true 
owners of Khmer Krom land since 1st Century. 
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A Khmer Krom leader who scarified his life for our nation  

Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh (December 7, 1905 – July 8, 1977) 
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Life Profiles: 

Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh born on December 7, 1905 at Koki hamlet, Kampong Thom (Chau Thanh) 
district in the province of Preah Trapang (Travinh) Kampuchea Krom (Ex-Cochin China)   and 
now is the southern part of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.  

Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh was 7th son of Mr. Son Neve and Mrs.  Thach Thi Tup. He studied Khmer 
Language at Koki temple and finished Primery school of Travinh province and then studied at 
Doudart De Lagree in Phnom Penh, Cambodia and got Diploma degree at Saigon city 
(Cochinchine)and he fin-ished Law school at Paris France.  

 In the end of the 1930s that nationalism really begins to stir in Cambodia.  It was led by 
Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh, a man who was to exercise a vital.  It is the mainly symbolic 
influence over Cambodian poli-tics during the next forty years.      
 

 In 1937 he founded the first Khmer language newspaper “Nokor watt”.  On July 20, 1942 
he would march on the office of the senior French Administrator and present demands for 
Cambodian independence and the released of political prisoner Hem Cheav, Noune 
Doung. The protest was forcibly broken by French security polices and drove the demon- 
strators out of the city.  

 
 On March 9, 1945, the Jappanese took over of the Indo-China.  Cambodia was  granted 

In-dependence on March 9,1945.The Jappanese brought Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh back to 
Cambo-dia and made him foreign minister on June1,1945 and Dr. Thanh was send to 
Saigon to talk with colonel Hayashi of Jappanese Political Department about to keep 
Cochin-China be-long to Cam-bodia. On August 14, 1945 Son Ngoc Thanh name Prime 
Minister. On August 16, 1945 Jappanese was admit defeated without conditions. King 
Sihanouk feared that, he sent a massage (by Khim Tit of Cambodia Authority) to the 
French in Saigon which he agreed to a renewal of French administrative control.  The 
plea was answered on October 16, 1945 when unit of British, French and Indian armies 
marched in to Phnom Penh, Dr.Son Ngoc Thanh was arrested for treason. And then 
brought him to Poitier region of France.  From 1946 -1950 Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh was in 
prison Camps in France.  

 
 On Oct. 12, 1951 a Democratic government was formed and led by Mr. Huy Kanthol. 

After that there were a crisis of the Legistrative and Executive branches. That situation 
includes the stiring of Viet Minh and Issarak movements.  To solve this crisis, Sihanouk 
may have though he could use Dr. Thanh both to trengthen his hand in negotiations with 
the French and to weake the domestic political appeal of the Democrates. 

 
 On October 29, 1951. Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh arrival in Phnom Penh was drammatic more 

then 100,000 people cheered his motorcade as it travel from Pochintong airport into the 
city. Siha-nouk was angreed by the public display of admiration and unmollified by the 
protestation of loyalty Dr.Thanh. And then, the Khmer krauk (Khmer stand up) 
newspaper was published a called foe Cambodia’s immediate independence.    
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 3 In Feb.1952 Khmer Krauk was closed. On Mar.9th, 1952 Dr. Thanh and his colleagues 
such as Mr. Ear Sichau, Hang Thunhak, Kam Reth and San Savath etc..  Left Phnom 
Penh for O-Smach to set up the struggle movement “The United Khmer Patriotic 
Liberation movement” with the goal:  
Independence, Democracy, new Khmer society, strongly disci-pline and courage and 
declaired the commitment to immediate independence of Cambodia.   On Nov. 9th, 1953 
Cambodia declaire independence.   

 On Mar.9th, 1954 Viet Minh started fighting French strong hold at Dien Bien Phu (north 
VN). At Don Rek Mountain Achar BAU and achar TUM a Khmer Viet Minh members 
went to see   Dr.Thanh and stated that Viet Minh had a plan to destroy Issarak movement 
at Siem Reap and Battambang and at Stung Treng for strong hold of Son Ngoc Minh 
Government in Cambodia.  
 

Viet Minh prepared a delegate represented Son Ngoc Minh government to participate the 
International conference in the near future.  

Got these news, Dr.thanh informed to king Sihanouk government.  On April 2nd 1954 Viet Minh 
Army two battalions controlled WinSay town of Stung Treng. However, the Viet Minh army was 
destroyed by Royal army led by Colonel So Kamkhoy.  And Viet Minh withdrawn their troops to 
Vietnam.  

 On May 7, 1954 Viet Minh took over Dien Bien Phu, the last French strong hold in Indo-
China.   
 

 On May 8th, 1954 the International conference on Indo-china issue at Geneva of Swiss. 
Before international conference day Dr.Thanh had sent the letters to delegates who will 
participated this conference such as France, Britain, the United states of America Soviet 
Union, China, Cambodia, Lao, North and South Vietnam and let the conference known 
that if approved the delegate of Son Ngoc Minh government to participate the conference 
must approved the delegate of the United Khmer Patriotic Movement to partici-pate too. 
Even if, Mr. Pham Van Dong, delegate of north VN try to lobby all members in meeting.  
Finally, the delegates of Soviet Union and China strongly objection.  On July 20, 1954 
the conference got resolve on Indo-China issues.  

 
 On Sept. 30, 1954 all the members of the United Khmer patriotic liberation movement 

Reunion with the royal government, but Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh.  In March 1957 Dr. Son 
Ngoc Thanh went to Kampuchea Krom to sell his property and found Khmer Serei 
movement.  The purposes are: Freedom fighting, to protect Khmer Krom in motherland 
from Ngo Dinh Diem regime     and Viet Cong movement, to advise the foreign policies 
of King Sihanouk.  The first place at Loc Ninh of Binh Long province. On Oct.16, 1958 
at Prey Nokor (Saigon). In 1959 at Da Lat province Central Vietnam. On Dec.15, 1963 
found Special Forces with a strong hold at Loc Ninh and had branches along border 
Khmer-Viet in the provine of Chau Doc, Binh Long, Quang Duc and Da Lat.  
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 In 1964 founded Propaganda Tecnique and Intelligence Center at Binh Hoa (Gia Dinh 
city). In 1965 three battalions of our troops operated at Udomeanchey province and along 
Don Rec Mountain (Khmer-Thai border).  In 1969 some of our soldiers reunion with Lon 
Nol government.    
 

 After March 18, 1970 North Vietnam and Viet Cong are stiring the whole country 
(Cambodia).  General Lon Nol called for help!  - Dr. Son Ngoc Thanh decided to bring 
Khmer Serei four battalions to find with North Vietnam and Viet Cong troops along Viet- 
Khmer border mostly along Ho Chi Minh trail.  The first time on April 30,1970 second 
on June 30 and third on Sept 30,1970 and in the coming  month …  Total around thirty 
(30,000) thousand Khmer Krom fighters.  On March 20, 1972 Dr. Thanh appointed the 
Prime Minister.   

 
 On Aug. 21, 1972 a group of assasin attempted to assasinate Dr.Thanh but not succeeded. 

On Oct.14, 1972 he resigned Prime Minister and went to motherland Kampuchea Krom.  
On June 19, 1975 Dr. Thanh was arrested by VC and put him in CHI HOA jail. He was 
tortured to death on July 8, 1977 in Chi Hoa Jail in Preinokor (Saigon). 
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  Son Ngoc Thanh            Mrs. Lam Thi Ut (Dr.Thanh’s wife)  
when he was young     (Jan 3rd1919-May 1996) 

 

Dr. Thanh and Mrs. Ut got married on Nov.15, 1938 and had two children Son Sereivuth (male) 
and Son Ngoc Mai (female).2

The wisdom of the ancient dictated that some places in this world that there would be a na-tion 
that would become a guiding light. Now it becomes necessary for us to educate our young people 
so that they will understand the blessing of liberty and the right to self-determination. We must 
have, as soon as possible, a republic of the people, by the people, and for the people, and we 
must educate them and tell them that treasure is worth giving their life to have. For more 
information, please call 614-580-4382 or  email at:  xeth-ach@sbcglobal.net 

 

General Mike Healy speech on Aug.14, 1987 to the Second World Convention of Khmer 
Krom.in Washington DC, USA.  

The Khmer people too love a people.  They don’t really fight. Well, they don´t like to fight, but 
When the time comes that it is necessary Oh yes! Oh, they fight so well.  

At the end of speech General Healy concluded that:  

So no matter how few you are, don´t you forget Khmer Krom that you are and that your children 
are.  

Dr. SON NGOC THANH doctrine:  

                                                           
2 Photo and informations by Miss Thyda  Hang she was the Pioneer  researches of  Khmer Krom Young Generation 

group 
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Now we can see this cartoon of Yuon Communist Dictatorial leaders who have Khmer Krom 
skin cancers that are spreading all over their bodies that they secretly kept away from the people 
in the outside world for a few centuries since 18th century: 

3

 (June 4, 2002) By Yun Samean  
 
Resentment toward the Vietnamese boiled to surface Wednesday as more than 2000 monks, nuns, 
legislators and local people gathered near the Royal Palace to mourn the loss of Kampuchea 
Krom, which comprises a large portion of the Mekong Delta, to Vietnam 53 years ago.   
 
Speaking next to photos of independence martyrs, Khmer Krom Association Chairman Thach 
Setha, who is also a Sam Rainsy Party senator, declared the territory transfer “an evil plot 
between France and the Vietnamese government that took place without the knowledge of the 
Khmer Krom.”            
 
Since the land was given to the Vietnamese, Khmers have become an ethnic minority in their own 
land, said Sann Song, executive director of the Friends of Khmer Kampuchea Krom. "Khmer 
people in Phnom Penh discriminate against the Khmer Krom people,” because they consider them 
to be Vietnamese, he claimed.  Touch Sy Heng, 49, said he was jailed in Vietnam for three years 
in the 1970s for fighting with the Khmer Krom resistance. Now he said he can't return and visit 
his family for fear of arrest. Kem Sokha, chairman of the Senate's human rights committee, said 
the government would support efforts to preserve the rights of Khmer Krom in Vietnam. “Khmer 
Krom have the right to demand the land back,” he said. Son Soubert, a member of the 
Constitutional Council, said he hoped Vietnam would return the land, which includes modern Ho 
Chi Minh City, when the Khmer Krom demanded it. He urged people to pray for the land return.             
 

 

The Cambodia Daily 

                                                           
3 Cartoon by Bun Heang Ung http://sacrava.blogspot.com  
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At the end of the speeches, 1,949 monks from pagodas throughout Phnom Penh were offered 
food and money, in a reference to the year -1949 - the territory was lost.  

Khmer Krom farmers: broke their silence about oppression 
Date: 2000-10-18  
Washington DC – infokkf 
 
Oppression and intimidation by the Vietnamese Communist Authorities toward the Khmer Krom 
farmers are too long overdue. They broke their silence in the Soc Trang province today. 
 
According to a report on the Khmer language radio program, Radio Free Asia; on Oct. 18.2000, 
Mr. Cao Sen, a 87 years old Khmer Krom farmer, has all of his farmland confiscated by the 
communist government of Vietnam soon after April 1975. Only a small portion of the confiscated 
farmland returned back to him in the 90's. Recently, his remaining farmland has been confiscated 
again by the Vietnamese authority. The 87 years old Khmer Krom farmer now lives without a 
mean of supporting himself and his family. Similarly, a female Khmer Krom farmer expressed 
her outrage toward the oppression the Khmer Krom people in Vietnam have to endure. Before 
April 30, 1975, the fall of Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City), the Khmer Krom farmers could survive on 
their farmland comfortably. After 1975, more than one million of the Khmer Krom families have 
been driven into poverty by the policies of the Vietnamese Authorities. The Khmer Krom farmers 
have been forced to work in collective communities (Tap Doan San Xuat). In addition, large 
waves of new migrants from the cities and from North Vietnam have flooded the Mekong Delta 
areas and the Central Highland. The migration policies of the Government of Vietnam have 
allowed the Vietnamese people to invade the farmlands that belong to the Khmer Krom people 
and the Highlanders to incite more hatred toward these Khmer Krom minorities.  
 
Fifteen years later, in 1990, the Vietnam Government economic policies failed. The pressure from 
international communities as result of the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia reached its highest 
peak. The disintegration of the former Soviet Union resulted in no Soviet's Aids to the 
Vietnamese Government. The discontent of the majority of people in Vietnam, especially the 
farmers, were a civil unrest waiting to erupt. These factors have forced the Government of 
Vietnam to adjust its economic policies. They returned the farmland back to the farmers in 
Vietnam and abandoned their collective farming policies. For the Khmer Krom farmers, they did 
not benefit from this change of policies. It was just a mere cosmetic gesture from the Vietnamese 
Government to appease the Khmer farmers.  
The unjust policies made by the Government of Vietnam for the Khmer Krom People and other 
ethnic minorities have obviously occurred in this period. The area of farmlands returned to the 
Khmer Krom farmers was significantly less than when it was first confiscated. The farmland has 
been given to the new Vietnamese migrants, and the communist agents were proportionally 
higher. There were hardly anything left for the Khmer Krom farmers. There were less than 10% 
of the farmlands returned to the rightful owners, the Khmer Krom farmers. There are many cases 
like these where the Khmer Krom farmers have been forced to sell their returned farmlands to 
communist agents who have the powers to buy the land significantly less than what its worth.  
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Today, the dictatorial systems of the Government of Vietnam continue to allow communist agents 
to rob the Khmer Krom farmers of their farmlands. The authorities from provincial level (Tinh) to 
the district level (Huyen), to commune level (Xa), and hamlet level (Ap) are making concerted 
effort to intimidate the Khmer Krom farmers and to rob what is left of the remained small lots of 
farmland they have. In many cases, at gunpoint, the Khmer Krom farmers have been intimidated 
to give up their land.  
 
As a result, the Khmer Krom farmers live their lives in fear and without any real freedom. Over 
99 percent of them live in extreme poverty. They live without sufficient foods and nutrition, lacks 
of medicines and employments. Although their population are at least equal to 10 percent of the 
Vietnamese total population, but less then 1% of the Khmer Krom’s children have graduated 
from High School in Vietnam. The Khmer Krom's oppression today in Vietnam have been un-
measurable in similar manners as the ethnic Albanian have suffered from the Milosevic's regime 
in Kosovo during the Balkan War in 1998. 
 
The Vietnamese, in order to excuse somehow the enormous difficulties encountered by their 
administration, especially in the South, sought to explain them away by pointing to the lack of 
indigenous administrators, a situation created by the massacres perpetrated by such accelerated 
pacification programs as Phoenix and the like. This fact is undeniably true. But it is hardly 
pertinent. The overriding feature of the policy carried out since 1975 has been the all but total 
seizure of power to the sole advantage of the party. The vast majority of the population of the 
South, which had not actively participated in the struggle within the framework defined by the 
communists, has been excluded from the decision-making process. Its disillusionment is great. 
The stock of sympathy that the new communist regime possessed in April 1975 has been 
seriously diminished because of its own narrowness of view. 

 

All Yuon Communist Dictatorial Leaders, who are like Draculas/Vampires being so afraid of 
daylight of Khmer Krom Memorial Day that is being held every year everywhere on this planet, 
have been trying extremely hard to distort and alter the history of Khmer Krom by accusing of 
Revision: 

VN Accused of Revisionism 
The Cambodia Daily 
Monday, December 15, 2003 
By Yun Samean 
 
Khmer Krom organizations in Cambodia are condemning the Vietnamese government for 
circulating information that they say distorts the history of the two countries. In a statement 
prepared for release today, members of the 11 NGOs of the Khmer Kampuchea Krom 
Community said the Vietnamese government has been circulating incorrect information on 
historical claims to the Mekong delta area. 
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Last week the umbrella organization’s director, Thach Setha, said he had translated a confidential 
Vietnamese government report that said Khmer Krom leaders worldwide were being targeted for 
spying and suppression. Thach Setha’s translated version of the report also contains a history of 
the Kampuchea Krom region, with instructions that it be distributed to correct information about 
the legitimacy of Vietman’s possession of the land. Vietnamese Press Attaché Nguyen Tham Duc 
denied any knowledge of the report, and said his government has policy of targeting Khmer Krom 
leaders. Thach Setha sent a copy of the translated report to King Norodom Sihanouk, because one 
of the documents’ purported claims was that the King had signed a treaty approving Vietnam’s 
right to govern the disputed land. A letter of reply from the King did not mention the report by 
name, but said that “in every epoch Vietnam, Thailand and Laos have never granted favours to 
Cambodia or Khmer kings.” The King donated $2,000 to the Khmer Kampuchea Krom 
Coordinating Committee to organize a gathering last week to protest their inability to travel freely 
between Vietnam and Cambodia. 

In June, the King donated a similar amount to fund the group’s annual observance of the day in 
1949 that France gave up its colonial interests in Indochina and ceded Kampuchea Krom to 
Vietnam. Thach Setha surprised some other Kampuchea Krom activists at last week’s protest 
when he did not demand that the Vietnamese relinquish the Kampuchea Krom region. In a later 
interview he changed his stance and said the Khmer Krom were the true owners of the land. 

Khmer Kampuchea Krom Wants Their Rights 
Thursday December 11  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 55th Human Rights' Marked by Khmer Kampuchea Krom Wednesday  

Compromise Committee of Khmer Kampuchea Krom (CCKKK) Wednesday recalled the 
agonies of Cambodian ethnics living in Kampuchea Krom where their rights is being suppressed 
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by Vietnamese as they were marking the 55th Human Rights' Day. Kampuchea Krom is 
Southern Cambodia, which is, at the moment, under the control of Vietnam South. 

The US-based Khmer Kampuchea Krom Federation also sent a message to congratulate the 
celebration. It reads, “The UN universally declare December 10, 1948 as Human Rights' Day and 
that all states must respect and provide the essential rights including the rights to set up 
association, holding meeting, freedom of expressions, the rights on belief and so on without 
discriminations.” 

“So Vietnam must respect and give us [Khmer Krom] the essential rights. As human being, we 
deserves the rights,” said director of CCKKK, Kim Van Cheng insisted Wednesday during the 
Human Rights celebration hold at Mekong Hotel in Phnom Penh. King Norodom Sihanouk and 
his wife also support this movement and offer his own possession of $2,000.00 to CCKKK 
through their representative, Princess Sisovath Pongneary Monipong during the celebration to 
help ease the working process of the committee. "Human Rights have been enshrined since 1948, 
but Khmer Kampuchea Krom has never known what is called 'Human Rights', so the rights have 
not been widely spread to all the corners of the world yet, said Van Cheng. Human Rights 
Association for Khmer Kampuchea Krom (HRAKK) director Mam Sarin recalled that, 
“Vietnamese are free to come in and go out of Cambodia like the two countries are having only 
one leader. In addition, Cambodian authorities are caring very much on their safety and 
security.” On the contrary, most of Cambodians living in Kampuchea Krom are badly 
discriminated of everything from Vietnamese side.  

“They have no family record book, identification cards neither from Vietnamese nor Cambodian 
government, which is absolutely against the Cambodian Nationality Law,” Sarin told the crowds. 

“Politically, Khmer Krom suffers several more pressures including local authorities don’t allow 
them to have a meeting. Furthermore, they are not free to visit their relatives in Vietnam even 
they have legal visa,” said director of HRAKK. 

For Immediate Press Release 
January 4, 2004 
 
The Khmer Krom People whose homeland has been under the colonization of the Vietnamese 
Communist regime are gathering from around the world in the city of San Jose, California, USA 
to demand for their rights and justices.  
 
Organized by the Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF) and hosted by the Federation 
Chapter in Northern California, on January 2-4, 2004 in the city of San Jose, over 100 Khmer 
Krom Representatives and Buddhist monks, and including 30 Khmer Krom youths of universities 
levels from Italia, France, Cambodia, India, Canada and over 20 States in the United State have 
gathered to further their struggle for the rights to self-determination of the Khmer Krom People in 
Vietnam.  Unanimously, they call for: 
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An international inquiry on crimes of genocide against Khmer Krom People by the Vietnamese 
communist government for the following period: 
 
During the WWII in 1945 tens of thousands of Khmer Krom have been cremated alive. In 1976 
through 1979 when thousands of Khmer Krom have been massacred across all Mekong Delta 
provinces. The 1978 systematic forced evacuation and robberies of Khmer properties, Buddhist 
temples in the entire province of An Giang (Moat Chrouk). 
 
In 1984 through 1990 when Venerable Kim Toc Chuong, and many other Buddhist Monks 
including thousands of Khmer Krom people have been murdered and persecuted in the province 
of Travinh and Vinh Long. The murder of Venerable Lam Khen in July, 2002 in Tuklaok 
Temple, Vi Thuy district, Can Tho Province 
 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam to exercise the UN General Assembly Resolution 55/146 on 8 
December 2000 to de-colonize Kampuchea-Krom, Motherland of the Khmer-Krom people, 
composed of 68,600 square kilometres, forming the southernmost part of present Vietnam.  
 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam to place the Kampuchea-Krom territory under the United 
Nations’ control in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, Chapter XI, Chapter XII, 
and Chapter XIII, in order to create a free and fair political environment allowing the Khmer-
Krom people to exercise their right to self-determination. 
 
The international community and investors in Vietnam to please aware that the recent 
government of Vietnam gestures toward Khmer Krom are purely window dressing to obtain more 
international aids and leads the world community to ignore the following: a) government’s crimes 
of genocide against Khmer Krom in the past; b) the on going oppression and human rights 
violation of Khmer Krom; c) the Khmer Krom’s right to self-determination as demanded.  Those 
superficial gestures are not a permanent solution for peace and stability in Vietnam and the 
region. (For further information, please contact: Mr. Son Tuon, Tel. #(562) 598-5431Mr. Kim To, Tel. 
#(416) 321-7914) Thank you very much for your attention. 
 
Aussie charity helps house Khmer Krom 
Posted by webmaster - Saturday, April 24 2004 @ 18:38:07 PDT 
Phnom Penh Post, Issue 13/09, April 23 - May 6, 2004  
By Cheang Sokha  
 
An anonymous Australian private charitable foundation is funding a $582,000 project to provide 
simple, decent, affordable homes for hundreds of poor families in Cambodia.  
 
Habitat for Humanity International in Cambodia, a non-profit Christian ministry devoted to 
eliminating substandard housing, has secured funding worth more than $400,000 from the 

http://www.khmerkrom.net/modules.php?name=Your_Account&op=userinfo&username=webmaster�
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foundation, which does not wish to be identified, to build new homes for 264 Kampuchea Krom 
families, most of whom left Vietnam in the early 1980s.  
 
The Kampuchea Krom project, which will use Habitat's Save and Build model, is located in Kok 
Kleang village, Russey Keo district. The project will run for four years and started on April 1, 
2004. It is the first Habitat for Humanity project to be implemented since Habitat Cambodia was 
registered with the Cambodian Foreign Affairs Ministry in January 16, 2003.  
 
“We are delighted to have such a generous supporter to help us help some of the poorest families 
in one of the poorest countries in Asia,” said Michael Pailthorpe, director of Habitat for Humanity 
Australia. "The foundation funding helps Habitat's work in Cambodia to get off to a flying start, 
just one year after starting in the country”.  
 
The “Save and Build” model is an innovative way for low-income families to own their own 
homes. It brings together low-income families in a community to form a savings group. The 
group, usually 10 to 12 families, saves money and materials together; when a group has sufficient 
savings to build one house, Habitat normally provides matching loans to build two more, and 
construction on the three houses commences. In the Cambodian project, the Australian foundation 
is to provide all the matching funds.  
 
Construction and saving continues until all group families are housed. A cycle normally takes 
about two years. Groups elect their own leaders, often women, to manage and monitor members' 
savings, decide which families are housed in which order, and provide sweat equity volunteer 
labor for construction.  
 
After the group has built all their houses they continue to pay off their outstanding no-profit, no-
interest loan to Habitat. The repaid moneys become part of a revolving fund to assist future “Save 
and Build” groups.  
 
The 264 Kampuchea Krom families that will be assisted have already begun to be formed into 
some 22 saving groups to save for core housing loans. The families previously saved towards the 
acquisition of their own land.  
 
“The Save and Build program is relatively new in Cambodia and is challenging to implement. 
The Kampuchea Krom community should be commended for taking on the opportunity to be part 
of a worldwide effort in eliminating poverty housing” said Enrica Aquino, Cambodia country 
representative of Habitat for Humanity International. 
 
Habitat Cambodia is active with the launch of the save and build program and partnership with 
other NGOs. It is also partnering with Bileg Community Outreach International, which is 
working in Anlong Kngan resettlement area of Sen Sok village, Russey Keo district, Phnom 
Penh. Three saving groups or 36 families are being assisted to buy back land ownership 



SLK v.2 

Page | 16  

 

documents from moneylenders. Simultaneously while paying back their Habitat loans, they will 
be saving an amount toward house renovations.  
 
Habitat for Humanity Cambodia plans to establish a building and training center to provide 
practical technical assistance for home owners and groups interested in eliminating substandard 
housing.  
 
Habitat for Humanity International has a presence in 92 countries and territories and has built 
more than 150,000 houses around the world, providing more than 750,000 people in more than 
3,000 communities with safe, decent, affordable shelter.  
 
VOA: The Kampuchea Krom Association Remembers 1949 
Seng Ratana  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia  
04 Jun 2004, 19:37 UTC  
 
The Kampuchea Krom Association (KKA) who represents the ethnic Cambodians who 
are living in Southern Vietnam today, Friday, June 4, 2004, with the presence of 1949 
Buddhist monks, is commemorating the year 1949 when France gave the southern 
(lower) part of the Cambodian territory to Vietnam.  
 
The President of KKA, Mr. Thach Setha said the ceremony is to express the sadness and 
the suffering of these ethnic Khmers who not only lost their identities but have been 
living under Vietnamese government's oppression for more than six decades.4

 

 
 
It is good to hear that we Khmer are united, and know all know that unity will strengthen 
our power. As long as we are united, there is no force could destroy us but that doesn't 
mean that we should sit down and relax. We should step always on our foot and ready for 
battle. We should always stand up and tell the world our suffering from the invasion and 
destruction of our neighbors. Peace and Unity. Thay; Posted: Wed Jun 09, 2004 11:34 am  

 
Two million communists control 77 million Vietnamese. It must be remembered that the 
Vietnamese and Khmer Krom people (and other ethnic groups) did suffer greatly under years of 
war - the French Indochina War, the American Vietnam War and (what has been largely ignored 
by the world) the current repression under the Hanoi regime. Importantly however, it must be 
remembered that the Vietnamese citizens, Khmer Krom people and Montagnard hill tribes still 
continue to greatly suffer until today. 

                                                           
4 http://www.khmerkrom.net/modules.php?name=Forums&file=viewtopic&t=195  
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And recently, even Senator Khmer Krom Thach Setha, the President of Khmer Kampuchean 
Krom Community, also has sent a few messages to the European representatives when he met 
them in Cambodia according to Radio free Asia. He received satisfactory reply from them by 
telling him to write more Khmer Histories to be posted on Websites of EU to let the world know 
about Endless Past and Present Unforgettable Painful Suffering Tragedies of Khmer Krom 
people have been encountering for a few centuries since the murderous Ming Mang Emperor as 
I’ve already mentioned in “Tae Ong Genocidal Regime, 1800-1845.” On March 28 2005, 
Senator Thach Setha also appealed to Yuon Communist Secretary General Nong Duc Manh who 
visited Cambodia to tie a million years of relationship between CPP and Yuon Dictatorial 
Communist Party. Yuon Communist-Dictatorial Leaders used to implore the world and UN to 
decolonise the French colonialists and the American Imperialists in the past century. Now it’s 
high time for all Cambodians and Senator Thach Setha implored Nong Duc Manh, UN and the 
world to put an end to a number of problems facing the Khmer people living in the southern part 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam as follows: 

1) Stop immediately any form of land seizures from the indigenous Khmer people 
living in Vietnam. 

2) Stop immediately any form of threat and intimidation the surveillance and the 
repercussion against the Khmer Krom people. 

3) Stop immediately any kind of repression on the freedom to study the Khmer 
language and freedom of belief of the Khmer Krom monks and people and 
establish the Khmer schools from primary to university level. On the other hand, 
give the right of self-control to the Khmer monk community in Vietnam. 

4) Stop immediately the visa ban to Vietnam applied to the Khmer Kampuchean 
Krom  monks and people living in Cambodia, Canada, France, Australia 
and…etc. 

5) Give the Khmer Kampuchean Krom people access to information and 
dissemination. 

6) Authorize the free importation of the Cambodian Buddhist teaching books and 
other worship materials to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

7) Restore the sub-Buddhist Institute in Khleang province as was the case during the 
Sangkum Reastre Niyum Era (of King Norodom Sihanouk). 

8) Authorize the establishment of the Khmer Kampuchean Krom NGOs and 
Associations in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

9) Establish the exchange of visit between the delegation of Senator, National 
Assembly and Government of the two countries to the Khmer Kampuchean Krom 
concentrating provinces (Socialist Republic of Vietnam) and vice-versa. (Thach 
Setha, member of Senator and president of the KKKC 
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My Dear Khmer Kampuchea Krom compatriots 
 
May I wish you great success in carrying such great mission in presenting  our Khmer 
Kampuchea Krom sufferings, as depicted by the below  drawings of Mr.Ung Bun Heang, to our 
new monarch, His Majesty King  Baromneath NORODOM SIHAMONI. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May your presence at the Phnom Penh Royal Palace cast away the spell of the Vietnamese bad 
omen (of Ba Hue ... aka... Ba  Ve) over the Khmer Throne, over our beloved Kampuchea 
 Mohanokor and especially over our beloved Kampuchea . 

Krom (the birth place of our Nokor  Phnom ... Nokor Kauk  Thlok). 

Your loving brother, 

Thach Bunroeun 

 
Cambodians mourn lost territory with Buddhist ceremony 
Posted By: Repre36millionKh  
Date: Tuesday, 7 June 2005, at 5:16 p.m.  
AFP, PHNOM PENH  
Sunday, Jun 05, 2005, Page 5 
 
More than 2,000 Cambodians marked the 56th anniversary of the loss of a large territory called 
Kampuchea Krom to Vietnam with a Buddhist ceremony in Phnom Penh yesterday. Princess 
Norodom Sisowath Pongneary Monipong presided over the ceremony near the royal palace, 
where people offered colorful flowers, fruit, noodles and rice to 1,949 saffron-robed monks - the 
number representing the year of agreement signed by France.  
 
Kampuchea Krom, or Lower Cambodia, is home to about 12 million ethnic Khmers. The region 
was incorporated into what is now Vietnam during the French colonial era. “We celebrate this 
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ceremony to remember our lost territory, which was handed to Vietnam, and we also remember 
the people dead in the cause of defending us,” Senator Thach Sitha said. The issue last made 
world headlines in the late 1970s when Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge declared its aim to reclaim 
Kampuchea Krom and launched cross-border incursions. This led to the Christmas 1978 invasion 
of Cambodia by the Vietnamese and the ousting of the Khmer Rouge.5

                                                           
5 Copyright © 1999-2005, The Taipei Times. All rights reserved 

 
 

These are the thirteenth roots of the reason that the Khmer people who really considered Yuon as 
their 3-Century-Old-Leech-Hereditary Foes who are the worst murderous violators of human 
rights on earth. And this is the best Memorial Day for the Loss of Khmer Krom is held every 
year everywhere on this planet being unfolded their Past Unforgettable Painful Suffering 
Tragedies, Hatred and animosity against Yuon, and many Secret Killing Fields that Yuon 
committed against Cambodians in the bitterest past to the UNPO and UNO. Yuon colonialists 
and imperialists are still trying to cover up their One Million Super-Dirty Genocide Plans in 
Khmer Krom before the eyes of Khmer Krom people and the world community. Who created 
Killing Fields in 1975 to 1979 to brutally massacre more than 3 million innocent Cambodians, 
and more 460 000  lives again from 1979 1991 in Cambodia like that? Tragic irony of history; 
their victims, the peasants of Indochina, will be unforgotten. They will join the countless 
millions of earlier victims of Yuon tyrants, intimidators, murderers and oppressors. Why were 
about three million Cambodian lives spent from 1975 to 1979 like that? Without about 3 million 
Khmer Kandal lives were spent, can all Khmer Krom people, who are still living in Khmer 
Krom/South Vietnam, be allowed to reveal their Endless Past and Present Unforgettable Painful 
Suffering Tragedies to the UN and world like that? Can they be allowed to have a Memorial Day 
like that too? No, they can’t. Why can’t they? Because all their mouths are completely 
automatically shut up, and all Khmer Krom educated men are also hunted down to be eliminated 
brutally. 
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